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Does the 
US have a 
hypersonic 
spy plane? 

By Justin Bachman 

Bloomberg 

For years, Lockheed Martin 
has been developing a successor 
to one of the fastest aircraft the 
world has ever seen, the SR-71 
Blackbird, the Cold War recon¬ 
naissance craft that the U.S. Air 
Force retired almost three de¬ 
cades ago. Lockheed officials 
have said the hypersonic SR-72 

— dubbed the “Son of Blackbird” 
by one trade journal — could fly 
by 2030. 

But a rather curious talk last 
week at an aerospace conference 
by a Lockheed Skunk Works ex¬ 
ecutive implied that the SR-72 
might already exist. Referring 
to detailed specifics of compa¬ 
ny design and manufacturing. 
Jack O’Banion, a Lockheed vice 
president, said a “digital trans¬ 
formation” arising from recent 
computing capabilities and de¬ 
sign tools had made hypersonic 
development possible. Then 

— assuming O’Banion chose his 
word tense purposely — came the 
surprise. 

“Without the digital trans¬ 
formation the aircraft you see 
there could not have been made,” 
O’Banion said, standing by an art¬ 
ist’s rendering of the hypersonic 
aircraft. “In fact, five years ago, it 
could not have been made.” 

SEE HYPERSONIC ON PAGE 6 



Lockheed MARTiN/Bloomberg 


A successor to the iconic SR-71 
Blackbird could cruise at speeds 
near Mach 6 — but is it a real 
plane or a pipe dream? 


Thursday, January 18, 2018 
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Ex-commanders of Fitzgerald, McCain face 
counts of negligent homicide in deadly crashes 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHATTER, Hawaii — The former 
commanders of the two Navy destroyers 
involved in separate crashes last year that 
killed 17 sailors will face charges of negli¬ 
gent homicide, the Navy said Tuesday. 

Cmdr. Bryce Benson, who commanded 
the USS Fitzgerald, and Cmdr. Alfredo San¬ 
chez, former commander of the USS John 
S. McCain, are also being charged with der¬ 
eliction of duty and “hazarding a vessel,” a 
Navy statement said. 

Two lieutenants and one lieutenant junior 
grade from the Fitzgerald are facing simi¬ 
lar charges. The Navy did not name those 
officers. 


In addition, one charge of dereliction of 
duty was preferred and is pending referral 
to a forum for a chief petty officer who was 
aboard the McCain. 

The decision to seek charges was made by 
Adm. Frank Caldwell, who was designated 
as the Consolidated Disposition Authority 
last year by Adm. John Richardson, chief of 
naval operations. 

“Additional administrative actions are 
being conducted for members of both crews 
including non-judicial punishment for four 
Fitzgerald and four John S. McCain crew¬ 
members,” the Navy said. 

Last year was disastrous for the Navy. 

On Jan. 31, the USS Antietam ran aground 
near Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, and 
leaked more than 1,000 gallons of hydrau¬ 


lic fluid into Tokyo Bay. The ship’s com¬ 
manding officer was relieved of command 
in March. 

The USS Lake Champlain collided with a 
South Korean fishing boat in May near the 
east coast of the Korean Peninsula. 

No one was injured in those incidents. 

Then, on June 17, the Fitzgerald crashed 
into a civilian merchant ship about 60 miles 
southwest of Yokosuka, killing seven sail¬ 
ors. The ship’s commanding officer, execu¬ 
tive officer and command master chief were 
relieved two months later. 

On Aug. 21, the McCain collided with an 
oil tanker near Singapore, leaving 10 sailors 
dead. 


Left: Cmdr. Bryce Benson, who commanded 
the USS Fitzgerald when H crashed into a civilian 
merchant ship about 60 miles southwest of 
Yokosuka, Japan, on June 17, killing seven sailors. 

Right: Cmdr. Alfredo Sanchez, who commanded 
the USS John S. McCain, rear, at the time 
of an Aug. 21 collision with a merchant vessel 
off Singapore that left 10 sailors dead. 

Photos courtesy of the U.S. Navy 
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8 transgender volunteers apply to join Air Force 


By Tom Vanden Brook 

USA Today 

WASHINGTON — Eight trans¬ 
gender volunteers have signed 
paperwork to join the active-duty 
ranks of the Air Force, the Penta¬ 
gon acknowledged Tuesday. 

The eight are among the first 
known transgender applicants to 
the military since the Pentagon 
opened recruiting to them on Jan. 
1 . 

Federal courts late last year 
compelled the military to begin 


accepting their applications, fol¬ 
lowing a series of delays in re¬ 
cruiting transgender volunteers 
that Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs had ordered while the issue of 
their service was under review. 
In July, President Donald Trump 
tweeted that he wanted to ban the 
service of transgender troops. 

On Tuesday, the Air Force con¬ 
firmed that eight applicants who 
identified as transgender have 
filled out paperwork since Jan. 1 
to become airmen, which is the 


generic term for anyone in the Air 
Force. A group that advocates for 
transgender troops, the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights, esti¬ 
mates that dozens of transgender 
people have met with recruiters 
to inquire about joining the mili¬ 
tary since the first of the year. 

“It’s important to recognize 
that the eight includes appli¬ 
cants who filled out some kind 
of paperwork at their respective 
recruiting stations, not neces¬ 
sarily all transgender applicants 


who have called or walked into 
recruiting stations, or inquired 
about joining the service,” Capt. 
Kathleen Atanasoff, an Air Force 
spokeswoman, said Tuesday in an 
email. 

Signing paperwork is the first 
official step in what can be a 
monthslong process before an 
applicant officially becomes a re¬ 
cruit. Volunteers must also pass 
physical and mental tests. Poten¬ 
tial transgender recruits must 
also be certified as stable in their 


gender for 18 months to qualify 
for military service. 

It is uncertain that transgender 
applicants will be able to meet 
all the requirements before late 
February when Mattis is sched¬ 
uled to introduce a new policy re¬ 
garding transgender troops now 
serving and those wishing to join 
the military. Mattis has placed a 
premium on military readiness 
and troops’ ability to fight, cit¬ 
ing those issues in his decision 
last summer to delay recruiting 
transgender troops. 


Top US general in Europe says 
Russia closing gap with NATO 



Army Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, NATO supreme allied commander, 
speaks to members of U.S. European Command on Sept. 20. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART Germany — 
NATO’s military edge over Rus¬ 
sia could soon be threatened if 
allies fail to keep adapting, the 
alliance’s top general warned on 
Wednesday. 

U.S. Army Gen. Curtis M. Scap¬ 
arrotti, NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe, said Russia’s 
military modernization efforts 
are challenging allies in a range 
of areas such as cybersecurity. 

“Because of the modernization 
they’ve made, while we are domi¬ 
nant, we will not be in five years 
... if we are not adapting,” Scapar¬ 
rotti said during a news confer¬ 
ence at NATO headquarters in 
Brussels. 

Scaparrotti, who also serves as 
head of U.S. European Command, 
said he and his Russian counter¬ 


part, Gen. Valery Gerasimov, have 
agreed to meet soon in an effort to 
improve communication and re¬ 
duce the risks miscalculation. 

The meeting would be the first 
face-to-face encounter between 
the top NATO and Russian com¬ 
manders since Moscow’s 2014 in¬ 
tervention in Ukraine. 

During two days of talks in 
Brussels, alliance defense chiefs 
worked on plans to set up two new 
command headquarters to deal 
with a more aggressive Russia. 

The plans call for dual head¬ 
quarters to focus on ensuring the 
faster movement of forces across 
the Atlantic Ocean and around 
Europe. 

The gathered generals, who 
included Joint Chiefs Chairman 
Gen. Joseph Dunford, will deliver 
their recommendations to NATO 
defense ministers for approval in 


February. 

Since Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine, NATO has built up its 
forces in Eastern Europe to coun¬ 
ter Russia’s forces. Despite those 
efforts, military officials fear the 
alliance might not be able to mo¬ 
bilize troops on short notice. 

Modernization is needed both 
on land and at sea for NATO con¬ 
tingency operations, Dunford said 
in Brussels. 

“In terms of capabilities: cyber, 
information warfare and missile 
defense,” Dunford told the Penta¬ 
gon’s internal news service. 

Despite worries that Russia’s 
modernization efforts might close 
the capability gap, the roughly $1 
trillion in defense spending by 
the U.S. and its NATO allies still 
dwarfs Moscow’s. IHS Jane’s, a 
defense industry analysis publi¬ 
cation, estimated Russia’s defense 


spending in 2017 at less than $50 
billion. 

During the meeting of defense 
chiefs, allies also discussed future 
plans in Iraq, where NATO could 
agree in the coming weeks to en¬ 
hance its training efforts. Iraq’s 
government and security forces 
are working to stabilize the coun¬ 
try after delivering a string of de¬ 


Martin GREESON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


feats to Islamic State. 

“The situation in Iraq is chang¬ 
ing now,” said Gen. Petr Pavel, 
head of NATO’s military commit¬ 
tee. “Physically, ISIS has been de¬ 
feated, but this doesn’t mean the 
ideology has been defeated.” 

vandiver.johndistripes.com 

Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 
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AF has 3 kinds of bombers in the Pacific 



By Dan Lamothe 

The Washington Post 

B-52 Stratofortress bombers 
began arriving Tuesday at An¬ 
dersen Air Force Base, Guam, 
temporarily providing the Penta¬ 
gon with a rarity as tensions with 
North Korea percolate: three 
kinds of bombers in the Pacific. 

The six B-52s and 300 airmen 
from Barksdale Air Force Base, 
La., will take over the U.S. mili¬ 
tary’s continuous bomber pres¬ 
ence mission in the Pacific from 
a unit of B-IB Lancer bombers at 
the end of the month. Air Force 
officials said in a news release. 
The mission, which has existed 
since 2004, is designed to reas¬ 
sure U.S. allies in the region and 
show strength against China, 
North Korea and other potential 
adversaries. 

The B-52s and B-ls will be 
joined on Guam by three B-2 
Spirit stealth bombers, which 
deployed last week from White- 
man Air Force Base, Mo. The 
bat-winged bomber arrived in 
what the Pentagon characterized 
as a short-term deployment, giv¬ 
ing the Pentagon an unusually 
robust show of force this month 
on Guam until the B-ls return 
to Ellsworth Air Force Base, 
S.D. The Pentagon last had three 
kinds of bombers deployed in the 
Pacific in 2016. 

The deployments could have 


additional significance in the 
Pacific considering the planes’ 
capabilities. The B-2 is the only 
U.S. bomber capable of carrying 
a nuclear gravity bomb. B-52s are 
capable of carrying smaller nu¬ 
clear cruise missiles, while B-ls 
do not carry nuclear weapons as 
a result of the 2010 New START 
Treaty between the United States 
and Russia. 

The deployment of the B-52s in 
the Pacific came at the same time 
that the Pentagon sent four other 
B-52s from Minot Air Force Base, 
N.D., to Britain. They will carry 


out training from RAF Fairford, 
reassuring allies in Europe. 

Last week. Marine Lt. Ken¬ 
neth McKenzie, the director of 
the Pentagon’s Joint Staff, told 
reporters at the Pentagon that it 
would be wrong to view the de¬ 
ployment of the B-2s “within the 
single lens of what it means to the 
Korean Peninsula.” It affects al¬ 
lies across the Pacific, he said. 

But McKenzie acknowledged 
that when the Pentagon moves 
bombers across the globe, “we 
send a signal to everyone.” 

The B-ls have been involved 


in numerous shows of force 
against North Korea in the last 
few months, sometimes flying 
in formation with other aircraft 
from the United States, South 
Korea and Japan before drop¬ 
ping bombs on training ranges in 
South Korea. 

North Korea’s foreign minis¬ 
ter, Ri Yong Ho, threatened in 
September to shoot down U.S. 
warplanes, even if they are not 
in North Korean airspace. He 
argued that President Donald 
Trump’s tweets about the standoff 
between the two nations was tan¬ 


tamount to a declaration of war. 
U.S. officials said afterward that 
they would continue to use inter¬ 
national airspace for missions. 

The verbal sparring has con¬ 
tinued on both sides. On Tues¬ 
day, North Korea’s official news 
agency called a recent tweet 
by Trump the “spasm of a luna¬ 
tic.” The accusation referenced 
Trump’s Jan. 2 suggestion that he 
had a “Nuclear Button” that was 
“much bigger & more powerful” 
than North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un’s. 

On Jan. 2, Trump tweeted 
“North Korean Leader Kim Jong 
Un just stated that the ‘Nuclear 
Button is on his desk at all times.’ 
Will someone from his depleted 
and food starved regime please 
inform him that I too have a Nu¬ 
clear Button, but it is a much big¬ 
ger & more powerful one than his, 
and my Button works!” 

Trump’s tweet came after Kim 
warned the United States not to 
test him in a Jan. 1 address. 

“The United States can never 
fight a war against me and our 
state,” Kim said in the nationally 
televised speech. “It should prop¬ 
erly know that the whole territory 
of the U.S. is within the range of 
our nuclear strike and a nuclear 
button is always on the desk of 
my office, and this is just a real¬ 
ity, not a threat.” 


FEMA: Hawaii didn’t need OK to retract missile alert 



Jose Luis Magana/AP 


Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, worries that system failures allowed 
a cellphone alert mistakenly sent to Hawaiians over the weekend 
warning of a ballistic missile attack to go uncorrected for too long. 


By Audrey McAvoy 
AND Caleb Jones 
The Associated Press 

HONOLULU — The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
said the state of Hawaii didn’t 
need federal approval to retract 
a cellphone alert mistakenly sent 
over the weekend warning of a 
ballistic missile attack. 

Hawaii has had the authority to 
cancel or retract warnings since 
2012, when it applied for access 
to the Integrated Public Alert and 
Warning System, FEMA said in a 
statement. 

Hawaii Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency spokesman Richard 
Rapoza said Tuesday his agency 
asked FEMA for clarification on 
Saturday about whether rescind¬ 
ing an alert was an appropriate 
use of the warning system. 

Hawaii officials have said the 
process was one factor that de¬ 
layed their retraction. Another 
was writing the cancellation no¬ 
tice, since a retraction script was 
not kept on file. The Hawaii agen¬ 
cy didn’t send a retraction until 
38 minutes after the initial alert. 

Rapoza said officials weren’t 
clear on whether they could use 
the system to cancel the first 
alert. 

“We didn’t want to pile one mis¬ 
take on top of another,” Rapoza 
said. 

Officials said a state employee 
clicked the wrong link and ac¬ 
tivated a real alert instead of an 
internal test when the mistaken 
message was distributed. 

Hawaii is the only state that 


is set up to send cellphone alerts 
about the threat of an incom¬ 
ing ballistic missile. It’s had the 
ability to do so since November, 
Rapoza said. 

Hawaii is also the only state 
that has siren alerts that will be 
sounded specifically to warn of 
a ballistic missile threat. Hawaii 
started testing these sirens last 
month. 

The state set up the ballistic 
missile warning infrastructure 
after North Korea demonstrated 
its ballistic missiles had the range 
to reach the islands. 

Hawaii is home to key military 
bases and command centers, 
making it rich with potential tar¬ 
gets for adversaries. 

U.S. Reps. Colleen Hanabusa 


and Tulsi Gabbard, of Hawaii, 
sent a letter to the chairman and 
ranking member of the House 
Armed Services Committee 
asking the panel to investigate 
whether a state emergency man¬ 
agement agency should have ju¬ 
risdiction over national security 
warnings. 

The two Democrats questioned 
whether U.S. Pacific Command, 
which oversees all U.S. military 
forces in Hawaii and the rest of 
the Asia-Pacific region, should 
have the authority and capability 
to unilaterally broadcast emer¬ 
gency messages, including over¬ 
rides of false alerts. 

Homeland Security Secretary 
Kirstjen Nielsen said the agency 
will work with states to follow 


proper protocols when issuing 
safety alerts and can quickly 
retract incorrect alerts like Ha¬ 
waii’s warning of a ballistic mis¬ 
sile over the weekend. 

U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono, a Ha¬ 
waii Democrat, said it’s clear that 
human error initiated the false 
alert. 

But she worries that system 
failures allowed it to go uncor¬ 
rected for too long. 

“This had the potential for 
being totally catastrophic,” Hi¬ 
rono said. 

Nielsen told a Senate panel the 
department had been unaware 
that Hawaii officials did not have 
a mechanism in place to address 
false alarms and retract them. 

She also said the Department 
of Homeland Security is examin¬ 
ing how the U.S. government can 
quickly verify the accuracy of 
alerts with agencies such as the 
Department of Defense. 

On Monday, Gov. David Ige 
appointed a state Army National 
Guard official to oversee a review 
of Hawaii’s emergency manage¬ 
ment process in response to the 
error. Ige said Army National 
Guard Brig. Gen. Kenneth Hara 
will provide a report in two 
months. 

Some changes have already 
been made, including requiring 
two people to approve emergency 
alerts. 

Ige said that he had requested 
the ability to test the mobile alert 
system, but the effort had been 
“blocked nationwide.” 

On Tuesday, Japan’s public 
broadcaster mistakenly sent an 


Agency to follow up 
on death threats 

HONOLULU — Hawaii 
emergency management 
officials have yet to file po¬ 
lice reports about the death 
threats made against the 
warning officer who trig¬ 
gered a false missile alert. 

Richard Rapoza, spokes¬ 
man of the state Emergency 
Management Agency, said 
on Tuesday the threats are 
being handled “in the midst 
of everything else.” Rapoza 
says the agency’s chief of 
operations is preparing to 
contact authorities. 

Gov. David Ige con¬ 
demned the dozens of 
threats made against the 
officer, who on Saturday 
sent the state into a panic 
by falsely warning of a mis¬ 
sile strike heading toward 
the islands. 

From The Associated Press 


alert warning citizens of a North 
Korean missile launch and urg¬ 
ing them to seek immediate shel¬ 
ter. NHK television deleted the 
warning after several minutes. 

NHK said the mistake was the 
result of an error by a staff mem¬ 
ber who was operating the alert 
system for online news, but NHK 
did not elaborate. 
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Navy plans bonuses, promotions as service grows 



Joe GoNZALEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


A sailor is promoted to the rank of chief petty officer during a pinning ceremony 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima on Sept. 16. The Navy plans to offer more re-enlistment 
bonuses and promotions as the service starts expanding again. 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — 
Sailors can expect more promotions and 
re-enlistment bonuses as the service starts 
growing again, according to the Navy’s 
personnel chief. 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke, who also 
serves as deputy chief of Naval Operations, 
told sailors at the 7th Fleet headquarters in 
Japan this week that the days of pushing 
sailors out early are over. 

Navy chiefs want a force of 350,000 sail¬ 
ors to meet a 355-ship goal set by President 
Donald Trump. The service now has fewer 
than 320,000 active-duty personnel and 
280 ships. 

“All of our people policies have been 
aligned towards pushing people out of the 
Navy ... we’ve always needed to get small¬ 
er,” Burke said. 

Now the Navy will make it harder to 
leave, he said. 

“Advancement opportunities are going 
to go through the roof,” he said. 

A fundamental problem is that the Navy 
doesn’t have enough sailors to man all its 
ships, Burke said. 

“We aren’t where we want to be on man¬ 
ning, and we’re going to continue to not be 
where we want to be until FY19 or FY20,” 
he said. “We’re catching up as fast as we 
can and we’re going to get there.” 

Last month. Chief of Naval Operations 
Adm. John Richardson told Yokosuka sail- 


To get ourselves out of 
the manning deficit we have 
right now, we need 11,000 
more people in the Navy 
by FY23. We’re going to be 
ramping up like crazy. ^ 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke 

Navy’s personnel chief 


ors that the service needs more ships and 
people to confront threats such as North 
Korea. 

“Increasing the number of platforms is 
a very important part of naval power,” he 
said. “The [National Defense Authoriza¬ 
tion Act] talks about 355 ships as the tar¬ 
get, and we’re going to do everything we 
can to get there. There is a near unanimous 
consensus that we need more naval power 
than we have now.” 

The Navy plans to reach its goal by in¬ 
creasing the number of new sailors and 
retaining those already in uniform, Burke 
said. 

The service recently abolished high-ten- 
ure limits and stopped letting sailors leave 
before their scheduled separation dates. 
Selective re-enlistment bonuses will help 
retain personnel in key jobs, Burke said. 

Lack of funding had pushed the service 
into hard choices, but now the Navy needs 
an influx of sailors to fill gaps on ships, he 


said. 

The service usually adds 32,000 to 
33,000 sailors a year but is planning to add 
38,700 sailors this fiscal year and 40,000 in 
fiscal year 2019, Burke said. 


“To get ourselves out of the manning 
deficit we have right now, we need 11,000 
more people in the Navy by FY23,” he said. 
“We’re going to be ramping up like crazy.” 
hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Charges: Navy review cites 
training, planning deficiencies 


Chief of naval personnel: Tours 
in Japan might grow to 4 years 


By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The Navy wants sailors 
to spend more time on their over¬ 
seas assignments, the service’s 
personnel chief said. 

Vice Adm. Robert Burke, who 
serves as chief of naval person¬ 
nel and deputy chief of naval op¬ 
erations, told sailors and family 
members at Yokosuka on Wednes¬ 
day that Japan tour lengths could 
increase to four years. 

Most overseas tours for mili¬ 
tary personnel have been capped 
at two or three years and that’s a 
problem, he said. 

“A sailor gets [to Japan and] 
they’re taking 12 to 18 to learn 
their training and then maybe 
doing their job for a short month’s 
period of time before it’s time for 
them to move again,” Burke said. 
“That puts the commands in a 
state of continuously having to 
train up their people and not hav¬ 
ing a seasoned, experienced crew 
that can train up the new junior 
folks.” 

Both single sailors and those 
with families would get four-year 
orders overseas, he said. Those 


already in Japan would keep the 
same rotation date but would be 
offered incentives to stay longer, 
such as extra pay or orders to a 
duty station of their choice after 
finishing their overseas tour. 

Short tour lengths may have 
contributed to manning issues in 
the Japan-based 7th Fleet, which 
suffered colhsions involving the 
USS Fitzgerald and USS John S. 
McCain that killed 17 sailors last 
year. 

“There probably is a lower over¬ 
all level of readiness that results 
from the higher level of chum that 
you get in the forward deployed 
naval fleet as opposed to the 
[U.S. mainland-based] forces,” 
said Bryan Clark, a senior fel¬ 
low with the Center for Strategic 
and Budgetary Assessments in 
Washington. 

Burke said the 7th Fleet and 
other forward-deployed forces 
will be prioritized when it comes 
to manning and that sailors com¬ 
pleting basic training will receive 
orders to overseas forces before 
others. 

“Those sailors are going to begin 
showing up February, March of 
this year in large numbers,” he 
said. 


The Navy touts overseas tours 
as a plus for sailors, suggesting 
that they tend to receive promo¬ 
tions faster than their stateside 
peers due to the high operational 
tempo of forward-deployed units. 
Some, however, say the work rate 
makes longer tours a hardship. 

“For a sailor who may never 
have been to Japan before to be 
posted there for four or five years 
can be asking a lot, and the op- 
tempo can lead to significant 
burnout,” said Steven Stashwick, 
a lieutenant commander in the 
Navy Reserve who left active duty 
in 2015 after a decade as a surface 
warfare officer. 

That’s especially true for opera¬ 
tions specialists and sonar tech¬ 
nicians who “find themselves on 
much more intense watch rotations 
than their stateside counterparts 
due to the nature of the waters and 
operations that the ships in 7th 
Fleet conduct,” he said. 

“Even someone who came to 
Japan full of motivation can start 
to look forward to going back 
stateside after a while,” Stashwick 
said. 

hlavac.tyler@strip'es.com 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

In September, the Navy relieved 
Task Force 70 commander Rear 
Adm. Charles Wilhams and De¬ 
stroyer Squadron 15 commander 
Capt. Jeffrey Bennett due to loss 
of confidence. 

The Navy began a comprehen¬ 
sive review of its training, man¬ 
ning and procedures after the 
deadly crashes. The review’s many 
recommendations included im¬ 
proving training on seamanship, 
navigational skills and equipment 
aboard ships, as well as reducing 
fatigue and stress among sailors 
and officers. 

During a news conference in 
November, Richardson said the 
Fitzgerald and McCain collisions 
were “preventable.” 

“The causes for the collisions in¬ 
cluded a failure to plan for safety, 
failure to adhere to sound naviga¬ 
tional practices, failure to execute 
basic watch-standing principles, 
failure to properly use available 
navigation tools, failure to respond 
deliberately and effectively when 
in extremist of colhsion, a loss of 
situational awareness and high 
traffic density, failure to follow the 
international rules of the road and 
for John S. McCain, insufficient 
knowledge and proficiency of the 
ship’s steering system.” 


The Navy’s investigative report 
said that many of the decisions 
leading to the Fitzgerald crash 
were the re¬ 
sult of poor 
judgment 
and deci¬ 
sion-mak¬ 
ing by the 
command¬ 
ing officer. 
“That 

said, no sin¬ 
gle person 
bears full 
responsibil¬ 
ity for this 
incident. 
The crew 
was unpre¬ 
pared for 
the situation 
in which 
they found 
themselves 
through a 
lack of prep¬ 
aration, 
ineffective 
command 
and control, 
and deficiencies in training and 
preparations for navigation,” the 
report said. 

olson.wyatt(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


crew was 

unprepared 

for the 

situation 

in which 

they found 

themseives 

through 

a iack of 

preparation, 

ineffective 

command 

and controi, 

and 

deficiencies 
in training. ^ 




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31 • 6 PM • CPD CLUB CDVE BAR 
FREE • DPEN TD ALL HANDS 

Food and berverages will be available for purchase. For questions, please call 243-5215 or 243-1215. 












Page 6 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, January 18,2018 


MILITARY _ 

Hypersonic; Defense 
contractor Lockheed mum 
on executive’s comments 



An aerial photo 
shows the 
12-building 
Department of 
Veteran Affairs 
replacement 
medical 
center under 
construction 
in Aurora, 

Colo. The 
entire facility 
has been 
under U.S. 
Army Corps 
of Engineers 
contract 
to Kiewit- 
Turner since 
November 
2015. 


VA hospital in Colo, faces 
obstacles before opening 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Hypersonic applies to speeds 
above Mach 5, or five times 
the speed of sound. The SR-71 
cruised at Mach 3.2, more than 
2,000 mph, around 85,000 feet. 

Computer processing power 
and new tools allow for three- 
dimensional design of a scram- 
jet engine, O’Banion said at the 
American Institute of Aeronau¬ 
tics and Astronautics’ annual Sci- 
Tech Forum near Orlando, Fla. 
Scramjet refers to engine com¬ 
bustion occurring at supersonic 
speeds, which adds to the engi¬ 
neering complexity. 

Adding a little Hollywood to 
an engineering presentation, 
O’Banion likened the digital ad¬ 
vances in 3D-design to the build 
process Tony Stark employs in 
the film “Iron Man.” 

“We couldn’t have made the 
engine itself — it would have 
melted down into slag if we had 
tried to produce it five years ago,” 
O’Banion said. “But now we can 
digitally print that engine with an 
incredibly sophisticated cooling 
system integral into the material 
of the engine itself, and have that 
engine survive for multiple fir¬ 
ings for routine operation.” 

The aircraft is also agile at 
hypersonic speeds, with reliable 
engine starts, he said. A half-de- 
cade before, he added, developers 
“could not have even built it even 
if we conceived of it.” 

Of course, none of the Skunk 
Works executive’s talk confirmed 
that Lockheed Martin is prepar¬ 
ing to turn over to the Pentagon 
a top-secret hypersonic aircraft, 
nor does it reveal how far the 
project may have progressed. It’s 
also unclear if such an aircraft 
would carry pilots or operate 
as a drone. Skunk Works is the 
name of Lockheed’s 75-year-old 
advanced development programs 
division, based in California. 

Lockheed declined to address 
O’Banion’s comments. The de¬ 
fense contractor “continues to 
advance and test technologies 
which will benefit hypersonic 
flight,” spokeswoman Melissa 
Dalton said in an email. “A Reus¬ 
able Hypersonic System (RHS) 
is a far term solution that will be 
made possible by the path-finding 
work we are doing today.” 

An Air Force spokesman said 
only that the military has no in¬ 
formation on the project “at this 
time.” 

Talk about Lockheed’s hyper¬ 
sonic program isn’t new. 

In fact, executives discussed 
the program’s status to such an 
extent last June that defense re¬ 
porter Tyler Rogoway called it 
“highly peculiar.” His article was 
headlined “What’s the Deal with 
Lockheed’s Gabbing About the 
Secretive Hypersonic SR-72?” 

“There’s probably a big distance 
between prototype development 
and actual operational capabil¬ 
ity,” said Richard Aboulafia, a 
defense analyst with Teal Group. 


The basic physics 
of hypersonic 
flight have been 
understood for 
decades, with the 
Air Force and NASA 
flying the rocket- 
powered X-15 in the 
1960s above Mach 
6 and the X-43A 
hitting Mach 9.6 in 
2004. 


And the military has a history of 
publicly revealing new advanced 
aircraft many years after their 
prototypes were delivered. 

Nevertheless, the SR-72 work 
could be an entirely digital ex¬ 
ercise to date, funded by ample 
“black budget” appropriations 
stretching into the billions of dol¬ 
lars over time, Aboulafia said. It’s 
also possible that any hypersonic 
capability may well be incor¬ 
porated into a new type of long- 
range missile before an actual 
aircraft. 

The basic physics of hyperson¬ 
ic flight have been understood for 
decades, with the Air Force and 
NASA flying the rocket-powered 
X-15 in the 1960s above Mach 6 
and the X-43A hitting Mach 9.6 in 
2004. More recently, Boeing Co. 
flew an experimental craft, the 
X-51 WaveRider, to Mach 5.1 in 
May 2013. 

Still, there are myriad design 
challenges involved with hyper¬ 
sonic projects, Aboulafia said, 
likening scramjet engineering 
hurdles to “the proverbial light¬ 
ing of a match in the hurricane.” 
This is one reason no hypersonic 
aircraft are in military service 
today — although U.S. officials 
have expressed concern about 
Chinese and Russian ambitions 
employing the technology. 

For the Pentagon, such speeds 
would represent a new form of 
strategic deterrence in the sense 
that a hypersonic bomber could 
penetrate an enemy’s airspace, 
fire and depart before that na¬ 
tion had time to react. Aboulafia 
noted, however, that such a capa¬ 
bility could also be considered a 
destabilizing development if a 
U.S. adversary decided to react 
pre-emptively to such an air¬ 
craft’s existence. 

The specific need is also un¬ 
clear, given advances in satellite 
surveillance capabilities and the 
planned B-21 Raider, a precision 
bomber from Northrop Grum¬ 
man Corp. expected to replace 
the Air Force’s aged fleet of B- 
1 Lancers and B-52s. The B-21 
could cost as much as $97 billion 
for production and maintenance 
of at least 100 planes, with the 
first expected in the mid-2020s. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Hundreds 
of tasks need to be completed and 
hundreds of job openings filled 
before the new, overbudget and 
long-delayed Department of Vet¬ 
erans Affairs hospital near Den¬ 
ver can begin to accept patients 
for its scheduled opening this 
summer. 

Even after the hospital opens 
its doors, the old Denver VA and 
other off-site facilities will remain 
in use for at least three years be¬ 
cause of design flaws at the new 
campus in Aurora, Colo. 

Those findings were detailed in 
a House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs document obtained by 
Stars and Stripes on Tuesday and 
discussed during a committee 
hearing Wednesday morning. 

“The road to completing this 
hospital has been long and bumpy. 
This situation must never happen 
again,” said Rep. Phil Roe, R- 
Tenn., chairman of the House VA 
committee. 

Roe described the project, re¬ 
cently named the Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Regional Medical Center, 
as a “construction debacle” that 
changed the way the VA develops 
and constructs hospitals. 

The hospital has taken more 
than a decade to develop, and con¬ 
struction costs soared from an es¬ 
timated $538 million in 2009 to a 
final budget of $2 billion. Govern¬ 
ment watchdogs found that lead¬ 
ers behind the planned hospital 
agreed to a grandiose design and 
ignored repeated, early warnings 
about costs, driving the project 
into financial failure. 

Since the findings, all VA proj¬ 
ects totaling more than $100 
million were placed under the 
management of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Rep. Mike 
Coffman, R-Colo., said Wednes¬ 
day that he wanted the VA’s au¬ 
thorities to oversee construction 
projects stripped even further, 
limiting the agency’s control 


to ones costing less than $10 
million. 

The construction contract on 
the Colorado hospital ends Jan. 
23. As of Wednesday, it was 98 
percent complete, and all but one 
building had been turned over to 
the VA for activation. 

Next, the VA will award anoth¬ 
er contract for design corrections, 
renovations and final completion. 
That work is estimated to be com¬ 
pleted in June, and then computer 
systems can be turned on, staff 
trained and patients moved. Roe 
said the agency is aiming for an 
August opening. 

Costs associated with the new 
hospital are not likely to further 
increase, said Stella Fiotes, act¬ 
ing principal executive director 
of VA acquisition, logistics and 
construction. 

But there are other challenges 
that the VA must face before 
opening the new campus this 
summer. 

“It’s a gorgeous facility, but 
it’s odd. It’s strange. I told them, 
‘You’re going to have a tough job 
with this,”’ Roe said Tuesday in 
an interview. 

Roe, a former OB-GYN, Coff¬ 
man and other committee mem¬ 
bers toured the old Denver VA 
and the under-construction hos¬ 
pital last week. 

They found some features that 
seemed impractical, such as a 
too-small emergency room and a 
layout that obviously wasn’t cre¬ 
ated with input from medical pro¬ 
fessionals, Roe said. 

Large-scale design problems 
mean the campus at 1.21 mil¬ 
lion square feet isn’t creating 
more usable clinical space when 
compared with the old, 600,000 
square-foot Denver hospital. 
There’s more inpatient room at 
the new hospital, which the docu¬ 
ment describes as “dauntingly 
large,” but less space for primary 
care and outpatient services. The 
number of primary care rooms 
will decrease from 60 at the ex¬ 
isting hospital to 34. 


Ralph Gigliotti, a network di¬ 
rector with the VA, said local of¬ 
ficials were looking to outsource 
some primary care work to near¬ 
by community-based outpatient 
clinics. The VA will also consider 
a new clinic in the Denver metro 
area, he said. 

The layout could become an 
issue for patients. Roe said. For 
example, inpatient services are 
approximately 1,000 feet away 
from where X-rays are provided. 

VA researchers and a pros¬ 
thetics laboratory will remain at 
leased, off-site facilities, and a 
PTSD Residential Rehabilitation 
Facility and seven patient-aligned 
care teams will remain at the 
old Denver hospital for another 
three to five years, the document 
states. 

A new PTSD building was part 
of initial plans for the new Rocky 
Mountain campus but eliminated 
when costs soared. A proposal is 
stalled in Congress for a PTSD 
facility to be added back into the 
project. 

Maintaining services at the old 
VA will increase costs because of 
duplicate staffs. The old hospital 
needs $350 million in improve¬ 
ments, and if the facility is still in 
use by 2023 those costs will have 
to be incurred, according to the 
document. 

The VA has a list of 375 tasks 
to complete before the Rocky 
Mountain VA opens, the congres¬ 
sional document states, includ¬ 
ing installing fixtures and HVAC 
systems and configuring medical 
equipment. Workers must also fix 
mistakes with the facility. 

Roe said they’re small tasks 
but add up to a significant prob¬ 
lem. He and other committee 
members said Wednesday they’d 
closely oversee the work. 

Before August, the VA also 
must hire 421 new employees. 
Gigliotti said more than 250 jobs 
have already been filled. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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US' new Afghanistan rules 
quicken pace of air blitz 



Sean MARTiN/Courtesy of U.S. Air Force Central Command 


An F-16 Fighting Falcon is refueled by a KC-135 Stratotanker 
over Afghanistan on Nov. 22. The U.S. military carried out 2,000 
airstrikes between August and December of 2017 in that country. 


By Max Bearak 

The Washington Post 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, 
Afghanistan — Winter usually 
means a lull in the fighting here. 
Taliban fighters blend back into 
their villages, where it’s warm, 
and U.S. forces hunker down 
through the holidays. 

But for the first time in 16 
years, the cold has not slowed the 
war in the air. U.S. and Afghan 
forces conducted 455 airstrikes in 
December, an average of 15 a day, 
compared with just 65 the year 
before. Even in December 2012, 
when there were nearly 100,000 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan, bare¬ 
ly 200 strikes took place. 

All told, 2,000 airstrikes were 
carried out between August and 
December of last year, nearly 
as many as all of 2015 and 2016 
combined. 

The huge spike in airstrikes is 
the product of new rules of en¬ 
gagement, adopted as part of a 
strategy that President Donald 
Trump announced in August. 
U.S. forces can now strike Tal¬ 
iban targets at will, whereas 
under the Obama administration 
they were restricted to defending 
Afghan forces under imminent 
attack. As more than a half-dozen 
U.S. military officers put it, “The 
gloves are off” 

The blitz is set to intensify as 
U.S. military operations draw 
down in Iraq and Syria and assets 
such as jets, field advisers and 
surveillance drones are rede¬ 
ployed in Afghanistan. U.S. bases 
here are abuzz with activity. Nu¬ 
merous military officers used a 
phrase often repeated during this 
war: “We’re at a turning point.” 

But whether the new strategy is 
a decisive step toward forcing the 
Taliban to the negotiating table or 
just another curve along a seem¬ 
ingly endless road of war depends 
on whom you ask. 

High above Afghanistan’s 
spectacular snow-swept moun¬ 
tains, from the vantage point of a 
KC-135 Stratotanker on a recent 


refueling mission, what was clear 
was the quickening pace of the 
air campaign. Over the course 
of six hours circling above the 
two most active areas of fight¬ 
ing — Helmand and Nangahar 
provinces, which are hundreds 
of miles from each other — F-16 
fighter jets swooped in again and 
again, taking on tens of thousands 
of pounds of fuel in midair. 

“Where last year we’d do a 12- 
hour flight over Afghanistan and 
offload maybe 20,000 pounds of 
fuel, now we do four hours and 
might offload 50,000 pounds,” 
said Ronny, a senior airman who 
controlled the “boom,” a device 
lowered from the back of the KC- 
135 that can refuel almost any 
military aircraft. (The Washing¬ 
ton Post is complying with a re¬ 
quest from the military that, for 
security reasons, personnel in ac¬ 
tive combat engagements who are 
not commanders not be identified 
by their full names.) 

A year ago, the U.S. Air Force 
was preoccupied with bombing 
Islamic State in Mosul, Iraq, and 
Raqqa, Syria, and the KC-135s 
were flown out of an air base in 
Qatar, concentrated mostly on 
that effort. That meant combat 
pilots in Afghanistan might often 


be able to stay in the air for just 
an hour at a time before running 
out of fuel. Under the new strate¬ 
gy, KC-135S are based in-country 
at Kandahar Airfield, enabling 
combat pilots to stay out much 
longer. 

“How’s it going down there?” 
Ronny asked one of the F-16 pilots 
while their planes flew in tandem, 
connected by the boom. The pilot 
could see him through the boom’s 
window and talk to him over a 
radio. 

“We dropped two big ones on 
them about an hour ago. The guys 
on the ground called it in, saying 
they were responding to sniper 
fire,” said the F-16 pilot. “We 
might need to come back for one 
more round [of fuel], but I’m not 
sure yet.” 

In the coming years, the U.S. 
military hopes to double the 
size of Afghanistan’s special op¬ 
erations commando force and to 
triple the size of the Afghan air 
force. It has already committed 
to sending roughly 3,000 more 
troops, bringing its total to 14,000 
to 15,000. Many will embed with 
beleaguered Afghan ground 
forces. With more ground troops, 
more and more aircraft will be 
required to provide cover. 


Pence urges a peaceful resolution 
of internal Afghan power struggle 


The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Vice 
President Mike Pence weighed 
in on one of the thorniest issues 
in Afghanistan’s complex politics 
Wednesday by urging the peace¬ 
ful resolution of a power struggle 
between the president and the 
deposed governor of a northern 
province. 

According to a statement from 
the vice president’s office. Pence 
emphasized to Afghan Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani by telephone 
“his support for the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment to engage with Balkh 
Governor Atta and conduct a 
peacefully negotiated transition 


of leadership.” 

In December, Ghani announced 
that Governor Atta Mohammad 
Noor, one of the last remaining 
Afghan regional strongman, had 
resigned and a successor was ap¬ 
pointed, though it appeared to be 
more of a dismissal after months 
of public wrangling between the 
two. It was noted with surprise 
in government circles that Pence 
referred to Atta as still the gover¬ 
nor and the call is believed to be 
an attempt to forestall a military 
action by Kabul to permanently 
remove Atta and install his ap¬ 
pointed replacement. 

Atta served as governor for 
more than 13 years in the key 


province of Balkh, which is the 
gateway to the nations of Central 
Asia. He grew immensely rich in 
his position and is said to have 
run the province as his personal 
kingdom, but was also a key ally 
to the United States in the fight 
against the Taliban. 

Atta has refused to step down, 
and his party, the influential 
Jamiat-i-Islami, has welcomed 
Pence’s comments — the first of a 
U.S. official on the issue. The Af¬ 
ghan government has not publicly 
responded to Pence’s statement. 

Atta’s party is predominantly 
from the Tqjik ethnicity, while 
Ghani is an ethnic Pashtun. 


Saudis to transfer $2B after Yemen plea 


Associated Press 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — 
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman or¬ 
dered the transfer of $2 billion to 
Yemen on Wednesday, a day after 
Yemen’s Saudi-backed prime min¬ 
ister made an urgent appeal on the 
kingdom and its allies to save the 
local currency from “complete 
collapse.” 

Prime Minister Ahmed Obeid 
bin Daghir had called on the king¬ 
dom and its allies to act “now, not 
tomorrow,” and said saving the Ye¬ 
meni rial means “saving Yemenis 
from inevitable famine.” 

For nearly three years, a Saudi- 
led coalition backed by the U.S. 
has been carrying out airstrikes 
in Yemen against Iranian-allied 
rebels, known as Houthis, after 
the rebels overran the capital of 
Sanaa and forced Yemen’s gov¬ 
ernment into exile. The war has 


killed more than 10,000 civilians, 
displaced 2 million and pushed 
millions to the brink of famine. 

Saudi Arabia said in a statement 
the funds would be deposited in 
Yemen’s Central Bank to help ad¬ 
dress the “deteriorating economic 
situation.” 

Last year, the Saudi and the in¬ 
ternationally backed Yemeni gov¬ 
ernment created an alternative 
Central Bank from the one in the 
rebel-held Sanaa, moving it to the 
southern port city of Aden. Howev¬ 
er, the governor of the Sanaa bank, 
Monasser al-Quaiti, said last year 
that the Saudi-led coalition had 
blocked 13 flights bringing cash 
into the country and was “stran- 
ghng” its economy. The kingdom 
accuses the Houthis of stealing 
government revenues meant for 
public services and manipulating 
the exchange rate. 
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Senator: Immigration deal is 
price to pay to boost military 



T. BRANDT/Croation Defense Ministry 

This Croatian twin-seat MiG-2 lUM has been painted in the 
checkerboard pattern of Croatia’s coat of arms. The vaunted MiG is 
being phased out in Europe. 

Iconic MiG nears 
its end in Europe 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Lind¬ 
sey Graham, a chief negotiator 
vying for a bipartisan immigra¬ 
tion deal, pleaded with Republi¬ 
cans on Wednesday to consider 
the plan in exchange for address¬ 
ing an underfunded military and 
other hobbled national security 
issues. 

The South Carolina Repub¬ 
lican, a key figure in a recent 
meeting at which President Don¬ 
ald Trump was accused of refer¬ 
ring to the countries of Haiti and 
the African continent as “shithole 
countries,” pleaded for other Re¬ 
publicans to consider what’s at 
stake. 

Facing a government shutdown 
deadline Friday, Democrats are 
threatening to oppose any fund¬ 
ing deal that doesn’t extend pro¬ 
tections for Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, 
recipients. 

Even as a legal case winds its 
ways through U.S. courts, as 
many as 800,000 DACA recipi¬ 
ents, also known as “dreamers,” 
could face deportation starting in 
March. 

“For the Republicans to believe 
we will get all the defense fund¬ 
ing we desperately want and need 
and we’ll deal with the dream¬ 
ers later, how naive can you be?” 
Graham told a crowd gathered 
at D.C.-based conservative think 
tank American Enterprise In¬ 
stitute during a discussion on 
national security. “To my Re¬ 
publican friends, we need to deal 
with the DACA kids. If that’s the 
price [to boost the military, other 
national security efforts], I will 
gladly pay it.” 

There’s plenty at stake for ser- 
vicemembers. A government 
shutdown could halt military pay 
and programs. 


However, there’s a stiff par¬ 
tisan divide on an immigration 
fix, and Republicans need Demo¬ 
cratic support to approve a fund¬ 
ing plan to keep the government 
running after Friday. 

In recent months. Congress has 
passed three temporary funding 
bills, called continuing resolu¬ 
tions, to keep the military and the 
rest of the government operating 
for the 2018 fiscal year, which 
began Oct. 1. 

Some House Republicans have 
recently floated a temporary 
funding plan that doesn’t include 
an immigration fix, but addresses 
the Child Health Insurance Pro¬ 
gram, another chief concern for 
Democrats. It’s not clear whether 
that proposal could pass both 
chambers of Congress. 

“By now, it is clear that we are 
not yet ready to move ahead with 
a mgjor agreement on long-term 
funding for our armed forces, nor 
on immigration policy,” Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell, R-Ky., said Wednesday from 
the upper chamber’s floor. 

A shutdown would force the 
government to send home nones¬ 
sential workers with no pay, shut 
down national parks and muse¬ 
ums and trigger new administra¬ 
tive delays, among concerns for 
the Department of Defense. 

A 16-day shutdown in October 
2013 caused a rash of military pro¬ 
grams to come to a sudden halt, 
including military and civilian 
personnel pay, the disruption of 
base services such as commissar¬ 
ies and death gratuity payments 
for 30 Gold Star families. That 
year. Congress quickly passed a 
bill to pay military personnel. 

The budget crisis isn’t new to 
Washington. The last 12-month 
government budget, which began 
October 2016 and included de¬ 
fense spending matters, wasn’t 
approved until May 2017, more 


than halfway into the fiscal year. 

This time, there’s a $700 bil¬ 
lion defense policy plan in the 
balance, which won’t reach its 
funding priorities without a bud¬ 
get deal for the 2018 fiscal year. 
Without it, the plan could trigger 
sequestration, across-the-board 
budget cuts that were installed 
in 2011 to keep spending limits in 
place. 

“Of all the dumb ideas I’ve been 
witness to, sequestration was the 
top of the list for me,” said Gra¬ 
ham, who is a member of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee. 
“Sequestration kicked in in 2011, 
and the military is in a bad way 
and those who created this mess 
need to fix it.” 

The military funding concern 
has grown. A smaller-sized force 
couldn’t come at a worst time as 
global threats increase, Graham 
said. This, with weakened inter¬ 
rogation and detention practices 
for terrorism suspects, have 
added to an overall hobbled U.S. 
national security picture. 

“Why would we cut our mili¬ 
tary to historic lows, take off the 
table interrogation or detention 
of our enemies?” he said. “This is 
insane.” 

Still, Graham argued national 
security is in a better position 
than it was a year ago under for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama. 
Graham lauded several moves by 
Trump’s administration. 

“Here’s the good news—we are 
on the offense,” Graham said of 
the U.S. fight against terrorism. 

Trump wants to “dramatically 
increase defense spending,” he 
said. “One of the reasons I want 
to help the president is he has a 
very hard job right now.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisaies 


By Slobodan Lekic 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — During the Cold War, 
the MiG-21 fighter and the Ka¬ 
lashnikov AK-47 assault rifle 
epitomized the might of the Soviet 
Bloc as it confronted the West in 
Europe. 

Although the MiG-21 — dubbed 
Fishbed by NATO — never saw 
combat in a NATO-Warsaw Pact 
war, the most iconic Soviet fighter 
of the jet age frequently tangled 
with American and other Western 
warplanes in hot wars in Vietnam, 
the Middle East and Africa. 

But nearly 60 years after it first 
entered front-line service with the 
Soviet air force — and 33 years 
since production ceased — the 
single-engine interceptor is reach¬ 
ing the end of the line in Europe. 

Although the approximately 
14,000 examples built by the 
Soviet Union, China, India and 
Czechoslovakia make it the most- 
produced supersonic jet fighter in 
history, fewer than 10 now remain 
airworthy on the Continent 

Fishbeds still soldier on in Cro¬ 
atia and Serbia, but both nations 
plan to phase them out within the 
next two years. 

NATO member Croatia has 12 
of the late-model Mig-21s in its air 
force inventory. But Croatian mili¬ 
tary analyst Denis Kuljis said no 
more than six are airworthy, with 
the rest having been cannibalized 
for spare parts. 

“It was a great plane during 
Croatia’s (1991-95) war of inde¬ 
pendence,” Kuljis said. “But it 
really can’t hold its own against 
modern fighters or anti-aircraft 
defenses. No amount of upgrades 
can overcome that.” 

He said Croatia would soon pick 
a successor, most hkely second¬ 
hand U.S. Air Force F-16s, to en¬ 
sure interoperabihty with NATO 
systems. 

The U.S. first gained vital in¬ 
sight on the capabilities of the 
rugged and agile jet after a defect¬ 
ing Iraqi pilot took one to Israel in 
1966. Eventually, the Air Force 
evaluated a full squadron’s worth 
of various MiG-21 models. 

In Vietnam, they racked up 
dozens of kills during the eight 
years they fought against U.S. 
Air Force and U.S. Navy jets. Al¬ 
though heavily outnumbered, the 
small MiGs evaded U.S. radar and 


ambush formations with hit-and- 
run attacks in which some U.S. 
jets, including top-of-the-hne F-4 
Phantoms, were downed or forced 
to jettison their bomb loads and 
abort their missions. 

The MiG-21 quickly earned a 
reputation as a versatile and effec¬ 
tive short-range interceptor with 
low operating costs. 

The plane’s performance was 
enhanced over the years, but de¬ 
signers never overcame the limit¬ 
ed fuel capacity and lack of space 
for sophisticated electronic equip¬ 
ment. Another serious weakness 
was thick windshield framing that 
reduced forward visibihty, a prob¬ 
lem during combat. 

Despite those drawbacks, the 
delta-winged Mach 2 interceptor 
was widely exported and became 
the backbone of about 50 air forces 
in Europe, Africa and Asia. It was 
used in a dozen conflicts during 
the last 30 years, more than any 
other fighter in history. 

In the 1970s, the U.S. intro¬ 
duced two jets that outperformed 
the MiG-21 — the F-15 Eagles 
and F-16 Fighting Falcons. The 
Soviets countered with MiG-29s 
and Sukhoi-27s. By the 1980s, the 
aging Fishbeds were relegated 
to second-line duties, such as 
reconnaissance. 

David Ivry, a former chief of 
the Israeli Air Force who battled 
MiG-21s as a squadron leader in 
the 1967 Arab-Israeli War and as 
a commander in 1973 and 1982, 
said the aircraft was a real chal¬ 
lenge for all pilots who fought 
against it. 

“But when the 4th generation 
F-16s and F-15s entered service in 
the West, they had an advantage 
in maneuverability and weapon 
systems that made the MiG-21 in¬ 
ferior in combat... (although) the 
MiG-21, as an aircraft, remained 
reliable and safe for flight,” Ivry 
said. 

Russia has long since retired 
the MiG-21, which derived its 
name from the initials of design¬ 
ers Artem Mikoyan and Mikhail 
Gurevich. 

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the Warsaw Pact, for¬ 
mer East European alhes joined 
NATO, bringing more than 200 
MiG-21s into the alhance. Except 
for the handful operated by Croa¬ 
tia, all have since been retired. 

lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 


‘Big Red One’ deploying division 
headquarters for Atlantic Resolve 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A division-level head¬ 
quarters from Fort Riley, Kan., will take over the 
day-to-day command of Army operations along 
NATO’s eastern flank in March, relieving a 4th In¬ 
fantry Division team that has carried out the mis¬ 
sion for the past three years. 

The 1st Infantry Division will deploy 100 troops to 
Poznan, Poland, to head up the Army’s Atlantic Re¬ 
solve mission command element, US. Army Europe 
said Wednesday. 

The headquarters was established to provide 
USAREUR with a more robust command and con¬ 
trol element to execute a growing mission in the re¬ 
gion to deter potential Russian aggression. 

After Moscow’s 2014 intervention in Ukraine, the 
U.S. military began rotating larger troop forma¬ 
tions to Europe and expanded its exercises on the 
Continent. But USAREUR was short on command 


and control capabilities to oversee the movement of 
thousands of vehicles, troops and equipment. The 
mission command element serves as the intermedi¬ 
ate headquarters between the USAREUR and the 
forces maneuvering through the eight East Euro¬ 
pean countries that make up Atlantic Resolve — the 
ongoing mission to deter potential Russian aggres¬ 
sion, USAREUR said. 

When 4th ID began the mission three years ago, 
it operated out of a headquarters in Germany. Last 
year, the unit shifted to Poland, which Army lead¬ 
ers have described as the new “center of gravity” in 
Europe because of its strategic location. 

The 1st ID, known as “The Big Red One,” has a 
long history in Europe, dating to World War I. From 
1996 to 2006, the division was based in Wuerzburg, 
Germany. 

The 1st ID’s Brig. Gen. Richard E. Coffman will 
lead the mission command element. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Europe students jazzed for annual show 



Photos by Michael Abrams/S tars and Stripes 

The DODEA-Europe jazz big band rehearses at this year’s jazz seminar in Ramstein, Germany, on Tuesday. 



Left: Ramstein’s Lydia Woodfork, left, and Stuttgart’s Olivia Schmitz, the vocal ensemble’s altos, belt out 
a number during rehearsals at the jazz seminar. Right: Guest conductor Darmon Meader, a singer with 
the New York Voices, claps out the rhythm during a big band rehearsal. 


32 take part in 
Ramstein event 

By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — The annual jazz semi¬ 
nar for U.S. military schools in 
Europe is the one chance many 
students get to play this quintes- 
sentially American music in a 
group setting. 

The seminar has been a proud 
tradition in Department of De¬ 
fense Education Activity-Eu- 
rope for more than 30 years. The 
2018 version kicked off Sunday 
at Ramstein Air Base, where 
32 kids from eight DODEA-Eu¬ 
rope schools convened at the 
Nightingale Theater for the first 
rehearsal. 

By Tuesday, the theater was 
jamming as the band rehearsed 
Charles Mingus’ foot-stomping 
“Fables of Faubus” while, in a 
separate room, the vocal ensem¬ 
ble scatted the opening notes of 
“Avalon,” a 1920 song about Ava¬ 
lon, Calif 

Jazz legend and famed trom¬ 
bonist Jiggs Whigham mentored 
the band for many years, a job 
that’s been taken on for the past 
five years by Darmon Meader. 
A world-renowned jazz vocalist, 
saxophonist and arranger, he is 
the musical director of the vocal 
ensemble New York Voices. 

Meader leads the kids through 
six hours of rehearsals a day, a 
grueling schedule of horn-blow¬ 
ing and voice practice that cul¬ 
minates in three performances, 
one each at Ramstein and Kai¬ 
serslautern high schools on 
Thursday and Friday mornings, 
respectively, and a free commu¬ 
nity concert Thursday night in 
Ramstein village. 

“It’s exhausting,” Vilseck ju¬ 
nior Violet Bender, a soprano in 
the vocal ensemble, said of re¬ 
hearsals. “Even though we’re not 
moving that much, your vocal 
chords get tired... because you’re 
repeating the same things over 
and over again.” 

But “I really love it,” she 
said. “I hope that I improve as a 
musician.” 

Despite the downsizing of mili¬ 
tary communities across Europe 
over the years, there’s never a 
shortage of applicants for the 
seminar’s big band and vocal 
ensembles, said Jon Hodge, the 
music instructor at AFNORTH 
High School in the Netherlands 


and the seminar’s project officer. 

“From the time that I started 
in the late ’80s in Europe as an 
educator, the school population 
has probably decreased by 70 
percent,” Hodge said, “but our 
numbers as far as kids submit¬ 
ting auditions hasn’t decreased 
proportionately.” 

This year, about 100 students 
submitted blind audition tapes, 
down slightly from last year’s 
113, he said. Those submissions 
were whittled down to eight vo¬ 
calists and 24 instrumentalists, 
from the alto saxophone to the 
piano and drums. 

None may have been happier to 
be there than Richard Sheldon, 


a senior and trombonist at Lak- 
enheath High School, England, 
who’s been to jazz seminar every 
year since he was a freshman. 

“It’s fantastic,” he said. “I love 
it. The energy is amazing around 
here. Everybody here loves to 
play music.” 

Sheldon said the seminar is dif¬ 
ferent every year, including the 
talent. 

“Two years ago we had prob¬ 
lems with tuning because the 
harmonies were so intricate, and 
I think the band wasn’t as good as 
they are now,” he said. 

“This year, the rhythm section 
is absolutely fantastic,” he added, 
referring to the piano, drums and 


guitar. 

Jovianne Tabraham, of 
Ramstein, and Alyssa Solomon, 
of Naples, Italy, take turns on the 
keyboard. 

Tabraham, a senior who’s been 
playing piano for nine years, said 
jazz is harder to play than many 
other forms of music. 

“There’s always the syncopat¬ 
ed rhythms as well as really col¬ 
orful chords that you have to get 
your fingers under, especially if 
the parts aren’t written and they 
just give you a bunch of chords to 
play,” she said. 

Meader encourages the kids 
“to step away from the notes on 
the page and just try to explore 


the music by ear and (one’s) 
knowledge of chord changes and 
styles.” 

“We want the best of both 
worlds,” he said. “We want them 
to be reading it (the notes), but we 
want them to be really feeling it 
as well.” 

Callum Funk, a senior alto 
saxophonist from Stuttgart High 
School, welcomes the freedom 
that comes with playing jazz. He’s 
now got the right instrument for 
the task. 

“I played clarinet, and I didn’t 
like it,” he said of his time in mid¬ 
dle school band. “The saxophone 
was similar enough that I felt I 
could transition to it. It’s like the 
stereotypical jazzy instrument, so 
you got to go for it.” 

The band will play eight songs 
at the concert, culminating in the 
lone combined band and vocal en¬ 
semble performance of “Avalon.” 

Some songs hail from the big 
band era, such as the Count Basie 
Orchestra’s “Jumpin’ at the Wood- 
side,” and others have more Latin 
and Afro-Cuban roots, such as 
Mongo Santamaria’s “Afro Blue.” 

Hodge hopes the students end 
the week on a high note, leaving 
with “a passion for music,” par¬ 
ticularly for jazz. 

“Jazz is something that’s 
uniquely American,” he said. “As 
Americans, we should promote 
and be experts and actively do 
what we can to promote this art 
form.” 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Sources: White 
House directed 
Bannon silence 



J. Scott Applewhite/AP 


Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., talks to reporters at the Capitol in Washington on Wednesday just after a 
blistering speech on the Senate floor aimed at President Donald Trump. 

GOP senator blasts Trump’s 
‘repulsive’ attacks on media 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Steve Ban- 
non’s attorney relayed questions, in 
real time, to the White House dur¬ 
ing a House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee interview of the former Trump 
chief strategist, people familiar 
with the closed-door session told 
The Associated Press. 

As lawmakers probed Bannon’s 
time working for President Don¬ 
ald Trump, Bannon’s attorney. Bill 
Burck, was asking the White House 
counsel’s of¬ 
fice by phone 
during the 
Tuesday ses¬ 
sion whether 
his client 
could answer 
the questions. 

He was told 
by that office 
not to discuss 
his work on 
the transi¬ 
tion or in the 
White House. 

It’s unclear who Burck was 
communicating with in the White 
House. He is also representing top 
White House lawyer Don McGahn 
in special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into contacts between 
the Trump campaign and Russia. 

Tuesday’s conversations were 
confirmed by a White House of¬ 
ficial and a second person famil¬ 
iar with Bannon’s interview. They 
spoke only on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not autho¬ 
rized to speak publicly. 

On Wednesday, the AP also con¬ 
firmed that Bannon will meet with 
Mueller’s investigators for an inter¬ 
view instead of appearing before a 
grand jury. A person familiar with 
that issue confirmed the interview 
and said Bannon is expected to co¬ 
operate with Mueller. The person 
was not authorized to speak pub¬ 
licly about private conversations. 


Burck didn’t respond to numer¬ 
ous phone messages left Tuesday 
and Wednesday. A spokeswoman 
for Bannon did not respond to 
multiple requests for comment. A 
spokesman for the special counsel’s 
office did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment. 

Bannon refused to answer a 
broad array of queries from the 
House Intelligence Committee 
about his time working for Trump, 
leading the Republican committee 
chairman to authorize a subpoena. 

Lawmakers were expecting 
a similar fight Wednesday with 
Trump’s White House as another 
senior aide, Rick Dearborn, was to 
appear for a private interview with 
the committee. 

The developments brought to the 
forefront questions about White 
House efforts to control what cur¬ 
rent and former aides tell Congress 
about their time in Trump’s inner 
circle, and whether Republicans on 
Capitol Hill would force the issue. 

It is unlikely the committee 
will face the same White House 
objections with Trump’s former 
campaign manager, Corey Le- 
wandowski, who is also being in¬ 
terviewed Wednesday. He never 
served in the White House. 

The interviews with Lewandows- 
ki and Dearborn were confirmed 
by two people familiar with the 
committee’s work who spoke to the 
AP on condition of anonymity to 
discuss the confidential interviews. 

The congressional subpoena 
for Bannon came after the former 
far-right media executive and re¬ 
cently scorned Trump adviser 
received a grand jury subpoena 
issued by Mueller. That subpoena, 
first reported by The New York 
Times, appeared to be a negotiat¬ 
ing tactic that prompted Bannon to 
agree to a sit-down with Mueller’s 
prosecutors. 


By Matthew Daly 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s use of the terms 
“fake news” and “enemy of the 
people” is “shameful” and remi¬ 
niscent of words infamously used 
by Russian dictator Josef Stalin to 
describe his enemies. Republican 
Sen. Jeff Flake said Wednesday. 

In a speech on the Senate floor. 
Flake, of Arizona, called Trump’s 
repeated attacks on the media “re¬ 
pulsive” and said Trump “has it 
precisely backward.” Despotism 
is the enemy of the people, while 
a free press is the despot’s enemy 
and a guardian of democracy. 
Flake said. 

Flake, a frequent Trump critic 
who is retiring this year, said that 
when Trump calls news stories 
he doesn’t like “fake news,” he 
“should be the figure of suspicion, 
not the press.” 

The White House had no imme¬ 
diate comment. 


Flake has said he is not com¬ 
paring Trump to Stalin, who was 
responsible for the deaths of mil- 
hons, but said Trump’s use of a 
term favored by Stalin, “enemy of 
the people,” is chilling. 

“This alone should be a source 
of great shame for us in this body, 
especially for those of us in the 
president’s party,”’ Flake said. 

Arizona’s other Republican 
senator, John McCain, also de¬ 
cried Trump’s use of the term 
“fake news” and said Trump was 
encouraging autocrats around the 
world “to silence reporters, un¬ 
dermine political opponents, stave 
off media scrutiny and mislead 
citizens.” 

In an opinion column in The 
Washington Post, McCain said 
Trump’s attempts to undermine 
the free press “make it more dif¬ 
ficult to hold repressive govern¬ 
ments accountable.” Constant 
cries of “fake news” undercut 
legitimate reporting and “strip 
activists of one of their most pow¬ 


erful tools of dissent,” McCain 
wrote. 

Trump’s first year in office 
“was a year which saw the truth 
— objective, empirical, evidence- 
based truth — more battered and 
abused than any other in the his¬ 
tory of our country, at the hands 
of the most powerfiil figure in our 
government,” Flake said, refer¬ 
ring to the president. 

In a direct attack on Trump, 
Flake said the impulses under¬ 
lying Trump’s attacks “are not 
benign. They have the effect of 
eroding trust in our vital institu¬ 
tions and conditioning the pubhc 
to no longer trust them. The de¬ 
structive effect of this kind of be¬ 
havior on our democracy cannot 
be overstated.” 

Trump’s use of the term “fake 
news” has encouraged authoritar¬ 
ian leaders around the world, who 
now routinely dismiss criticism as 
“fake news,” Flake and McCain 
said. 



Bannon 


Ryan pressures Democrats as weekend shutdown looms 


By Alan Fram 
AND Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House 
Speaker Paul Ryan tried pres¬ 
suring Democrats on Wednesday 
to back legislation preventing a 
weekend federal shutdown. But he 
gave little ground on the partisan 
battle over immigration, an issue 
many Democrats say must be re¬ 
solved before they’ll vote to keep 
agencies functioning. 

A day after conservatives ex¬ 
pressed opposition to the short¬ 
term spending bill and said GOP 
leaders lacked the votes to pass 
it, Ryan declined to say if he had 
enough Republican supportto push 
it through the House this week. 


Vote counters planned to gauge 
GOP support later Wednesday. 

Instead, Ryan, R-Wis., said it 
was “baffling” why Democrats 
would oppose the spending mea¬ 
sure, noting it contains money 
for the military and a widely sup¬ 
ported children’s health insurance 
program. Republicans are hoping 
the money for children will pres¬ 
sure some Democrats to back the 
overall bill. 

“I think cool heads, hopefully, 
will prevail,” Ryan told reporters. 
Congress must approve the mea¬ 
sure by Friday night to prevent a 
shutdown. 

Ryan also said he wants to reach 
compromise on immigration but 
won’t bring such a measure to 
the House floor unless President 


Donald Trump supports it. He 
said Trump is being “completely 
rational” in demanding that the 
bill have stronger border security 
provisions than a bipartisan im¬ 
migration proposal from six sena¬ 
tors that he rejected last week. 

Separately, members of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
and other Democrats met private¬ 
ly in the Capitol with White House 
Chief of Staff John Kelly, and some 
emerged citing little progress. The 
talks were on legislation aimed at 
shielding hundreds of thousands 
of young immigrants from de¬ 
portation who arrived in the U.S. 
illegally as children, protections 
Trump has ended and will expire 
in March. 

“They have a disproportionate 


focus on the border more than any¬ 
thing else,” Sen. Robert Menendez, 
D-N. J., one of the six senators who 
crafted a bipartisan proposal, said 
after the meeting. He added that 
in return for protecting the young 
immigrants often called Dream¬ 
ers, “What they want in return is 
continuously a moving target and 
it continuously expands.” 

Congressional leaders planned 
to meet later Wednesday to con¬ 
tinue discussing ways to reach 
agreement. 

It seems certain that no immi¬ 
gration accord will be reached this 
week in time to affect the outcome 
on the vote on the separate bill 
preventing a federal shutdown. 
If Congress can’t temporarily fi¬ 
nance the government by Friday, 


a shutdown would begin the next 
day, an election-year debacle that 
GOP leaders and many Demo¬ 
crats are eager to avoid for fear of 
alienating voters. 

House Republican leaders tried 
to win over wary conservatives for 
the spending bill by sweetening 
it. They added a two-year delay 
on implementation of unpopular 
taxes on medical devices and gen¬ 
erous employer-subsidized health 
care plans. The taxes, also unpop¬ 
ular with many Democrats, are 
part of former President Barack 
Obama’s marquee health law. 

In a bid to pressure Democrats, 
GOP leaders also included a long- 
delayed, six-year renewal of a pop¬ 
ular health insurance program for 
children of low-income families. 
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Snow, 
record 
cold hit 
South 


By Jeff Martin 
AND Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — The South awoke 
on Wednesday to a two-part Arc¬ 
tic mess. First came a thin blan¬ 
ket of snow and ice, and then 
came the below-zero wind chills 
and record-breaking low temper¬ 
atures in New Orleans and other 
cities. 

The snowfall sabotaged morn¬ 
ing rush hour even before it 
began, sending cars crashing into 
each other on m^or thorough¬ 
fares throughout the region. Of¬ 
ficials urged people to stay off the 
slick roads if possible and to bun¬ 
dle up and wear layers of clothing 
if they ventured outside. 

Dozens of accidents were re¬ 
ported in the metro Atlanta area, 
including one involving a salt 
truck and another involving a 
rapid-transit bus. 

“Give crews the time and space 
they need to clear the accidents,” 
Natalie Dale, of the Georgia De¬ 
partment of Transportation, told 
WSB-TV. “If you can’t safely get 
out of your neighborhood, it’s best 
to stay put.” 

The blast of cold air shattered 
records early Wednesday in Loui¬ 
siana and Mississippi. 

It was 21 degrees before dawn 
Wednesday in New Orleans. That 
breaks the city’s record low tem¬ 
perature for the date, which was 
23 degrees set in 1977. 



Gerry Broome/AP 


A snowplow operator travels along U.S. Highway 70 near Mebane, 
N.C., on Wednesday. Much of the South was hit with a winter storm 
that brought snow, ice and freezing temperatures. 


In Mississippi, the temperature 
in Hattiesburg dipped to 13 de¬ 
grees early Wednesday, breaking 
the previous record low of 14. 

Gov. Nathan Deal issued a state 
of emergency for 83 counties, 
spanning much of central and 
north Georgia. This line extends 
from Columbus to Macon to Au¬ 
gusta and northward. 

The same slippery conditions 
and dangerous wind chills swept 
across several southern states 
Tuesday, shutting down inter¬ 
states, triggering highway crash¬ 
es, closing airport runways and 
prompting widespread school 
closings. Snow fell in a wide band 
that stretched from southeast¬ 
ern Texas all the way to western 
Massachusetts. 

Snow also was forecast Wednes¬ 
day for parts of Alabama, where 
Gov. Kay Ivey shut down govern¬ 
ment offices as a precaution. 

Many schools districts in Loui¬ 
siana were closed for a second 
straight day Wednesday as the 
precipitation gave way to single¬ 
digit wind chills that keep icy 
roads from thawing. 

The Louisiana Department of 


Transportation and Development 
announced the closing of Inter¬ 
state 10 in both directions be¬ 
tween Baton Rouge and Lafayette. 
Steep on- and off-ramps as well as 
elevated roadways are concerns 
to public safety in icy conditions, 
it said in a news release. 

In North Carolina, it had been 
snowing for more than an hour 
by 8 a.m. Wednesday, and a thin 
white sheen of precipitation had 
formed on sidewalks and drive¬ 
ways. The roads glistened with 
moisture but appeared passable. 

A handful of men sat in a Waf¬ 
fle House sipping coffee as spatu¬ 
las clattered on the griddle of the 
chain famous for staying open 
around the clock in all kinds of 
weather. Paul Barbour, 60, was 
one of them. 

“Once I get home today I’ll 
probably be in because I won’t 
want to drive anymore,” he said. 

He said a cousin he lives with 
stocked up on groceries. 

“Around here when it snows, 
if anyone even mentions snow, 
bread, milk and beer fly off the 
shelves,” he said. 


Doctor says Trump did 
great on cognitive test 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump performed “ex¬ 
ceedingly well” on a surprise cog¬ 
nitive screening test administered 
last week, his doctor said Tuesday 
as the White House continued to 
bat back questions about the pres¬ 
ident’s mental fitness for office. 

Navy doctor Ronny Jackson, 
who administered Trump’s first 
presidential physical last week, 
said Trump received a perfect 
score on a test designed to detect 
early signs of memory loss and 
other mild cognitive impairment. 
He also reported the 6-foot-3 pres¬ 
ident weighed in at 239 pounds 
— three pounds heavier than he 
was in September 2016, the last 
time Trump revealed his weight 
to the public. That number puts 
Trump on the cusp of — but just 
under — the obesity mark. 

“The president’s overall health 
is excellent,” said Jackson, who 
predicted Trump would remain 
healthy for the duration of his 
presidency despite a diet heavy on 
fast food and an exercise regime 
limited to weekend golf outings. 

“It’s called genetics,” Jackson 
said. “I don’t know. ... He has in¬ 
credibly good genes and that’s just 
the way God made him.” 

Presidents don’t typically sit 
for cognitive assessments during 
their periodic physical exams. But 
Jackson said Trump personally 
requested the test as he continues 
to face questions about his mental 
acuity for office. Such questions 
have escalated in the wake of an 
unflattering new book that paints 
Trump as a man-child who has 
trouble processing information 
and recognizing old friends. 

The 71-year-old president per¬ 
formed “exceedingly well” on the 
test, Jackson said, receiving a per¬ 
fect score. 

“He’s very sharp. He’s very ar¬ 
ticulate when he speaks to me,” 
said Jackson, who works in close 
proximity to the president. Jackson 
accused doctors who have tried to 
diagnose Trump from afar of per¬ 


Ex-CIA officer charged 
with keeping documents 


recruiting and handlings assets 
and handling classified material, 
among other things. 

A court affidavit stated that in 
2012, after Lee had left the CIA, he 
traveled from Hong Kong with his 
family to northern Virginia, where 
he lived from 2012 to 2013. When 
he flew to Virginia, for reasons 
that are not explained, the FBI 
obtained a warrant to search Lee’s 
luggage and hotel room. Agents 
found two small books with hand¬ 
written notes containing names 
and numbers of covert CIA em¬ 
ployees and locations of covert fa¬ 
cilities, according to the affidavit. 

The eight-page FBI affidavit 
makes no allegations of espionage 
against Lee, only alleging illegal 
retention of documents. 


Associated Press 

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A for¬ 
mer CIA officer has been arrested 
and charged with illegally retain¬ 
ing classified records, including 
names and phone numbers of co¬ 
vert CIA assets. 

Jerry Chun Shing Lee, 53, was 
arrested Monday night after arriv¬ 
ing at JFK International Airport. 
He made an initial appearance 
Tuesday in federal court in New 
York, but will face charges in 
northern Virginia, where the CIA 
is located. 

According to court documents, 
Lee, a Hong Kong resident, served 
in the CIA from 1994 to 2007 as 
a case officer. He worked in a va¬ 
riety of overseas offices and was 
trained in surveillance detection. 
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forming “tabloid psychiatry.” 

Still, Jackson said Trump ac¬ 
knowledged he’d be healthier if 
he lost a few pounds by exercising 
more and eating better. 

Trump’s body mass index, or 
BMI, of 29.9 puts him in the cat¬ 
egory of being overweight for 
his height. A BMI of 30 and over 
is considered obese. A copy of 
Trump’s New York driver’s license 
obtained by Politico listed Trump’s 
height as 6-foot-2, instead of 6- 
foot-3; the lower height would put 
Trump over the obesity threshold. 

Trump’s blood pressure was 
122 over 74, and his total choles¬ 
terol was 223, which is higher than 
recommended, even though he 
takes a low dose of the statin drug 
Crestor. Jackson said he would 
increase that dose in an effort to 
get Trump’s so-called “bad” cho¬ 
lesterol, or LDL level, below 120; 
it currently is 143. 

Despite the diet and cholesterol 
concerns, Jackson stressed that 
Trump’s “cardiac health is excel¬ 
lent.” He passed a battery of heart 
exams, including a stress test that 
Jackson said showed an above-av¬ 
erage exercise capacity for a man 
of his age, despite some calcium 
buildup in his arteries. He also 
takes a low-dose aspirin for heart 
health. 

With such a bad dietary his¬ 
tory, how can that be? Jackson 
said Trump has avoided some big 
heart risks — he’s never smoked 
and isn’t diabetic — and has no 
family history of heart problems. 
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No state oversight 
for Calif, home of 
tortured children 



Alex Gallardo/AP 


Members of the media work Tuesday outside a home in Perris, 
Calif., where police arrested a couple Sunday accused of holding 13 
children captive. 


By Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The South¬ 
ern California home where au¬ 
thorities say two parents tortured 
their 13 children had doubled as a 
private school for the siblings but 
faced no government oversight 
and was never inspected by edu¬ 
cation officials. 

David Turpin had been home 
schooling his children at the resi¬ 
dence, which he called the Sand- 
castle Day School. In the 2016-17 
school year, it had an enrollment 
of six, with one student each in 
the fifth, sixth, eighth, ninth, 10th 
and 12th grades. 

There was no indication any¬ 
one other than his children were 
enrolled, authorities said. 

Authorities said they uncov¬ 
ered the abuse when a 17-year- 
old girl jumped out of a window, 
called 911 and led police to 12 
siblings from 2 to 29 years old, all 
malnourished and some chained 
to furniture. 

Turpin and his wife, Louise 
Anna Turpin, are being held on 
$9 million bail and could face 
torture and child endangerment 
charges. 

Susan von Zabern, director of 
the county’s social services de- 



Riverside County Sheriff’s 
Department/AP 


Louise Anna Turpin, left, and 
David Allen Turpin could face 
charges including torture and 
child endangerment. 

partment, said it was “the first 
opportunity to intervene.” 

Private schools in California 
are not licensed by the state edu¬ 
cation department and no agency 
regulates or oversees them. The 
schools are only required to file 
an affidavit with the state each 
year that lists the number of stu¬ 
dents, staff members and infor¬ 
mation about administrators. 

“We are sickened by this trag¬ 
edy and relieved the children 
are now safe and authorities are 
investigating,” Bill Ainsworth, a 
spokesman for the California De¬ 
partment of Education, said in a 
statement. 

Full-time private schools must 


register with the state to record 
their students’ exemption from 
mandatory attendance at public 
schools, but the education depart¬ 
ment lacks the authority to moni¬ 
tor, inspect or oversee private 
schools, Ainsworth said. 

They are, however, subject 
to an annual inspection by the 
state or local fire marshal. Rep¬ 
resentatives for the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection, the Riverside County 
Fire Department and the Perris 
Fire Department did not imme¬ 
diately say whether the Turpins’ 
home was ever inspected. 

Private schools are gener¬ 
ally regulated by parents, who 
often sign contracts and review 
standards before enrolling their 
children, said Ron Reynolds, ex¬ 


ecutive director of the California 
Association of Private School 
Organizations. Private school 
employees are required to report 
suspected child abuse to authori¬ 
ties, he said. 

Asked whether the organiza¬ 
tion, comprising 1,500 private 
schools in California, believes 
oversight is sufficient, Reynolds 
said, “We always desire as our 
first priority safeguarding our 
children. We never resist or op¬ 
pose legislation aimed at protect¬ 
ing students.” 

But Reynolds questioned how 
it’s possible to prevent parents 
who home-school their children 
from injuring their kids in the 
privacy of their own houses. 

“Thank God this doesn’t hap¬ 
pen very often,” he said. 



Zack Lawler, WWMT/AP 

An image made from dashcam video shows a brightly lit object 
failing from the sky in southern Michigan on Tuesday. 


Meteor’s bright light, noise 
shake up residents in Mich. 


Associated Press 

DETROIT — Experts say a 
bright light and what sounded 
like thunder in the sky above 
Michigan was a meteor. 

The American Meteor Society 
said it received hundreds of re¬ 
ports of a fireball Tuesday night 
over the state, including many 
in the Detroit area. Reports also 
came in from several other states 
and Ontario, Canada. 

Some Michigan residents re¬ 
ported their homes shaking. 

The society said the reports 


suggest a space rock penetrated 
deep into the Earth’s atmosphere 
before it broke apart. The U.S. 
Geological Service said it regis¬ 
tered as a magnitude-2.0 earth¬ 
quake in Michigan. 

Bill Cooke, with NASA’s Me¬ 
teoroid Environment Office, told 
The Detroit News it was “defi¬ 
nitely a meteoroid” and a rare 
sight for Michigan. 

Other states where people re¬ 
ported seeing a fireball included 
Illinois, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indi¬ 
ana and Missouri. 


Walmart offers way to 
get rid of leftover opioids 


Associated Press 

Walmart is helping customers 
get rid of leftover opioids by giving 
them packets that turn the addic¬ 
tive painkillers into a useless gel. 

The retail giant announced 
Wednesday it will provide the pack¬ 
ets free with opioid prescriptions 
filled at its 4,700 U.S. pharmacies. 

The small packets, made by 
DisposeRX, contain a powder that 
is poured into prescription bottles. 
When mixed with warm water, the 


powder turns the pills into a biode¬ 
gradable gel that can be thrown in 
the trash. 

Research has shown that sur¬ 
gery patients often end up with 
leftover opioid painkillers and 
store the drugs improperly at 
home 

Walmart said the powder also 
works with other prescription 
drugs. The company said its phar¬ 
macy customers can request a 
free packet at any time. 


Prosecutors: NJ bomber 
tried to corrupt inmates 

NEW YORK — An unrepentant 
New Jersey man who injured 30 
people in a Manhattan bombing 
and then promoted his extremist 
ideology to other prisoners de¬ 
serves the mandatory life in pris¬ 
on as required by his conviction, 
prosecutors told a judge Tuesday. 

The government said Afghani¬ 
stan-born Ahmad Khan Rahimi 
carried out bombings in New Jer¬ 
sey and New York City on Sept. 
17, 2016, after following the pro¬ 
paganda of Osama bin Laden and 
groups including Islamic State 


and al-Qaida. 

“Since his arrest and conviction, 
the defendant has failed to show 
remorse for his crimes, and has 
instead attempted to radicalize 
his fellow inmates and made light 
of his attacks,” prosecutors wrote 
in a submission to Judge Richard 
M. Berman, who is scheduled to 
sentence Rahimi on Feb. 13. 

Prosecutors said Rahimi began 
attempting to radicalize other 
inmates at the Metropolitan Cor¬ 
rectional Center in October, the 
same month he was convicted in 
Manhattan federal court of mul¬ 
tiple charges. 

From the Associated Press 


Mormon 
church 
names new 
president 

By Brady McCombs 

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — The 93- 
year-old former heart surgeon 
named Tuesday as the new presi¬ 
dent of the Mormon Church sig¬ 
naled his intention to make few 
changes in policy regarding the 
role of women and LGBT issues 
— two topics that the faith has 
grappled with in recent years. 

Russell M. Nelson’s remarks to 
reporters after he was officially 
chosen to become the 17th presi¬ 
dent of The 
Church of 
Jesus Christ 
of Latter- 
day Saints 
reaffirmed 
an expecta¬ 
tion that he 
will likely 
uphold tradi¬ 
tional church 
teachings. 

Speaking 
about his ap¬ 
proach to LGBT issues. Nelson 
said he understands there are 
“challenges with the command¬ 
ments of God, challenges to be 
worthy.” 

“God loves his children and we 
love them and there’s a place for 
everyone,” Nelson said. “Regard¬ 
less of his challenges.” 

The church at times has ex¬ 
pressed empathy and told mem¬ 
bers to be welcoming to LGBT 
people while also strictly de¬ 
fending opposition to same-sex 
marriage and all homosexual 
relationships. 

Nelson succeeds Thomas S. 
Monson, who died Jan. 2 after 
leading the religion for nearly a 
decade. Church presidents serve 
until they die. He took the post 
following a long-standing succes¬ 
sion plan that aims to keep the 
faith on course with a minimum 
of upheaval. 

Nelson is now considered a 
“prophet, seer and revelator” by 
Mormons. He is the second-oldest 
man to assume leadership of the 
16-million member LDS church. 

He will share responsibility for 
the faith’s religious and business 
interests with the two top coun¬ 
selors he chose — Dallin H. Oaks, 
85, and Henry B. Eyring, 84 — 
and members of the Quorum. 

Tuesday’s announcement came 
two days after Nelson was anoint¬ 
ed during a private meeting in the 
Salt Lake City temple, per church 
tradition that makes the longest- 
tenured member of the Quorum 
the new president. 

Bom in Salt Lake City in 1924, 
Nelson converted to Mormonism 
at the age of 16. He was a doc¬ 
tor by 22. He served a two-year 
Army medical tour of duty during 
the Korean War before resuming 
a medical career that included 
being director of thoracic sur¬ 
gery residency at the University 
of Utah. 



Nelson 
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Photos by Aaron Lynett, The Canadian Press/AP 


Water flows over the American Falls as ice forms in this view from Niagara Falls, Ont., on Jan. 2. Almost every year frigid temperatures transform the falls into an icy winter 
wonderland when the mist is blown back, freezing on the landscape. 


How engineers created the icy wonderland at Niagara Falls 



Visitors take photographs at the brink of the Horseshoe Falls in Niagara Falls on Jan. 2. 


By Daniel MacFarlane 
Special To The Washington Post. 

iagara Falls might be at its most 
spectacular in winter. 

Over the recent holidays, the 
icy cascade captured the public’s 
imagination. Numerous newspapers ran 
stories about the frozen wonderland, and 
social media posts about the falls were 
widely shared. 

But this is business as usual. Niagara 
Falls is replete with icicles and a glistening 
layer of ice every winter. As of now, the wa¬ 
terfall is still unfettered. Later in the win¬ 
ter, it will likely be fronted by a buildup of 
congealed ice. 

Even that, though, will be just a vestige 
of what used to occur before Niagara Falls 
was remade in the 20th century. Much of 
what seems natural at Niagara Falls — ice 
formation, and the actual waterfall itself 

— is manufactured. Put differently, one of 
North America’s most celebrated natural 
wonders is, in many ways, unnatural, the 
product of decades of human intervention 
and manipulation. 

Now, Niagara Falls never actually freezes 
over completely (though ice jams upstream 
can temporarily still the waters). Ice does 
form or gather at the base of the waterfall, 
building upward and outward, creating 
what is called the “ice bridge.” But water 
keeps flowing underneath the two main 
cataracts — the bigger Horseshoe Falls 
and the smaller American Falls — that 
make up the frozen facade. 

Up until the early 20th century, the two 
eponymous communities of Niagara Falls 

— one Canadian, one American — would 
congregate on the ice bridge for transna¬ 
tional ice parties. Kids would climb the ice 
mountains and slide down. 

Those frozen festivities came to a tragic 
end on Feb. 4, 1912. The ice broke up and 
three people perished. Excursions onto the 
ice bridge were banned. 

How could such an unruly and unpre¬ 
dictable environment be tamed? By the 
time ice destroyed the bridge, experts were 


on the cusp of providing some answers. 

Since the late 19th century, there has 
been a tension between beauty and power at 
Niagara Falls. On the one hand, it was con¬ 
sidered the epitome of the natural sublime. 
On the other, Niagara was also the cradle 
of large-scale hydroelectric production and 
distribution. Successively larger generat¬ 
ing stations were built, several taking turns 
wearing the mantle of biggest in the world. 
Industries such as aluminum and electro¬ 
chemicals arrived to take advantage of the 
cheap electricity. 

As more power turbines came online, 
more water had to be diverted from the 
river. Various groups worried that siphon¬ 
ing off water harmed the scenic beauty of 
the cascades, along with the naturally oc¬ 
curring erosion that annually moved the 
Horseshoe Falls upstream some 7 feet. In¬ 
dustrialists responded by disingenuously 
suggesting that diverting more water would 
protect the falls by slowing erosion. 

Agitation for the preservation of Niagara 
Falls led governments to pass legal lim¬ 
its on diversions during the first decades 
of the 20th century. The U.S. and Canada 


formed engineering boards to study how 
to best replumb Niagara Falls to maximize 
water abstraction while veiling the impact 
on the waterfall’s appearance. 

The result of these diplomatic talks was 
the Niagara River Diversion Treaty in 1950, 
which determined that during tourist hours 
half of the river’s volume would be diverted 
around the falls to the downstream gener¬ 
ating stations. The rest of the time — that 
is, at night and in the winter — three-quar¬ 
ters of the water was diverted. 

But taking the majority of the water 
would have an unmistakable impact on 
the aesthetic appeal of the waterfall. This 
wouldn’t be good for the local tourism in¬ 
dustry, not to mention all those claims 
about Niagara as the sublime. 

The solution? Shrink and reshape Niag¬ 
ara Falls. 

The 1950 treaty called for the binational 
construction of the International Niagara 
Control Works. These consisted of various 
weirs, dams, excavations and fills meant to 
halt erosion and “beautify” the Horseshoe 
Falls by reapportioning the flow of water 
over the lip. In the words of the technocrats. 


the overarching goal was creating the “im¬ 
pression of volume” with an uninterrupted 
“curtain of water.” 

The crest of the Horseshoe was reduced 
by several hundred feet, and the V-shaped 
notch in its riverbed was chiseled out. Is¬ 
lands and shoals were removed, while 
others were added. Above the waterfall, 
a control dam with movable gates was in¬ 
stalled across the river. Reclaimed areas at 
the flanks of the cataract were landscaped, 
fenced and turned into the main public 
viewing points, while the face of the falls 
was riveted with cables and anchors. 

Niagara Falls was changed—but in order 
to look more like itself. In the process it was 
also transformed into a tap. Nowadays, the 
hydropower intakes at Niagara have the ca¬ 
pability to completely turn off the falls. 

Seeing as how Canadian and American 
engineers had given this great — and pow¬ 
erful — natural icon such a facelift, dealing 
with ice might seem like small potatoes by 
comparison. Yet controlling ice in the Great 
Lakes-St. Lawrence basin had long been 
marked by scientific uncertainty. Despite 
the use of the ice-deterring control dam 
aided by ice-cutter boats, ice still threat¬ 
ened to jam up the “organic machine” that 
Niagara had become. 

One of the biggest worries was that ice 
would interfere with the water intakes for 
the new hydroelectric generating stations. 
The solution: the Niagara River Ice Boom. 
First installed in 1964, the boom was ini¬ 
tially made of timbers. Now it consists of 
several hundred 30-foot pontoons, usually 
put in place around mid-December. 

Despite the boom, and depending on 
winter conditions, Niagara Falls can still 
become encrusted in ice. But the large 
ice bridges of the past, as well as the full- 
throated flow of water over the falls, are no 
more. 

Like the waterfall, the ice regime of 
Niagara has become, in the parlance of 
academics working at the intersections of 
environmental and technological history, a 
hybrid infrastructure that blends the artifi¬ 
cial and the natural. 
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Pope meets 
with abuse 
survivors in 
Chiie visit 



Alessandra Tarantino, Pool/AP 


Pope Francis greets inmates Tuesday at the San Joaquin women's prison in Santiago, Chile, 
where he also met with survivors of sexual abuse by priests. 


By Peter Prengaman 
AND Nicole Winfield 

Associated Press 

SANTIAGO, Chile — Pope Francis met 
on Tuesday with survivors of priests who 
sexually abused them, wept with them and 
apologized for the “irreparable damage” they 
suffered, his spokesman said. 

The pontiff also acknowledged the “pain” 
of priests who have been held collectively 
responsible for the crimes of a few, Vatican 
spokesman Greg Burke told reporters at the 
end of the day. 

Francis dove head-first into Chile’s sex 
abuse scandal on his first full day in Santiago 
that came amid unprecedented opposition to 
his visit. Three more churches were torched 
overnight, including one burned to the ground 
in the southern Araucania region where Fran¬ 
cis planned to celebrate Mass on Wednesday. 

Police used tear gas and water cannons to 
break up an anti-pope protest outside Francis’ 
big open-air Mass in the capital, Santiago. 

Despite the incidents, huge numbers of 
Chileans turned out to see the pope, includ¬ 
ing an estimated 400,000 for his Mass, and he 
brought some inmates to tears with an emo¬ 
tional visit to a women’s prison. 

But his meeting with abuse survivors and 
comments in his first speech of the day were 
what many Chileans, incensed by years of 
abuse scandal and cover-up, were waiting for. 

Burke said Francis met with a small group 
of abuse victims after lunch, listening to their 
stories and praying with them. The spokes¬ 
man gave no details, other than to say the 
pope “listened to them, prayed with them and 
wept with them.” 

Earlier in the day, Francis told Chil¬ 
ean President Michelle Bachelet, lawmak¬ 
ers, judges and other authorities that he felt 
“bound to express my pain and shame” that 
some of Chile’s clergy had sexually abused 


children in their care. 

“I am one with my brother bishops, for it is 
right to ask forgiveness and make every ef¬ 
fort to support the victims, even as we commit 
ourselves to ensuring that 
such things do not happen 
again,” the pope said. 

Francis did not refer by 
name to Chile’s most noto¬ 
rious pedophile priest, the 
Rev. Fernando Karadima, 
who in 2011 was barred 
from all pastoral duties 
and sanctioned by the 
Vatican to a lifetime of 
“penance and prayer” for 
sexually molesting mi¬ 
nors. Nor did he refer to 
the fact that the emeritus 
archbishop of Santiago, 
a top papal adviser, has 
acknowledged he knew of 
complaints against Karad¬ 
ima but didn’t remove him 
from ministry. 

Karadima had been 
a politically connected, 
charismatic and powerful priest who minis¬ 
tered to a wealthy Santiago community and 
produced dozens of priestly vocations and five 
bishops. Victims went public with their accu¬ 
sations in 2010 after complaining for years to 


church authorities that Karadima had kissed 
and fondled them when they were teenagers. 

While the cover-up continued to roil the 
church, many Chileans are still furious over 
Francis’ subsequent decision in 2015 to ap¬ 
point a Karadima protege as bishop of the 
southern city of Osorno. Bishop Juan Barros 
has denied knowing about Karadima’s abuse 
but many Chileans don’t believe him, and his 
appointment has badly split the diocese. 

Francis referred again to the scandal later 
in the day, addressing the hundreds of priests 
gathered in Santiago’s cathedral who have seen 
their influence and moral authority plummet 
as a result of the Karadima case and cover-up. 

Francis told them that the scandal had 
caused pain not only in the victims but in the 
broader church community and among any¬ 
one who wears a clerical collar. He said he 
knew the pain of priests and nuns “who after 
working so hard, have seen the harm that has 
led to suspicion and questioning; in some or 
many of you this has been a source of doubt, 
fear or lack of confidence.” 

It was similar to the message that Francis 
delivered to American bishops in 2015 — one 
that infuriated sex abuse survivors who ac¬ 
cused the pope of drawing a moral equiva¬ 
lency between the lifelong trauma endured 
by people who were raped as children and the 
pain of clergymen who were now looked upon 
with suspicion. 


The pope’s 
meeting 
with abuse 
survivors 
and 

comments 
in his first 
speech 
of the 
day were 
what many 
Chileans 
were 

waiting for. 


Office of 
Russian 
activists 
torched 

By Nataliya Vasilyeva 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Masked attackers 
on Wednesday torched the office 
of the prominent Russian rights 
group Memorial in the region 
of Ingushetia, the latest escala¬ 
tion of tensions between the ac¬ 
tivists and officials in the North 
Caucasus. 

The arson attack that Memo¬ 
rial said happened in the early 
hours came a week after the chief 
of the group’s branch in neigh¬ 
boring Chechnya was detained 
on suspicion of drug possession. 
The man’s arrest has been widely 
regarded as a payoff by Chechen 
authorities for Memorial’s work 
exposing rampant rights abuses 
in the region that saw two sepa¬ 
ratist wars in the 1990s. 

Oleg Orlov, chief of Memorial’s 
North Caucasus research, told 
The Associated Press he believes 
the attack is linked to the crack¬ 
down on the activists’ work in 
Chechnya. 

“I have no other theories: the 
only place we have tense relations 
with in the region is Chechnya,” 
Orlov said by the phone from the 
Ingush capital, Nazran. 

Orlov said Memorial, which 
also investigates rights abuse in 
Ingushetia, does not encounter 
hostility from authorities there 
like it does in Chechnya. 

Ingushetia’s leader, Yunus-bek 
Yevkurov, earlier on Wednesday 
met with Orlov and other activists 
and assured them of his support 
in conducting a fair probe, Orlov 
said. 

Repression against government 
critics and rights advocates has 
often spilled over from Chechnya 
to neighboring Ingushetia, where 
Chechen operatives have been 
known to have a free hand. 


Mercury plunges in the 
coldest region of Russia 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Even thermom¬ 
eters can’t keep up with the plung¬ 
ing temperatures in Russia’s 
remote Yakutia region, which hit 
minus 88.6 degrees Fahrenheit in 
some areas Tuesday. 

In Yakutia — a region of 1 mil¬ 
lion people about 3,300 miles east 
of Moscow — students routinely 
go to school even in minus 40 de¬ 
grees. But school was canceled 
Tuesday throughout the region 
and police ordered parents to keep 
their children inside. 

In the village of Oymyakon, one 
of the coldest inhabited places on 
Earth, state-owned Russian televi¬ 
sion showed the mercury falling to 
the bottom of a thermometer that 


was only set up to measure down 
to minus 50 degrees. In 2013, Oy¬ 
myakon recorded an all-time low 
of minus 98 Fahrenheit. 

Over the weekend, two men 
froze to death when they tried to 
walk to a nearby farm after their 
car broke down. Three other men 
with them survived because they 
were wearing warmer clothes, in¬ 
vestigators reported. 

The press office for Yakutia’s 
governor said Tuesday that all 
households and businesses in the 
region have working central heat¬ 
ing and access to backup power 
generators. 

Some media outlets published 
cold-weather selfies and stories 
about stunts in the extreme cold. 





sakhalife.ru/AP 

Anastasia Gruzdeva poses 
for a selfie in subfreezing 
temperatures Sunday in the 
remote Russian region of 
Yakutia. 


Overdressed passenger booted 


The Washington Post 

There are many approaches to 
avoid paying a fee for excess lug¬ 
gage when traveling by air these 
days. You could pack light, cram¬ 
ming all your belongings in an 
approved carry-on bag. You could 
book with an airhne that doesn’t 
charge for baggage. 

Or, in the case of one man fly¬ 
ing out of Iceland last week, you 
could try boarding the plane don¬ 
ning, say, 10 shirts and eight pairs 
of pants. 

That was the approach of a 
traveler identified by the Iceland 
Monitor as Ryan Carney Wil¬ 
liams, who claims he was booted 
from a British Airways flight from 
Keflavik International Airport to 
England on Wednesday for wear¬ 
ing too many clothes. 

In a pair of videos posted to 


Twitter, Williams filmed himself 
at the Keflavik airport, practically 
swallowed in layers of clothing. 

On Twitter, Williams said he 
couldn’t afford the excess baggage 
fee, about $125. He also claimed 
British Airways had told him he 
could board the flight if he wore 
all of his clothes at once but then 
rejected him anyway. 

Williams told the Iceland Moni¬ 
tor that British Airways agents de¬ 
nied him a boarding pass because 
he was rude, then called a security 
guard on him. Police allegedly 
used pepper spray on Williams 
and arrested him, the Monitor 
reported. 

A British Airways spokeswom¬ 
an said customers who book “hand 
baggage only fares” can choose to 
pay a fee at the airport if they end 
up needing an extra bag. 
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Woman breast-feeding 
in public gets apology 

FARGO—The manag- 
er of a Chick-fil-A res¬ 
taurant in Fargo has apologized 
for telling a breast-feeding moth¬ 
er to leave. 

Macy Hornung said she was 
kicked out of the restaurant Sat¬ 
urday because she was breast¬ 
feeding her baby without a cover, 
even though she said she was 
being discreet. 

North Dakota law enacted in 
2009 allows women to breast-feed 
in public if they do it “in a discreet 
and modest manner,” though it 
doesn’t define what that means. 

The restaurant owner “never 
gave me the chance to explain that 
my daughter will flail, scream 
and rip a cover off,” Hornung told 
KVLY-TV. “It causes even more 
frustration and a very angry baby, 
so it isn’t worth it to me.” 

Police say drunk mom 
left kids to themselves 

n A TAMAQUA — A Penn¬ 
s' sylvania woman was 
arrested after one of her children 
reported she’d been drinking 
for three days straight and po¬ 
lice found her passed out on the 
couch, with her four kids left to 
fend for themselves. 

Audrey Warner, 35, of Tarn- 
aqua, is charged with endanger¬ 
ing the welfare of children. 

Police said that when officers 
went to the house, they found three 
empty 20-ounce cans of alcohol. 
Warner’s 11-year-old daughter 
told police that her mother beat 
the children and made them stay 
in the attic. She said that when 
she tried to make breakfast for 
her siblings, they were told to “go 
back to bed.” The other children 
are 6,5 and 2. 

Police said the children were 
taken to their grandmother’s 
house. 

Man awarded medal for 
thwarting knife attack 


THE CENSUS 


80 


The age of a man arrested by Arizona police for allegedly robbing a credit union at gunpoint. Tucson police said Sunday that a 
tip led to the arrest of Robert Francis Krebs after authorities circulated surveillance photos of a man entering the Pyramid Credit 
Union and at a teller’s window. They said the man had a handgun, demanded money from the teller and was given cash before 
running out of the bank. Police released the photos after Friday’s robbery. A local hotel clerk called police Saturday to report a man 
who looked like the one in the photos had tried to cash a check. Police began checking nearby hotels and located Krebs. Fie was 
booked into jail on two counts of armed robbery. 



Joe Hermitt, PennLive.com/AP 


Here’s me on a giant chunk of river ice 


Devon Mousso, of Susquehanna Township, takes a selfie as he and his friend, Shraga Feinberg, climb on giant chunks of ice in the 
Susquehanna River at Fort Hunter Park in Harrisburg, Pa., on Monday. 


11 PEORIA — A central II- 
I L linois man was awarded 
the Carnegie Medal for thwart¬ 
ing a knife-wielding man who 
intended to kill people at a chess 
club session for children. 

The Peoria Journal Star re¬ 
ported that Congressman Darin 
LaHood awarded the medal on 
Monday to James Vernon, of Mor¬ 
ton. The medal is given to some¬ 
one from the U.S. and Canada 
who risks their life while saving 
or attempting to save others. 

Vernon was 75 years old at the 
time of the 2015 attack at the Mor¬ 
ton Public Library. The Army 
veteran fought Dustin Brown, 
then 19, until the armed man was 
apprehended, saving the lives of 
children and mothers. Brown has 
been sentenced in the attack. 

Inmate convicted for 
fatal injections dies 

M Q JACKSON — A Mis- 
1*1 sissippi inmate con¬ 
victed of giving fatal and illicit 
silicone buttocks injections to a 
woman has died at age 58. 

An autopsy is to be conducted 
on the remains of inmate Tracy 
Lynn Gamer after she died Sun¬ 
day, the Mississippi Department 


of Corrections said in a statement 
Monday announcing the death. 
Garner had served less than 3y2 
years of a life sentence. 

Gamer was convicted by a jury 
in 2014 of depraved heart murder 
in the death of Karima Gordon, a 
metro Atlanta resident who died 
eight days after receiving the in¬ 
jections in Jackson in 2012. 

Dog missing for 5 days 
found buried in snow 

||M p BRYANT POND — A 
1*1 b Labrador retriever 
survived being buried alive in the 
snow for five days. 

The family of 13-year-old So¬ 
phie said the dog went missing 
on Jan. 4 and they were unable to 
find her despite pleas made on so¬ 
cial media. Albert Silver said the 
family searched everywhere. 

Sophie was found five days 
later, on Jan. 9, when someone 
saw her head poking through the 
snow on nearby property that had 
already been searched. A vet said 
that other than losing 5 pounds, 
the dog was in good shape. 


Big rig driver not hurt 
in chicken-fried wreck 

SAL ADO — The driver 
I Vv of an 18-wheeler es¬ 
caped injury in a chicken-fried 
wreck in Central Texas. 

The Texas Department of Pub¬ 
lic Safety said a tractor-trailer rig 
hauling frozen chicken caught 
fire Monday morning on south¬ 
bound Interstate 35 near Salado. 

DPS officials said the driver 
noticed flames between the cab 
and the trailer and pulled over but 
was unable to put out the blaze. 

Authorities are investigating 
what caused the fire that engulfed 
the rig and its chicken cargo. 

Semitrailer crashes into 
school; 2 students hurt 

|ti| 1^ LYLE — A semitrail- 
1*11* er tmck veered off a 
highway in southern Minnesota 
and crashed through the wall of 
an elementary school, injuring 
two children in a classroom. 

School officials in Lyle, next 


to the Iowa border, said a driver 
and a child passenger in a vehicle 
hit by the semi also were injured. 
The semi driver rear-ended that 
vehicle on Highway 218 about 
8:30 a.m. Tuesday, then ran off 
the highway and crashed into the 
school, with its cab landing inside 
the walls. The highway is about 
100 yards from the school. 

There was no immediate 
word on the conditions of those 
injured. 

Police accuse man of 
stealing manhole covers 

n/l A WEBSTER — Mas- 
IV sachusetts police said 

they arrested a man accused of 
stealing seven manhole covers 
and putting traffic cones in their 
place. 

The Telegram & Gazette re¬ 
ported that the Webster man was 
arrested Friday and charged with 
larceny. 

Police said they received a call 
about 2:45 p.m. on Jan. 10 from a 
witness who saw the suspect tak¬ 
ing a manhole cover in Webster. 


Authorities received several other 
calls about missing manhole cov¬ 
ers, and they said they stopped a 
vehicle matching the witness’ de¬ 
scription later that day. 

Police said the suspect acknowl¬ 
edged taking the manhole covers 
and pointed officers to where he 
had sold them. Authorities recov¬ 
ered the covers from a Millbury 
salvage yard. 

Pot shops found selling 
to underage buyers 

OD PORTLAND, — Or- 
■* egon authorities said 
nearly 20 percent of state-li¬ 
censed marijuana retailers in a 
recent undercover operation sold 
pot to underage buyers. 

The Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission told The Oregonian/ 
OregonLive that 16 of 86 shops 
sold pot to people under 21 during 
the December decoy visits. 

The agency issued citations to 
the shops in a process that could 
result in fees or a temporary sus¬ 
pension of their licenses. 

From wire reports 
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Timberlake previews album in forest-like space 


By Mesfin Fekadu 
Associated Press 

I f the latest photos from Jus¬ 
tin Timberlake’s new album 
campaign don’t relay the 
message that he’s into nature 
and the woods, his first listening 
for the project drove the point 
home. 

Tuesday’s event in New York 
City to debut “Man of the Woods” 
was decorated with bushes and 
trees, while ants coated in black 
garlic and rose oil and grasshop¬ 
pers were served. 

Don’t get too concerned about 
the pop star switching gears. The 
album — much hke the lead dance 
single — sticks to Timberlake’s 
musical persona, as upbeat pop, 
R&B and electronic tracks make 
up the collection of 16 songs. 

Music industry insiders, mem¬ 
bers of the press and American 
Express cardholders — the com¬ 
pany put on the event — listened 
to the full album as red lights 
beamed in the large space, which 
Timberlake helped design. 


“I’m not going to go all Ray 
LaMontagne,” Timberlake said at 
the listening, jokingly referring to 
the singer-songwriter known for 
his rock and folk sound. 

He called “Man of the Woods” 
a “personal album” and said the 
record is a tribute to his 2-year- 
old son, Silas, a name that means 
“living in the woods.” 

“That’s where I got the idea,” 
said Timberlake, who attended 
the event with his wife, actress 
Jessica Biel, as well as family 
and friends he said had flown into 
town to support him. 

Silas’ voice appears on the 
album’s closing track, “Young 
Man”; Alicia Keys is on the root- 
sy “Morning Light”; and Chris 
Stapleton appears on “Say Some¬ 
thing,” which seemed to be a 
crowd favorite at the event. 

Timberlake, who will headline 
the Super Bowl halftime show, 
worked again with mega-produc¬ 
er Timbaland on the album. First 
single and album opener, “Filthy,” 
debuted at No. 9 on the Billboard 
Hot 100 chart this week. 


Justin Timberlake — performing in September — previewed 
his new album “Man of the Woods” on Tuesday in New York. 

Amy Harris, Invision/AP 


Ann Cnrry says she’s not snrprised by Matt Laner scandal 


From wire services 

Former “Today” show anchor Ann Curry 
says she’s not surprised by the allegations 
that got former colleague Matt Lauer fired 
and that there was an atmosphere of verbal 
sexual harassment at the NBC show when 
she worked there. 

Curry lost her job after less than two years 
as Lauer’s co-anchor in 2012 and left NBC in 
2015. She told “CBS This Morning” in an in¬ 
terview Wednesday that it “hurt like hell.” 

She offered no specific examples of wrong¬ 
doing, saying she didn’t want to cause more 
pain. Lauer was fired in November for an 
inappropriate relationship with a colleague 
that began in 2014. 

Meanwhile, “Today” announced that Libby 
Leist is replacing Don Nash as executive pro¬ 
ducer for the first two hours of “Today.” That 
means that the three executives running 
the show are all women. The announcement 
comes two weeks after NBC appointed Hoda 
Kotb as Lauer’s replacement, working along¬ 
side Savannah Guthrie — meaning the show 
has two women in its lead on-air roles for the 
first time in its history. 

Curry has been quiet since leaving 
“Today,” but she gave Wednesday’s interview 
to promote an upcoming show on PBS. 

“I would be surprised if many women did 
not understand that there was a climate of 
verbal harassment that existed,” Curry said, 
later amending that to add the word “sexual.” 
She said the world is “waking up to a reality, 
an injustice that has been occurring for some 


time. I think it will continue until the glass 
ceiling is finally broken,” she said. “This 
is about power, a power imbalance where 
women are not valued as much as men.” 

Curry’s tearful farewell proved disastrous 
for “Today,” leading it to lose its long-held po¬ 
sition in first place in morning ratings. Many 
viewers blamed Lauer; when asked if she be¬ 
lieved he was behind her firing, Curry said 
that “I’m not the one to ask.” 

“You’re the only one to ask,” said CBS’ 
Gayle King. 

Matt Damon apologizes 
for controversial comments 

Matt Damon is ready to sit down and shut 
up. The “Downsizing” actor apologized for 
the slew of controversial comments he’s made 
on the #MeToo movement in recent weeks, 
and said it’s time he keeps his mouth shut. 

“I really wish I’d listened a lot more before 
I weighed in on this. I think ultimately what 
it is for me is that I don’t want to further any¬ 
body’s pain with anything that I do or say, so 
for that. I’m really sorry,” Damon said on the 
“Today” show Tuesday. 

He added that the Time’s Up initiative, 
launched by more than 300 women in Holly¬ 
wood to help combat sexual harassment, has 
his full support. 

“(With) Time’s Up, a lot of those women are 
my dear friends, and I love them and respect 
them and support what they’re doing and 
want to be a part of that change and want to go 
along for the ride, but I should get in the back¬ 


seat and close my mouth for while,” he said. 

Other news 

■ Mila Kunis was named Woman of the 
Year on Tuesday by Harvard University’s 
Hasty Pudding Theatricals. The actress will 
be honored Jan. 25 with a parade followed by 
a roast. 

■ It’s a girl for Kim Kardashian West and 
her husband, Kanye West, via surrogate. 
Kardashian West announced Tuesday on 
her app that their third baby was born early 
Monday. Kardashian West did not reveal the 
new arrival’s name. 

■ The singer Seal is the subject of a sex¬ 
ual battery investigation by the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department after a former 
Malibu neighbor made allegations against 
Seal that she said occurred in November 2016, 
authorities said. 

■ Kevin Spacey was hit Monday with a 
new allegation: racism on the set of “House 
of Cards.” During filming of the first season 
of the presidential Netflix drama, Spacey 
allegedly used the N-word when he told his 
security manager that he didn’t want black 
security personnel watching the show trail¬ 
er, according to Earl Blue, the head of VIP 
Protective Services. 

■ The widow of Eagles guitarist Glenn Frey 
sued Mount Sinai Hospital Tuesday, charging 
that a doctor failed to properly treat the rock 
star’s fatal stomach ailment. Cindy Frey filed 
the lawsuit in Manhattan Supreme Court just 
two days before the second anniversary of her 
late husband’s death at age 67. 


More actors are 
expressing regret 
about working 
with Woody Allen 

By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

A growing number of actors 
are distancing themselves from 
Woody Allen and his next film, 
heightening questions about the 
future of the prolific filmmaker 
in a Hollywood newly sensitive to 
allegations of sexual misconduct. 

Timothee Chalamet on Tuesday 
said he will donate his salary for 
an upcoming Woody Allen film 
to three charities fighting sexual 
harassment and abuse: Time’s Up, 
the LGBT Center in New York and 
RAINN. The breakout star of “Call 
Me By Your Name” announced on 
Instagram that he didn’t want to 
profit from his work on Allen’s “A 
Rainy Day in New York,” which 
wrapped shooting in the fall. 

“I want to be worthy of stand¬ 
ing shoulder-to-shoulder with the 
brave artists who are fighting 
for all people to be treated with 
the respect and dignity they de¬ 
serve,” said Chalamet. 

Chalamet is just the latest cast 
member of an Allen production 
to express regret or guilt about 
being professionally associated 
with the director. In recent weeks, 
Rebecca Hall (“A Rainy Day in 
New York,” “Vicky Cristina Bar¬ 
celona”), Mira Sorvino (“Mighty 
Aphrodite”), Ellen Page (“To 
Rome with Love”), David Krum- 
holtz (“Wonder Wheel”) and 
Griffith Newman (“A Rainy Day 
in New York”) have all in some 
way distanced themselves from 
Allen or vowed that they wouldn’t 
work with him again. 

The rising chorus suggests the 
road ahead for Allen, 82, might 
be particularly challenging, even 
for a director whose personal con¬ 
troversies have for decades made 
him an alternatively beloved and 
reviled figure in movies. Finan¬ 
cial support for the filmmaker has 
not previously waned in part be¬ 
cause of the eagerness many stars 
have for working with a cinematic 
legend. But fielding a starry cast 
might begin to prove difficult. 

Dylan Farrow, Allen’s adopted 
daughter, has said Allen molested 
her in an attic in 1992 when she 
was seven. Allen, who has long 
denied the allegations, was in¬ 
vestigated for the incident but not 
charged. New remarks by Farrow 
were aired Wednesday as a pre¬ 
lude to what “CBS This Morning” 
calls her first on-camera discus¬ 
sion of the issue. 

Asked why she hopes people 
will believe her now, she replied, 
“I suppose that’s on them. All I 
can do is speak my truth.” 

Farrow has previously ques¬ 
tioned why the #MeToo move¬ 
ment hasn’t ensnarled Allen. 

Some have continued to pubhcly 
support Allen, though, including 
Alec Baldwin. “Woody Allen was 
investigated forensically by two 
states (NY and CT) and no charg¬ 
es were filed,” Baldwin said Tues¬ 
day on Twitter. “The renunciation 
of him and his work, no doubt, has 
some purpose. But it’s unfair and 
sad to me. I worked with Woody 
Allen three times and it was one of 
the privileges of my career.” 
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States sue FCC over net neutrality decision 


By Hamza Shaban 
AND Brian Fung 
The Washington Post 

Twenty-one states, the District 
of Columbia and several public in¬ 
terest groups filed the first mgjor 
lawsuits Tuesday to block the re¬ 
peal of the Federal Communica¬ 
tions Commission’s net neutrality 
rules, marking the start of a high- 
stakes legal battle over the future 
of the internet. 

The FCC’s rules had prohibited 
internet providers from slowing 
down or blocking websites. New 
York Attorney General Eric Sch- 
neiderman, who is leading the 
states’ suit, said that the FCC’s 
repeal of the net neutrality rules 
was “arbitrary” and “capricious” 
and violates federal law. 

The suit comes just a day after 
Democrats in the Senate said they 
were inching closer to the votes 
needed for a legislative measure 


to help overturn the FCC’s rule 
change. Their resolution aims to 
reverse the FCC’s decision and 
block the agency from passing 
similar measures in the future. 
It has garnered the support of all 
49 Democratic senators as well as 
one Republican, Sen. Susan Col¬ 
lins of Maine. 

Tuesday’s lawsuits seized on 
that momentum and represent 
another avenue for supporters of 
the net neutrality rules to undo 
the repeal. 

The net neutrality rules were 
dismantled in a December vote 
led by Republican FCC Chairman 
Ajit Pai. Republicans had argued 
that the existing rules stymied in¬ 
dustry investment, while Demo¬ 
crats maintained that they served 
as a vital consumer protection. 

In Tuesday’s filing, the attor¬ 
neys general requested that the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. 
Circuit review the FCC’s new 


policy to determine whether it is 
illegal and unconstitutional. 

Schneiderman argued in a 
statement that the FCC failed to 
justify its net neutrality rever¬ 
sal while dismissing evidence of 
harm to consumers and business¬ 
es. He also claimed that the FCC 
erroneously and unreasonably 
interpreted the Communications 
Act, the federal law at the heart 
of the net neutrality rules. In ad¬ 
dition, Pai’s move to repeal the 
rules included an unlawful pre¬ 
emption of state and local regula¬ 
tions, Schneiderman said. 

The FCC is expected to defend 
its decision by pointing to prior 
cases in which the agency had 
changed its mind on how to regu¬ 
late businesses under its jurisdic¬ 
tion. Lawyers representing the 
broadband industry have said the 
FCC will have a strong case if it 
can demonstrate solid reasoning. 

The FCC declined to comment. 


Until the FCC’s decision is pub¬ 
lished in the Federal Register 
— a process that could take days 
or weeks — appeals courts may 
reject any lawsuits submitted on 
net neutrality on the grounds that 
it is too soon to file. But those fil¬ 
ing the suits Tuesday said they 
issued their challenges to ensure 
their suits are included in the 
judicial lottery, the process that 
determines which court will hear 
the case. 

In filing with the D.C. Circuit, 
the state attorneys general hope 
to “win” the lottery by having 
that court hear the case. It was 
the D.C. Circuit that upheld the 
FCC’s net neutrality rules in 
2016, handing the telecom indus¬ 
try a m^or defeat. 

Outside defenders of the FCC, 
meanwhile, could launch their 
own court petition to have the 
rules reviewed. Doing so would 
allow industry groups to try to 


Dow briefly reaches milestone of 26,000 points 


By Alex Veiga 
Associated Press 

Losses by industrial and tech¬ 
nology companies helped pull 
U.S. stocks lower Tuesday, pull¬ 
ing the market back from its lat¬ 
est record highs. 

The slide erased some of the 
gains from a broad rally earlier 
in the day that had sent the Dow 
Jones industrial average past the 
26,000-point threshold for the 
first time. 

Energy stocks also fell as crude 
oil prices declined. Health care 
stocks were among the gainers as 
investors sized up the latest com¬ 
pany earnings and deal news fol¬ 


lowing a long holiday weekend. 

“We’ve come perhaps a little bit 
too far, too fast,” said Terry Sand- 
ven, chief equity strategist at U.S. 
Bank Wealth Management. “If 
you look at year-to-date perfor¬ 
mance, you have the broad popu¬ 
lar indices up roughly 3 to almost 
5 percent in two weeks’ trading. 
That’s a fairly torrid pace and a 
pace that we think is perhaps a 
little aggressive, so a little bit of 
a pause here would perhaps be 
constructive.” 

The Dow’s latest milestone¬ 
setting move happened shortly 
after the market opened Tuesday 
as investors weighed encourag¬ 
ing earnings from Citigroup and 


UnitedHealth Group. 

It took the Dow seven trading 
days since it first closed above 
25,000 on Jan. 4 to cross the 
26,000-point threshold. That’s 
faster than the 23 days it took the 
Dow to go from 24,000 to 25,000 
points, which was a record thou¬ 
sand-point swing. 

The milestone moment didn’t 
last. The rally lost steam by early 
afternoon, ultimately pulling the 
Dow and the other m^or indexes 
into the red. 

Even with Tuesday’s reversal 
the stock market is off to a stellar 
start in 2018. The S&P 500 index 
has closed lower only one other 
day this year. It capped last week 


with its seventh weekly gain in 
the past eight. 

The Dow was at 25,963.99, up 
171.13, late Wednesday morning. 
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win the judicial lottery by having 
the case heard in a court that is 
considered friendlier to business 
interests. 

All 22 attorneys general listed 
in the lawsuit are Democrats. In 
addition to the District of Colum¬ 
bia and New York, California, 
Virginia, Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Mary¬ 
land, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, New Mexico, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
Vermont and Washington are all 
part of the suit. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 18).$1.2534 

Dollar buys (Jan. 18).€0.7978 

British pound (Jan. 18).$1.42 

Japanese yen (Jan. 18).108.00 

$outh Korean won (Jan. 18).1,037.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3799 

Canada (Dollar).1.2412 

China (Yuan) 6 4352 

Denmark (Krone).6.0913 

Egypt (Pound). 17.7001 

Euro.$1.2228/0.8178 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8193 

Hungary (Forint).252.43 

Israel ($hekel).3.4461 

Japan (Yen) 110 65 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3005 

Norway (Krone).7.8725 

Philippines (Peso).50.75 

Poland (Zloty) 3 41 

$audi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

$ingapore (Dollar).1.3229 

South Korea (Won).1,068.95 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9616 

Thailand (Baht).31.94 

Turkey (Lira).3.8149 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.39 

30-year bond.2.83 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 




FRIDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



70/61 

• The weather Is provided by the 

American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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By Suzanne Nossel 
Special to the Los Angeles Times 

A s year two of the Trump adminis¬ 
tration begins, a workaround has 
emerged to deal with the presi¬ 
dent’s mercurial rantings: Ignore 
them, deny them or try to wish them away. 

At first. Republican Sens. Tom Cotton 
and David Perdue merely “did not recall” 
the president using a much-reported vul¬ 
garity in a White House meeting; then 
suddenly they were certain it had never 
happened at all. The head of the White 
House Correspondents’ Association, Mar¬ 
garet Talev, has dismissed President 
Donald Trump’s persistent denigrations 
of the press as “rhetoric” and says her or¬ 
ganization will not react to threats unless 
they are backed by action. White House 
Chief of Staff John Kelly claims he does 
not follow the president’s tweets, nor does 
he allow other aides to do so. In October, 
House Speaker Paul Ryan urged the pub¬ 
lic to do the same: “All this stuff you see 
on a daily basis, on Twitter this and Twit¬ 
ter that — forget about it.” When Trump 
had an attorney pledge to sue the author 
and publisher of “Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House,” many observers 
dismissed it as empty legal saber-rattling, 
another bullying bluff 
The desire to play down the president’s 
tirades is understandable. His unscripted 
utterances, tweets and threats tend toward 
the gratuitous, unfounded and confound¬ 
ing. The impulses that drive them seem 
to evaporate long before the retweeting is 
done. That Trump cannot be taken at his 
word, however, doesn’t render his words 
inconsequential. The incontrovertible fact 
that he is president gives his pronounce¬ 
ments potency independent of their ve¬ 
racity or the intent and actions of the man 
doing the talking. Declining to credit what 
he says doesn’t neutralize its power. 

One essential reason we are not at lib¬ 
erty to ignore Trump’s words is that others 
won’t or can’t. Readers of the Los Angeles 


By Jay Ambrose 
Tribune News Service 

O nce, when I was living in north¬ 
ern Virginia, I was in my front 
yard when I noticed crows flying 
around a tree going caw, caw, caw 
as more and more crows joined them. And 
then I noticed the owl. It was sitting there, 
probably none too happy as the number of 
crows grew to easily more than 100 peck¬ 
ing away at him as if they were journalists 
and he was President Donald Trump. 

It’s called mobbing, this daytime gather¬ 
ing of birds to intimidate and maybe even 
kill an inherently hated predator that will 
sometimes track one down and eat it individ¬ 
ually at night. We’ve lately seen something 
like that since Trump, in a private meeting 
about immigration reform, referred to “s- 
-hole countries” such as Haiti, El Salvador 
and others in Africa. He’s a racist, racist, 
racist, it has been screamed as ever more 
journalistic commentators, politicians and 
others have circled the tree. 

Look, Trump was unabashedly wrong 
in a variety of respects. He should shed 
the vulgarity that one TV outlet especially 
loved to repeat. He should not denigrate 
any country recklessly. He should have 
seen the intonations of racism in his re¬ 
marks. He should have realized that some 
conniving politico would rat on him. He 
should have negotiated in calm, cool tones. 
He should have maintained the momentum 


Times may dismiss his self-serving rants, 
but the president’s core supporters believe 
him when he calls CNN or The New York 
Times fake news. The mistrust he has sown 
has helped drive record-low public per¬ 
ceptions of the media, fortifying Trump’s 
hard-line supporters inside a bunker that 
can’t be penetrated by facts or reason. 
Employees of the federal government also 
don’t have the luxury of ignoring the boss. 
In a November filing, attorneys from the 
Department of Justice told a federal court 
that the president’s tweets are treated as 
official statements. 

In foreign capitals around the world, 
other nations’ leaders and officials are 
rightly hesitant to disregard Trump’s 
statements, no matter how baseless. Given 
the United States’ economic and military 
might, any chance that the president is 
serious about, for example, his baiting of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un or his 
contempt for NATO demands that for¬ 
eign governments react. And because in¬ 
ternational leaders must factor Trump’s 
pronouncements about them into policy¬ 
making, his musings can change facts on 
the ground when it comes to the health of 
the trans-Atlantic partnership or the fate 
of the Korean Peninsula. 

Dismissing Trump’s rhetoric carries an¬ 
other risk. As in the fable of the boy who 
cried wolf, sometimes he really means it. 
Some of his assertions are every bit as de¬ 
liberate and consequential as presidential 
pronouncements used to be. He has made 
good on pledges to cut aid to Pakistan and 
to repudiate long-standing U.S. policy on 
Israel’s capital. Trump’s unpredictability 
renders the boundary between serious and 
spurious virtually indiscernible at the time 
his remarks are made. Nothing he says 
can be taken for its plain meaning, nor can 
anything be disregarded as definitively 
meaningless. 

Some analysts have argued that the 
structure of our federal government, with 
its strong institutions and checks and bal¬ 


his administration was beginning to build. 

But keep in mind a context in which 
too many have seemed intent on making 
America more nearly a “s—hole country.” 

Trump had aimed to restore the rule of 
law by undoing an unconstitutional Barack 
Obama edict legalizing the children of il¬ 
legal immigrants who weren’t born in the 
United States, known as “Dreamers.” He 
said he would like to see it restored the 
right way by congressional vote, but also 
wanted more border security with Mexico 
and an emphasis on merit instead of family 
ties in the admission of legal immigrants. 
He wanted to do away with an unintelligi¬ 
ble program in which legal immigrants are 
chosen by lottery from selected countries 
for the sake of “diversity.” 

The heart of all of this, when a number of 
other items are included, is for the United 
States to establish its own immigration sys¬ 
tem instead of having lawbreakers estab¬ 
lish it for us, and something else. That is 
to emphasize merit instead of the predomi¬ 
nant criterion of family ties on who enters 
our country. Merit means bringing in more 
people whose education and skills allow 
easy, quick assimilation along with filling 
often technical jobs making the economy 
shine especially bright. 

It is true that immigrants, disproportion¬ 
ately unskilled, add $50 billion to America’s 
wealth each year. That sounds great, and is 
preached incessantly by liberals overlook¬ 
ing a point made by professor George Bor- 


ances, offers protection against the gale 
force of contradictory and radical presi¬ 
dential talk. By this logic an irrational 
and unreliable president could gradually 
be relegated to the margins of policymak¬ 
ing, or even impeached. So far, though, the 
required quorum of government officials 
hasn’t emerged to safeguard the republic. 

The president’s brazen falsehoods about 
the implications of the new tax law for the 
middle class, the wealthy and even for 
Trump himself were lapped up by Repub¬ 
lican lawmakers hungry for a legislative 
win. Rather than excoriating Trump for 
threatening to ban “Fire and Fury,” con¬ 
gressional Republicans rejoiced that the 
president’s outrage led to the ouster of an¬ 
tagonist Steve Bannon. When Trump’s ti¬ 
rades serve their interests, his accomplices 
play along, to the point of lying if necessary 
to quell a crisis. 

To refuse to dismiss Trump’s bloviating 
does not mean that his every tweet should 
dominate the news cycle. Trump’s blather 

— however incendiary or inopportune 

— demands confrontation. This means 
vociferously defending the truth, calling 
out falsehoods, decrying recklessness, 
standing up for the victimized and coun¬ 
tering absurdity with reason. The idea 
that Trump’s folly will eventually collapse 
under its own weight itself collapsed on the 
day he was elected president. 

That citizens, pundits and even his own 
chief of staff have often decided to tune out 
Trump may help blunt the force of his most 
ill-conceived pronouncements. But deny¬ 
ing the power of the presidential bully pul¬ 
pit brings with it a weakening of the U.S. 
presidency as a whole, an impairment that 
may well outlive Trump’s tenure. The only 
thing more dangerous to the United States 
than taking the president at his word would 
be a collective decision to no longer do so. 

Suzanne Nossel is the executive director of PEN 

America. 


jas, of Harvard, who has studied the issue 
for 30 years. He tells us they also pay low 
taxes on average and get relatively high 
government assistance. The net cost is 
$50 billion, meaning you can subtract that 
from their financial contribution and end 
up with zero. 

When Trump met with members of a 
bipartisan committee working out a com¬ 
promise, he found that the compromise 
was no compromise. The liberals obvious¬ 
ly wanted the Dreamers to be made legal, 
but also their parents. They were willing to 
give some money for a start on border se¬ 
curity while doing little on behalf of meri¬ 
tocratic standards of admission. Much of 
the lottery system would go, but much of 
its money would be spent instead on giving 
green cards to Haitians and others brought 
here as temporary refugees. 

Here is the issue that instigated Trump’s 
curse. A meritocratic system would not be 
based on the country of origin like the bi¬ 
ased lottery system. It would be based on 
individuals. Asians, who have prospered 
more than any other large group of im¬ 
migrants, would clearly benefit. Because 
of higher wages in low-skill jobs, so would 
low-skill blacks, Hispanics and whites al¬ 
ready here. 

Isn’t it time for the mobbing to focus on 
those against all of this? 

Jay Ambrose is an op-ed columnist for Tribune 
News Service. 


Immigration reform needed, however you say it 
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OPINION _ 

New N. Korea bringing back Cold War paranoia 



Jhune Liwanag/AP 

A highway median sign broadcasts a message of “There is no threat” in Kaneohe, 
Hawaii, on Saturday. State emergency officials mistakenly sent out an emergency alert 
warning of an imminent missile strike, sending islanders into a panic. 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

O ver the weekend, residents of 
Hawaii received a terrifying 
emergency alert on their phones: 
A ballistic missile was incoming. 
“Seek immediate shelter,” the alert warned 
in all-caps. “This is not a drill.” But it also 
wasn’t real. It was a false alarm, triggered 
accidentally by a state employee. 

While authorities took more than half an 
hour to address the message, the panic it 
sowed was immeasurable, reviving the ter¬ 
ror sparked by similar false alerts during 
the Cold War. It also reinforced the reality 
of the present day: Given the state of ten¬ 
sions with North Korea and the rogue re¬ 
gime’s demonstrated weapons capabilities, 
the prospect of ballistic missiles raining 
down on Hawaii can’t be shrugged away. 
This year, William J. Perry, a secretary of 
defense during the Clinton administration 
and a dogged campaigner on the threat of 
nuclear weapons, declared on Twitter that 
“we are at greater risk of nuclear catas¬ 
trophe now than we were during the Cold 
War.” 

Here was a misunderstanding with po¬ 
tentially disastrous consequences. Tulsi 
Gabbard, a Democratic congresswoman 
from Hawaii who has emerged as an anti- 
hawkish, albeit controversial, voice in 
Washington, tweeted a plea for negotia¬ 
tions with Pyongyang. 

But diplomacy without preconditions 
is certainly not the mantra of the White 
House. At an international summit held 
in the Canadian city of Vancouver on 
Tuesday, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
pushed for greater economic pressure on 
the pariah regime of Kim Jong Un. “We 
must increase the costs of the regime’s be¬ 
havior to the point that North Korea comes 
to the table for credible negotiations,” said 
Tillerson, discussing ways to tighten sanc¬ 
tions against North Korea. “The object of 
negotiations, if and when we get there, is 
the complete, verifiable and irreversible 
denuclearization of North Korea.” 

The meeting where he delivered those 
remarks could itself be seen as a somewhat 


confrontational act. Co-hosted by Tillerson 
and Canadian foreign minister Chrystia 
Freeland, it brought together 18 other na¬ 
tions, including countries as diverse as 
South Korea, Belgium, Colombia, Greece, 
India, Italy, New Zealand and Britain. 
Why? The majority of these countries par¬ 
ticipated in the Korean War more than six 
decades ago, entering the conflict on be¬ 
half of South Korea under the auspices of 
the United Nations. 

Intensifying the Cold War paradigm was 
the absence of two other key interlocutors: 
China and Russia. Ahead of the Vancouver 
summit, officials both in Beijing and Mos¬ 
cow voiced their disapproval of the whole 
thing. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov deemed it “harmful” in a news 
conference Monday. “When we found out 
about the meeting, we asked. Why do you 
need all those countries together?” Lavrov 
said. “Greece, Belgium, Colombia, Luxem¬ 
bourg. What do they have to do with the 
Korean Peninsula?” 

In remarks cited by Canadian media, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang also decried the summit, arguing 
that it “reflects Cold War thinking, which 


will only create divisions in the interna¬ 
tional community and undermine the joint 
efforts that are being made to resolve prop¬ 
erly the Korean Peninsula nuclear issue.” 

In North Korea, Cold War paranoia is 
all the more real. Kim’s regime feeds off 
a sense of permanent antipathy toward 
the United States, which presided over 
a hideous bombing campaign against 
North Korea that lives long in the state’s 
memory. 

“The bombing was long, leisurely and 
merciless, even by the assessment of Amer¬ 
ica’s own leaders,” wrote former Wash¬ 
ington Post reporter Blaine Harden a few 
years ago. “ ‘Over a period of three years or 
so, we killed off—what — 20 percent of the 
population,’ Air Force Gen. Curtis LeMay, 
head of the Strategic Air Command during 
the Korean War, told the Office of Air Force 
History in 1984. Dean Rusk, a supporter of 
the war and later secretary of state, said 
the United States bombed ‘everything that 
moved in North Korea, every brick stand¬ 
ing on top of another.’” 

Current tensions have only exacerbated 
Pyongyang’s ever-present fears — and bel¬ 
licose propaganda efforts. As the summit 


took place, the regime chose to launch an¬ 
other rhetorical blast at President Donald 
Trump, mocking him for his tweet about 
possessing a bigger “nuclear button” than 
Kim. 

“Trump’s bluff is ... just a spasm of a 
lunatic frightened by the might” of North 
Korea “and a bark of a rabid dog,” stated 
the commentary in Rodong Sinmun, the 
ruling party’s official newspaper. 

Likewise, the Trump administration 
seems in no mood to back down. In Van¬ 
couver, Tillerson also said that the United 
States would not stop joint military exer¬ 
cises with South Korea in exchange for 
North Korea halting its nuclear weapons 
program. Known in diplomatic parlance 
as “freeze for freeze,” it’s a path toward 
de-escalation long favored by Moscow and 
Beijing, but staunchly opposed by the Unit¬ 
ed States and its regional allies. 

But essentially nothing tangible can be 
achieved on North Korea without buy-in 
from the Russians and Chinese. And so 
the Trump administration’s attempts at 
reckoning with Pyongyang will rumble 
fitfully on. A host of American experts on 
both sides of the political divide believe the 
Trump administration simply has to learn 
how to live with a nuclear North Korea. 

John Delury, an expert on Chinese and 
regional affairs based in Seoul, argues that 
Washington must move beyond the Cold 
War paradigm for good. 

“A breakthrough with the United States 
would allow North Korea to begin nor¬ 
malizing economic relationships with its 
neighbors, building on a transformation 
that is already quietly underway. ... Over 
the long run, a gradual process of disman¬ 
tlement could lead to denuclearization as 
the sense of mutual threat is eliminated,” 
Delury wrote in Foreign Policy. “If Mao, 
who talked of nuclear war as a real possi¬ 
bility that China could survive, and Nixon, 
who built his career on fighting commu¬ 
nism, could bury the sword in the interests 
of geopolitical stability, why can’t Kim and 
Trump? They can. And they must.” 

Ishaan Tharoor writes^about foreign affairs for 

The Washington Post. 


ISIS still benefiting from Iraq’s economic problems 


By Renad Mansour 

AND HiSHAM AL-HaSHIMI 
Foreign Policy 

A s Islamic State lost one of its last 
villages in Iraq, Brett McGurk, 
the US. special envoy to the co¬ 
alition battling the group, took to 
Twitter for a victory lap. The organization’s 
“phony ‘caliphate,’” he wrote, is “coming 
to an end.” 

It is true that ISIS has lost the vast major¬ 
ity of its territory, which at its peak in 2014 
included about one-third of Iraq and half 
of Syria. Once dubbed “the world’s richest 
terrorist organization” by the United Na¬ 
tions, it has also lost an estimated 80 per¬ 
cent of the funds it acquired by conquering 
territory and mimicking the functions of a 
state, collecting taxes and tariffs from the 
citizens under its control. 

Rumors of ISIS’ demise, however, have 
been greatly exaggerated. For all of the 
victories that the Iraqi government and its 
international allies have won on the battle¬ 
field, they have so far been unable to deal 
similar damage to the jihadi organization’s 
financial capabilities. Indeed, the corrupt 
war economies of Iraq and Syria will allow 
ISIS to continue on and finance a danger¬ 
ous insurgency. If the caliphate is to be 
truly eradicated, its opponents must find 
ways to starve it of cash. 


ISIS has smuggled an estimated $400 
million out of Iraq and Syria during its re¬ 
cent retreat, according to an Iraqi legisla¬ 
tor who sits on a parliamentary committee 
to gather facts on Mosul’s fall and who is 
close to figures in the organization. With 
that cash, ISIS has both smuggled money 
out of Iraq and invested in local Iraqi 
markets. 

The Iraqi government’s failure to exert 
control over the country’s informal econ¬ 
omy predates the U.S.-led war in 2003. In 
the 1990s, grueling international sanctions 
on oil and gas exports led Saddam Husse¬ 
in’s regime to expand smuggling networks 
across the borders with Turkey, Syria and 
Jordan. 

ISIS understood Baghdad’s lack of con¬ 
trol over the informal economy — and ex¬ 
ploited it. It seized the old smuggling routes 
when it rampaged across Iraq and Syria in 
2014, making $1 million or more per day 
from the war economy. The organization 
trafficked priceless antiquities, gold and oil 
— and took a cut from every sale. Evidence 
points to the complicity of political parties 
and well-connected individuals from Iraq 
and neighboring countries in fueling this 
black market. 

As ISIS returns to its insurgent roots, 
it has invested at least $250 million in le¬ 
gitimate businesses. Both in Baghdad and 
in recently liberated areas, it is relying on 


middlemen who are inspired not by ISIS’ 
ideology but by the prospect of economic 
gain. Many of the middlemen are tribal 
leaders or businessmen who have clean 
records and can hide their links to the ter¬ 
rorist organization. They are given a lump 
sum of cash to invest in a given business, 
and ISIS then takes a cut from the profits. 

These front companies include car deal¬ 
erships, electronics shops and pharmacies 
— but the business of choice is currency 
exchanges. According to the Central Bank 
of Iraq, hundreds of small ISIS-linked 
exchange houses now operate in Bagh¬ 
dad. Such businesses allowed the group to 
convert their Iraqi dinars into American 
dollars — a currency that will have far¬ 
ther reach across the globe. In 2014 and 
2015, ISIS participated in the Iraqi Cen¬ 
tral Bank’s currency auctions, which pro¬ 
vide banks and currency exchange houses 
with access to US. dollars in cash and help 
Baghdad stabilize the exchange rate. Yet it 
took the Iraqi government roughly a year 
to prevent the group’s participation. 

The Iraqi ministries of interior, defense, 
finance and foreign affairs; the central 
bank; the prime minister’s office; and the 
counterterrorism service are all trying to 
block the financing of terrorism — but they 
remain institutionally weak and rarely co¬ 
operate with each other. Coordination has 
been hobbled by political rivalries and cor¬ 


ruption among the political elites. Mem¬ 
bers of this elite class personally profit 
from the black market — a member of par¬ 
liament who belongs to an anti-corruption 
committee once opined that “everybody is 
corrupt,” including himself — so they lack 
any incentive to crack down on it. 

For ISIS’ leaders, the structural eco¬ 
nomic problems that afflict Iraq repre¬ 
sent a lifeline. They will continue to profit 
from the trade of illicit drugs, antiquities 
and arms, and also turn to kidnappings as 
a source of revenue — a tactic they relied 
on heavily in the organization’s early days 
more than a decade ago. They are bank¬ 
ing on the fact that the country’s thriving 
black market, if left unchecked, will allow 
them to transform their organization from 
a pseudo-state into a vicious insurgency. 

It’s time for Iraq and its allies to prove 
them wrong. The battle to defeat ISIS is, 
at the end of the day, a struggle to build 
an Iraqi state that is no longer hobbled by 
corruption and economic weaknesses. If 
the Trump administration really wants to 
bring ISIS to its knees, it must not only help 
Baghdad kill terrorists but also bankrupt 
them. 


Renad Mansour is a fellow at the Iraq Institute for 

Strategic Studies in Beirut and a doctorai Student 
at the University of Cambridge. Hisham al- 
Hashimi is a researcher at the Al-Nahrain Centre 
for Strategic Studies in Baghdad and a member of 
the National Reconciliation Commission, Iraq. 
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J£/@r AM FYt- I'M POTTY 

TRAiMm m, &0 puase: 

POM’T PUT A PIAPPR OM 
m TILL BPPTIMF. 



AL$0, RE-FUme, TO 
U$£ TU£ POTTY, &0 U£ 
MY JUMP UP AMP RUM 
AROUMP THE HOUSE IM 
MIP-POOP. 


WHY YOU AWT TELL ME 
ALL THIS BEFORE I 
ASREEP TO WATCH HIMf! 






Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



25 Pie — mode 

26 Bedtime drink 

28Tramcar contents 

29 Twist-off 
bottle top 

30 Olympic 
runner Keino 

31 Soon-to-be grads 

36 Inventor’s 
protection 

37 Chemical suffix 

38 “Be that as 
it may ...” 

41 “I see” 

42 Botched 

43 Roof overhang 

44 500 sheets 

46 Actress 
Campbell 

47 Spoken 

48 Snitched 

51 FDR project 


34 Melody 

35 Kilted musician 

38 PC programs 

39 Owned 

40 Many millennia 
42 Improved 
45 “Let’s do it!” 

49 Valentine border 

50 List-ending abbr. 

52 Protagonist 

53 Author Hunter 

54 Glamorous 
Gardner 

55 Cameo shape 

1-18 CRYPTOQUIP 

K PKVE lEYVY MYOFXGHGI 

KGVYAIV K’Q HDPHTV VYYKGX 

KG QT THMC PSFDC VISO 

YG-MSHAEKGX SG QT DHGC. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: FAMED CFIILDREN’S 
PLAY IN WHICH THE USE OF KITCHEN WHISKS 
IS COMPLETELY OUTLAWED: “BEATER BAN.” 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals R 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



ACROSS 

1 Apple tablet 
5 Devilish laugh 
8 Italian wine 
region 

12 Taboo 

13 Exist 

14 Boxing stats 

15 “King —” 

16 PBS funder 

17 Ship’s frame 

18 On the schedule 
20 Spanish dish 

22 Boxing legend 

23 NBC sketch 
show 

24 “Phooey!” 

27 Russian 

horsemen 

32 Quarterback 
Manning 

33 Curved line 


56 Sobbed 

57 Atlas page 

58 Use a blowtorch 

DOWN 

1 Pen fluids 

2 Motel amenity 

3 “The King 
and I” role 

4 Soldier’s ID 

5 Equalizer, in golf 

6 Before 

7 Pile 

8 Goddess of 
wisdom 

9 Yarmulke 

10 Bridge fee 

11 Actress Fisher 
19 Chicago 

transport 
21 Ninny 
24 Cotillion celeb 
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No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corT 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^I^STRI pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Sacred Heart 4, Bentley 2 
Mercyhurst 6, RIT 3 
Maine 3, UMass 1 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bloomfield 81, Post (Conn.) 58 
Buffalo 95, N. Illinois 67 
Chestnut Hill 61, Dominican (NY) 60 
Farmingdale 82, Merchant Marine 64 
Purchase 81, Old Westbury 65 
Syracuse 59, Pittsburgh 45 
Wilmington (Del.) 79, Jefferson 61 
SOUTH 

Cincinnati 49, UCF 38 
Georgia 61, LSU 60 
Memphis 73, UConn 49 
Midway at Berea, ccd. 

Milligan at Bluefield, ppd. 

Mississippi St. 80, Vanderbilt 62 
NIcholls 91, Texas A&M-CC 61 
North Carolina 87, Clemson 79 
South Carolina 76, Kentucky 68 
Tenn. Wesley^n^^Br/an, ppd. 

Ball St. 82, Cent. Michigan 76 
Bowling Green 81, Miami (Ohio) 70 
E. Michigan 63, Akron 49 
IUPUI81, Detroit 66 
Indiana-East 87, Indiana-Kokomo 77 
Kansas St. 87, Oklahoma 69 
Kent St. 73, W. Michigan 71 
Louisville 82, Notre Dame 78, 20T 
N. Iowa 68, Drake 54 
North Dakota 86, N. Dakota St. 77 
Purdue 78, Wisconsin 50 
Toledo 91, Ohio 57 

SOUTHWEST 

Texas A&M 71, Mississippi 69 

FAR WEST 

Warner Pacific 109, Multnomah Bible 65 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Chestnut Hill 80, Dominican (NY) 71 
Houston 99, Temple 75 
Jefferson 92, Wilmington (Del.) 49 
Old Westbury 103, Sarah Lawrence 24 

SOUTH 

Charleston Southern 81, Winthrop 45 
E. Mennonite 72, Bridgewater (Va.) 67 
High Point 62, Campbell 53 
Kentucky Christian at Hiwassee, ppd. 
Lynchburg 53, Emory & Henry 41 
Maryland 74, Indiana 70 
Milligan at Bluefield, ppd. 
Presbyterian 72, Gardner-Webb 69 
Radford 52, Longwood 33 
Tenn. Wesleyan at Bryan, ppd. 

UNC Asheville 48, Liberty 41 
MIDWEST 

Concordia (Wis.) 53, Milwaukee Engi¬ 
neering 40 

Indiana-Kokomo 85, Indiana-East 77 
Lakeland 63, Edgewood 54 
Michigan 84, Ohio St. 75 
Michigan St. 67, Illinois 55 
Minn.-Crookston 73, Bemidji St. 48 
Nebraska 74, Iowa 65 
S. Dakota St. 76, Dakota Wesleyan 63 
Wichita St. 66, SMU 43 
Wis. Lutheran 79, Aurora 32 


Deals 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

Boxing 


AP sportlight 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Named Gene 
Lament special assistant to the general 
manager. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agree to terms 
with LHP Wade LeBlanc on a minor 
league contract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Johendi Jiminian, C Joe Odom, 
INFs Matt Hague and Rey Navarro and 
OFs John Andreoli and Kirk Nieuwenhuis 
on minor league contracts. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Deolis Guerra on a minor 
league contract. 

National League 

NEW YORK METS - Agreed to terms 
with with OF Jay Bruce on a three-year 
contract. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA — Fined Toronto G DeMar DeRo- 
zan $15,000 for public criticism of offici- 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS - Released OT 
Storm Norton from the practice squad. 
Signed TE Nick Truesdell to the practice 
squad. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Named Brian 
Schottenheimer offensive coordinator 
and Ken Norton Jr. defensive coordina¬ 
tor. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled 
F Dominic Toninato from San Antonio 
(AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Recalled F Mi¬ 
chael Amadio and D Paul LaDue from On¬ 
tario (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled 
F Frederick Gaudreau from Milwaukee 
(AHL). 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Assigned D 
Steven Santini to Binghamton (AHL). Re¬ 
called G Ken Appleby from Binghamton. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Recalled G 
Louis Domingue from Syracuse (AHL). 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS - Signed D 
Jon Merrill to a two-year contract exten¬ 
sion. Recalled D Jason Garrison from Chi¬ 
cago (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LA GALAXY - Signed D Emrah Kli- 
menta. 

REAL SALT LAKE - Re-signed M Kyle 
Beckerman. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

WASHINGTON SPIRIT - Traded F Crys¬ 
tal Dunn and an international roster spot 
to North Carolina for D Taylor Smith and F 
Ashley Hatch. Traded F/D Lindsay Agnew 
and the No. 6 pick in the 2018 draft to 
Houston for the No. 3 overall pick. 

COLLEGE 

CHATTANOOGA - Promoted senior 
associate athletics director Scott Altizer 
to deputy athletics director, senior as¬ 
sociate athletics director/senior woman 
administrator Laura Herron to executive 
associate athletics director/senior wom¬ 
an administrator and associate athletics 
director of student support services Dr. 
Emily Blackman to senior associate ath¬ 
letics director. Named Lee Roberts asso¬ 
ciate athletics director for development, 
Beth Luehrs director of business affairs, 
Andrew Horton senior associate athlet¬ 
ics director for external operations. Ad¬ 
justed the title of Dr. Jay Blackman to 
senior associate athletics director for 
strategic communications. 

NOTRE DAME - Dismissed Junior WR 
Kevin Stepherson, sophomore RBs Deon 
McIntosh and CJ Holmes and Junior 
DT Brandon Tiassum from the football 

RUTGERS - Named John McNulty of¬ 
fensive coordinator. 

SYRACUSE — Named Mike Cavanaugh 
offensive line coach. 

WASHINGTON STATE - Suspended 
men’s junior basketball G KJ Langston in¬ 
definitely for a violation of team rules. 


Jan. 18 

1938 — Grover Cleveland Alexander is 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame. His 
90 shutouts is second on the all-time list 
to Walter Johnson and his 16 shutouts in 
1916 is still the major league record. 

1958 — Canadian born Willie O’Ree be¬ 
comes the NHL’s first black player for the 
Boston Bruins. 

1972 — The Lakers’ Jerry West hits a 
last-second, 20-foot jumper to lead the 
West team to a 112-110 NBA All-Star vic¬ 
tory over the East, as he garners the MVP 

1973 — Orlando Cepeda becomes the 
first player signed specifically to be a 
designated hitter. He signs with the Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox one week after the desig¬ 
nated hitter rule is approved. 

1976 — Pittsburgh wins the Super 
Bowl for the second straight year. Terry 
Bradshaw's 64-yard touchdown pass to 
Lynn Swann and Glen Edwards’ intercep¬ 
tion on the last play of the game gives 
the Steelers a 21-17 win over the Dallas 
Cowboys. Swann, with four receptions 
for 161 yards, is the game’s MVP. 

1992 — Brett Hull scores two goals 
with the help of linemate Wayne Gretzky 
to lead the Campbell Conference to a 10- 
6 victory over the Wales Conference in 
the NHL All-Star game. 

2003 — Michelle Kwan wins her sixth 
straight title, and seventh overall, at the 
U.S. Figure Skating Championships. Mi¬ 


chael Weiss, despite splattering on his 
quad lutz, two-footing a quad toe and 
not doing a triple axel the entire compe¬ 
tition, gets his third U.S. men’s title. 

2004 — The New England Patriots earn 
their second trip to the Super Bowl in 
three seasons by defeating the India- 
■oolis Colts 24-14 in the AFC champion- 


p game. The Philadelphia Eagles 
; win short of the Super Bowl for 


NFL playoffs 

Wild-card Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee 22, Kansas City 21 
Atlanta 26, Los Angeles Rams 13 
Sunday, Jan. 7 
Jacksonville 10, Buffalo 3 
New Orleans 31, Carolina 26 
Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 
Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 
Sunday, Jan. 14 
Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 


Sund^^Mn. 21 

Jacksonville at New England 


At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC VS. NFC 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 

NFL Draft early entries 


Kyi 

Ma 


Jaire Alexander, cb, Louisville 
Josh Allen, qb, Wyoming 
Kyle Allen, qb, Houston 
Mark Andrews, te, Oklahoma 
Dorance Armstrong, de, Kansas 
Jerome Baker, lb, OTiio State 
Saquon Barkley, rb, Penn State 
Jessie Bates III, db. Wake Forest 
Orlando Brown, ot, Oklahoma 
Taven Bryan, dt, Florida 
Deontay Burnett, wr. Southern Cal 
Deon Cain, wr, Clemson 
Antonio Callaway, wr, Florida 
Will Clapp, c, LSU 
Simmie Cobbs, wr, Indiana 
Keke Coutee, wr, Texas Tech 
JJ Dallas, cb, Louisiana-Monroe 
James Daniels, c, Iowa 
Sam Darnold, qb. Southern Cal 
Carlton Davis, cb. Auburn 
Michael Dickson, p, Texas 
Terrell Edmunds, s, Virginia Tech 
Tremaine Edmunds, lb, Virginia Tech 
DeShon Elliott, s, Texas 
Minkah Fitzpatrick, s, Alabama 
Nick Gates, ol, Nebraska 
Rashaan Gaulden, db, Tennessee 
Frank Ginda, lb, San Jose State 
Rasheem Green, dl. Southern Cal 
Derrius Guice, rb, LSU 
Marcell Harris, s, Florida 
Ronnie Harrison, s, Alabama 
Taylor Hearn, g, Clemson 

S uadree Henderson, wr. Pi 
olton Hill, cb, Texas 
Nyhelm Hine^ rb, N.C. State 


iderson, wr, Pittsburgh 


_ - ^ Super Bowl for the 

third straight year as the Carolina Pan¬ 
thers post a 14-3 win. 

2005 — Earl Boykins breaks the NBA 
record for points in an overtime, scor¬ 
ing 15 of Denver’s 21 points in the extra 
period as the Nuggets beat the Seattle 
SuperSonics 116-110. The 5-foot-5 guard, 
the league’s smallest player, broke the 
record of 14 overtime points set by Butch 
Carter of Indiana against Boston on 
March 20, 1984. 

2011 — Kim Clusters starts her Aus¬ 
tralian Open run with a 6-0, 6-0 romp of 
three-time Grand Slam finalist and for¬ 
mer No. 1-ranked player Dinara Safina. 
It’s the first time a woman who was once 
the top-ranked player in the world had 
ever lost by that score. 

2014 - The NBA fines Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks owner Mark Cuban $100,000 for 
confronting referees and using inappro¬ 
priate language toward them after the 
Mavericks blew a 17-point lead in the fi¬ 
nal 5 minutes of a 129-127 loss at the Los 
Angeles Clippers on Jan. 15. 


Jeff Holland, de. Auburn 
Sam Hubbard, de, Ohio State 
Mike Hughes, cb, UCF 
Hayden Hurst, te, South Carolina 
Joel lyiegbuniwe, lb. Western Kentucky 
Ryan Izzo, te, FIroida State 
Donte Jackson, cb, LSU 
J.C. Jackson, cb, Maryland 
Josh Jackson, co, Iowa 
Lamar Jackson, qb, Louisville 
Derwin James, s, Florida State 
Richie James, wr. Middle Tennessee 
Malik Jefferson, lb, Texas 
Kerryon Johnson, rb. Auburn 
Ronald Jones II, tb. Southern Cal 
Sam Jones, ol, Arizona State 
John Kelly, rb, Tennessee 
Arden Key, DE, LSU 
Christian Kirk, wr, Texas A&M 
Du’Vonta Lampkin, dt, Oklahoma 
Jordan Lasley, wr, UCLA 
Tanner Lee, qo, Nebraska 
Chase Litton, qb, Marshall 
Tavares Martin, wr, Washington State 
Hercules Mata’afa, dt, Washington State 
Ray-Ray McCloud, wr, Clemson 
Tarvarus McFadden, cb, Florida State 
RJ McIntosh, dt, Miami 
Kahili McKenzie, db, Tennessee 
Ouenton Meeks, cb, Stanford 
Kolton Miller, ot, UCLA 
DJ Moore, wr, Maryland 
Ryan Nall, rb, Oregon State 
Nick Nelson, cb, Wisconsin 
Ouenton Nelson, g, Notre Dame 
Kendrick Norton, dt, Miami 
Isaiah Oliver, cb, Colorado 
Brian O’Neill, ot, Pittsburgh 
Da’Ron Payne, dt, Alabama 
Kamryn Pettway, rb. Auburn 
Harrison Phillips, dl, Stanford 
Eddy Pineiro, k, Florida 
Byron Pringle, wr, Kansas State 
Trey Quinn, wr, SMU 
D.J. Reed, cb, Kansas State 
Justin Reid, s, Stanford 
Will Richardson, OT, NC State 
Calvin Ridley, wr, Alabama 
Korey Robertson, wr. Southern Missis- 

’'Tih Rosen, qb, UCLA 

Christian Sam, lb, Arizona State 
Bo Scarbrough, tb, Alabama 
Dalton Schultz, te, Stanford 
Tim Settle, dt, Virginia Tech 
Andre Smith, lb. North Carolina 
Roquan Smith, lb, Georgia 
Tre^Quan Smith, wr, UCF 
Van Smith, s, Clemson 
Breeland Speaks, dl, Mississippi 
Equanimeous St. Brown, wr, Notre Dame 
Courtland Sutton, wr, SMU 
Josh Sweat, dl, Florida State 
Auden Tate, wr, Florida State 
Maea Teuhema, g. Southeastern Loui- 

Trenton Thompson, dt, Georgia 

Kevin Toliver, cb, LSU 

Leighton Vander Esch, lb, Boise State 

Vita Vea, dt, Washington 

Mark Walton, rb, Miami 

Denzel Ward, cb, Ohio State 

Toby Weathersby, ot, LSU 

Jordan Whitehead, s, Pittsburgh 

JoJo Wicker, dl, Arizona State 

Jalen Wilkerson, dl, Florida State 

Connor Williams, rb, Texas 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK - The 129 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BALTIMORE (9) - Pedro Alvarez; dh- 
Ib; Ryan Flaherty, 2b; Craig Gentry, of; 
J.J. Hardy, ss; Jeremy Hellickson, rhp; Ub- 
aldo Jimenez, rhp; Wade Miley, Ihp; Seth 
Smith, of; Chris Tillman, rhp. 

BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) — Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (3) - Craig Breslow, Ihp; 
Jay Bruce, of; Austin Jackson, of. 
DETROIT (1) - Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybln, of. 

KANSAS CITY (8) - Melky Cabrera, 
of; Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Lorenzo Cain, of; 
Alcldes Escobar, ss; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (5) - Matt Bellsle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Dillon Gee, rhp; Glen 
Perkins, Ihp; Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 
OAKLAND (0) 

SEATTLE (6) - Gordon Beckham, inf; 
Jarrod Dyson, of; Carlos Ruiz, c; Danny 
Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TE)(AS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (5) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; David Hernandez, 
rhp; J.D. Martinez of; Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) — R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (7) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; Brian Duensing, Ihp; Jon 
Jay, of; John Lackey, rhp; Rene Rivera, c; 
Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (6) - Alexi Amarista, inf; 
Carlos Gonzalez, of; Ryan Hanigan, c; q- 
Greg Holland, rhp; Jonathan Lucroy, c; 
Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (6) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Curtis Granderson, of; 
Franklin Gutierrez, of; Chase Utley, 2b; 
Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

NEW YORK (1) - Jose Reyes, inf. 
PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) - q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (2) - Erick Aybar, ss; Craig 
Stammen, rhp. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (10) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Howie Kendrick, of-2b; Adam Lind, lb; 
Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan Raburn, of; Jay¬ 
son Werth of. 


Ryder Cup points 

At Le Golf National 
Guyancourt, France 
Sept. 28-30,2018 
Through Jan. 14 
United States 

1. Dustin Johnson 3,599.739 

2. Brooks Koepka 3,464.658 

3. Justin Thomas 2,694.973 

4. Jordan Spieth 2,625.875 

5. Matt Kuchar 2,133.466 

B. Brian Harman 2,070.119 

7. Rickie Fowler 1,582.937 

S. Patton Kizzire 1,234.000 

9. Patrick Reed 1,144.224 

0. Zach Johnson 985.754 

Europe 

European Points 

1. Justin Rose 

2. Tyrrell Hatton 


3. Jon Rahm 

4. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

5. Ross Fisher 
S. Shane Lowry 
7. Paul Dunne 

S. Scott Jamieson 
9. Victor Dubuisson 
0. Nicolas Colsaerts 

Worid Points 

1. Justin Rose 

2. Jon Rahm 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

5. Sergio Garcia 
B. Paul Dunne 

7. Tommy Fleetwood 
S. Ross Fisher 
9. Shane Lowry 
0. Rafa Cabrera Bello 


2,694,802.90 

2,336,014.76 

.,311,649.87 

.,186,939.44 

.,163,028.38 

.,024,447.08 

.,002,476.14 

875,474.79 

833,453.18 

704,504.12 

207.15 

135.16 

114.00 

71.54 

58.30 

56.51 

47.65 

47.04 

46.08 


Fight scheduie 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., Er¬ 
rol Spence Jr. vs. Lamont Peterson, 12, for 
Spence’s IBF welterweight title; Robert 
Easter vs. Javier Fortuna, 12, for Easter’s 
IBF lightweight title; Marcus Browne vs. 
Francy Ntetu, 10, light heavyweights; 
Adam Kownacki vs. lago Kiladze, 10, 
heavyweights; Anthony Peterson vs. Luis 
Florez, 10, super lightweights. 

Jan. 27 

At Riga, Latvia, Oleksandr Usyk vs. 
Mairls Briedis, 12, for Usyk’s WBO and 
Briedis’ WBC World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At The Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Lucas 
Matthysse vs. Tewa Kiram, 12, for the va¬ 
cant WBA World welterweight title; Jorge 
Linares vs. Mercito Gesta, 12, for Linares’ 
WBA World lightweight title; Yoshihiro 
Kamegai vs. Daquan Pauldo, 10, junior 
middleweights. 

Feb. 2 

At WinnaVegas Casino & Resort, 
Sloan, Iowa, Ronald Ellis vs. Junior You- 
nan, 10, for the vacant USBA super mid¬ 
dleweight title. 

Feb. 3 

At Alder, Russia, Murat Gassiev vs. 
Yunier Dorticos, 12, for Gassiev’s IBF and 
Dorticos’ WBA World cruiserweight titles 
(World Boxing Super Series semifinals). 

At Bank of America Center, Corpus 
Christ!, Texas, Gilberto Ramirez vs. Habib 
Ahmed, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO super 
middleweight titles; Jerwin Ancajas vs. 
Israel Gonzalez, 12, for Ancajas’ IBF su¬ 
per flyweight title; Jesse Hart v Thomas 
Awimbono, 10, super middleweights. 

At Naha, Japan, Daigo Higa vs. Moises 
Fuentes, 12, for Higa’s WBC flyweight 
title. 

Feb. 10 

At Copper Box Arena, London, Zolani 
Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Alamodome, San Antonio, Sergey 
Lipinets vs. Mikey Garcia, 12, for Lipin- 
ets’s IBF junior welterweight title; Rane¬ 
es Barthelemy vs. Kiryl Relikh, 12, for the 
vacant WBA World super lightweight 
title; Richard Commey vs. Alejandro 
Luna, 12, lightweights; Ray Robinson vs. 
Yordenis Ugas, 12, welterweights; Mario 
Barrios vs. Andrey Klimov, 10, junior wel¬ 
terweights. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

At Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
vs. Cristian Mijares, 12, for Berchelt’s 
WBC junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 
lightweight title; Egidijus Kavallauskas 
vs. David Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

Feb. 17 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
lily, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 
title. 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 
12, welterweights; David Benavidez vs. 
Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC 
World super middleweight title. 

Feb. 22 

At Fantasy Springs Resort Casino, In¬ 
dio, Calif., Joseph Diaz, Jr. vs. Victor Ter¬ 
razas, 12, for Diaz’s NABO featherweight 
title. 

Feb. 24 

At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Wisak- 
sil Wangek vs. Juan Francisco Estrada, 
12, for Wangek’s WBC World super fly¬ 
weight title; Carlos Cuadras vs. McWil¬ 
liams Arroyo, 10, junior bantamweights; 
Brian Viloria vs. Artem Dalakian, 12, for 
the vacant WBA World flyweight title. 

Feb. 28 

At Korakuen Hall, Tokyo, Danny Ro¬ 
man vs. Ryo Matsumoto, 12, for Roman’s 
WBA super bantamweight title. 

March 1 

At Tokyo, Luis Nery vs. Shinsuke Ya- 
manaka, 12, for Nery’s WBC World ban¬ 
tamweight title; Ryosuke Iwasa vs. Er¬ 
nesto Saulong, 12, for Iwasa’s IBF junior 
featherweight title. 

March 3 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., De¬ 
ontay Wilder vs. Luis Ortiz, 12, for Wild¬ 
er’s WBC World heavyweight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Sergey Kovalev vs. Igor Mikhalkin, 12, for 
Kovalev’s WBO-IBO light heavyweight ti¬ 
tles; Dmitry Bivol vs. Sullivan Barrera, 12, 
for Bivol’s WBA World light heavyweight 
title. 

March 10 

At Paris, Brian Castano vs. Cedric Vitu, 
12 rounds, for Castano’s WBA World su¬ 
per welterweight title. 

At Carson, Calif., Oscar Valdez vs. 
Scott Quigg, 12, for Valdez’s WBO feath¬ 
erweight title; Andy Vences vs. Erick De¬ 
Leon, 10, junior lightweights. 

March 17 

At Madison Square Garden Theatre, 
New York, Jose Ramirez vs. Amir Imam, 
12, for the vacant WBC World super 
lightweight title; Felix Verdejo vs Anto¬ 
nio Lozada Jr., 10, lightweights; Christo¬ 
pher Diaz vs. Miguel Beltran Jr., 10, super 
featherweights. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Gonzaga, Saint Mary's set for first clash 



Gonzaga’s Josh Perkins, left, is one of two starters back from last 
year’s team that advanced to the Final Four. He has played a big part 
in the Bulldogs going 16-3 and 6-0 in the WCC this season. 


Saint Mary’s is led by preaseon All-American Jock Landale, right. 

But the Gaels were the WCC preseason favorite because they return 
almost everyone from a team that won 29 games last year. 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

Gonzaga and Saint Mary’s 
have dominated the West Coast 
Conference, combining to win 17 
straight regular-season champi¬ 
onships and 17 of 19 conference 
tournament titles. 

The Zags broke through after 
sweeping both titles last season, 
making an unprecedented run to 
the Final Four. 

The Gaels were the preseason 
favorite this year after return¬ 
ing nearly everyone from a team 
that won 29 games and reached 
the second round of the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Round 1 of their annual two- 
game road to the WCC title comes 
Thursday in Spokane. 

“Obviously it’s two of the top 
teams in league and it’s going to 
be much anticipated,” Gonzaga 
guard Silas Melson said after the 
Zags beat San Francisco 75-65 on 
Saturday. 

Gonzaga (16-3, 6-0 WCC) lost 
four key players from last year’s 
national runner-up, but return¬ 
ing starters Johnathan Williams 
and Josh Perkins have made sure 
there’s been no letdown in the In¬ 
land Northwest. 

Gonzaga had an early-season 
loss to Florida, another to current 
No. 1 Villanova and a somewhat 
surprising setback to San Diego 
State in its nonconference finale. 
Since the WCC season started, 
the Zags have reeled off one lop¬ 
sided win after another, none less 
than 10 points. 

Saint Mary’s, led by preseason 
All-American Jock Landale, had 
consecutive losses to Washing¬ 


ton State and Georgia in late 
November, but have since won 
12 straight. The Gaels (17-2, 6- 
0) rolled over Pepperdine 91-67 
on Saturday to set up the show¬ 
down between the WCC’s top two 
teams. 

Worth watching, this one. 

Big East battle: The Big East 
has big games every week. The 
biggest of this week: No. 11 Xavier 
at No. 19 Seton Hall. 

The Musketeers (16-3, 4-2 Big 
East) reached No. 5 in the Jan. 


1 AP Top 25 but dropped five 
spots after consecutive losses to 
Providence and Villanova. Xavier 
bounced back with a 22-point win 
over Creighton on Saturday to re¬ 
main a game behind Villanova and 
Seton Hall in the Big East. 

The Pirates dropped six spots 
in this week’s poll after losing to 
Marquette and beating George¬ 
town last week. 

Xavier plays St. John’s on 
Wednesday and Seton Hall is at 
Creighton before they meet in 


Newark, N. J., on Saturday. 

Bedlam basketball: The season 
has already seen its share of rival¬ 
ry games, including Kentucky and 
Louisville, Arizona and Arizona 
State, Kansas and Kansas State. 

Bedlam happens on Saturday. 

Oklahoma (14-2, 4-1) has been 
one of the nation’s best teams be¬ 
hind star freshman Trae Young, 
moving up to No. 4 in this week’s 
poll after beating Texas and TCU 
last week. The Sooners entered 
this week in a four-way tie for the 


Big 12 lead with No. 6 West Vir¬ 
ginia, No. 8 Texas Tech and No. 10 
Kansas. 

Oklahoma State (12-5) has 
struggled at times in its first sea¬ 
son under coach Mike Boynton 
and has played under the cloud of 
the bribery scandal that led to the 
firing of assistant coach Lament 
Evans. 

Yes, it’s a mismatch on paper, 
but rivalry games have a way of 
crumpling up the paper and shoot 
it into the garbage can. 


Roundup 

Kansas State locks down Young, upsets Oklahoma 


Associated Press 

MANHATTAN, Kan. — Barry Brown 
missed a potential game-winner at Kansas 
last weekend, an off-balance shot he was 
never supposed to take, and spent the next 
couple days ruing the missed opportunity. 

Kansas State’s gritty junior guard made 
up for it Tuesday night. 

Brown poured in 24 points, locked down 
defensively on Oklahoma star Trae Young, 
and ultimately led the plucky, defensive- 
minded Wildcats to an 87-69 upset of the 
fourth-ranked Sooners. 

“Barry did everything,” Kanas State 
coach Bruce Weber said. “He’s taken his 
game to another level.” 

On this night, so did the rest of the 
Wildcats. 

Dean Wade added 21 points, Cartier 
Diarra had 16 and Xavier Sneed finished 
with 13 as the Wildcats (13-5, 3-3 Big 12) 
won their sixth straight over the Sooners at 
Bramlage Coliseum. 

Young was held to 20 points on 8-for-21 
shooting, his fewest since scoring 15 in his 
college debut. He committed 12 turnovers 
against six assists. 

“I didn’t do very well tonight. I played ter¬ 
rible,” the freshman guard said. “I blame a 
lot of the loss on me. All of the loss on me. I 
didn’t play very well tonight.” 

Rashard Odomes had 16 points and Brady 


Manek had 12 for the Sooners (14-3,4-2). 

“They were very good,” said Sooners 
coach Lon Kruger, who’s had a tough time 
against his alma mater over the years. 
“They were executing very well and mak¬ 
ing shots. That’s a good combination.” 

No. 3 Purdue 78, Wisconsin 50: Cars- 
en Edwards scored 21 points and Vincent 
Edwards added 20, leading the host Boiler¬ 
makers to a blowout over Wisconsin. 

Purdue (18-2, 7-0 Big Ten) has won 14 
straight overall, 19 in a row at home and 
has matched the best 20-game record in 
school history. 

Ethan Happ had 15 points, seven assists 
and six rebounds to lead the Badgers (9-10, 
2-4). 

No. 12 Cincinnati 49, Central Flori¬ 
da 38: Gary Clark scored 17 points and 
grabbed 15 rebounds to lead the visiting 
Bearcats. 

Jacob Evans added 10 points for Cincin¬ 
nati (16-2, 5-0 American Athletic Confer¬ 
ence), which won its ninth straight game. 

UCF (12-6, 3-3) shot just 30 percent for 
the game and committed 14 turnovers. 

No. 15 North Carolina 87, No. 20 
Clemson 79: Graduate transfer Cameron 
Johnson scored a season-high 21 points to 
help the Tar Heels preserve their perfect 
all-time home record against Clemson. 

Joel Berry H scored 14 of his 17 after half¬ 


time for North Carolina (15-4,4-2 Atlantic 
Coast Conference), which hung on despite 
seeing most of an 18-point lead erased by 
the Tigers’ torrid second-half shooting. 

The win improved the Tar Heels to 59- 
0 all-time at home against Clemson (15-3, 
4-2). It’s the longest home winning streak 
against an opponent in NCAA history. 

South Carolina 76, No. 18 Kentucky 
68 : Chris Silva tied his career high with 
27 points and the host Gamecocks rallied 
from 14 points down in the second half 

South Carolina (12-6, 3-3 Southeastern 
Conference) seemed done after Kevin 
Knox’s short jumper with 12:28 to go put 
the Wildcats ahead 54-40. But South Caro¬ 
lina, fueled by Silva, got going and out- 
scored Kentucky (14-4, 4-2) 36-14 the rest 
of the way to pull off the upset. 

Louisville 82, Notre Dame 78 (20T): 
Junior Ray Spalding scored a career-high 
23 points and grabbed 12 rebounds, senior 
Quentin Snider matched a career high with 

22 points and the visiting Cardinals pulled 
off a double-overtime win. 

The victory by Louisville (14-4, 4-1 At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference) spoiled the re¬ 
turn of Matt Farrell for the Irish (13-6, 
3-3). Farrell, who missed the previous 
three games with an ankle sprain, scored 

23 points and dealt eight assists. 



Orlin Wagner/AP 


Kansas State guard Barry Brown shoots 
over Oklahoma forward Kristian Doolittle 
during the second half on Tuesday. 
Kansas State defeated Oklahoma 87-69. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Trail Blazers 118, Suns 11 


Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Brooklyn 


16 


11 .756 
13 .690 
20 .500 
24 .455 


Miami 
Washington 
Charlotte 
Orlando 
Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 


.364 


18 .581 

25 19 .568 

17 25 .405 

13 31 .295 

12 31 .279 

Centrai Division 

26 17 .605 

24 20 .545 

23 20 .535 

22 20 .524 

17 27 .386 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

L Pet 


12 .714 
16 .644 
20 .535 
28 .333 
30 .333 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 29 17 .630 

Oklahoma City 24 20 .545 

Portland 23 21 .523 

Denver 23 21 .523 

Utah 17 26 .395 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 36 9 .800 

LA. Clippers 22 21 .512 

Phoenix 16 29 .356 

L.A. Lakers 15 28 .349 

Sacramento 13 30 .302 

Tuesday’s games 
Orlando 108, Minnesota 102 
New Orleans 116, Boston 113, OT 
Denver 105, Dallas 102 
Portland 118, Phoenix 111 

Wednesday’s games 
Washington at Charlotte 
Detroit at Toronto 
New Orleans at Atlanta 
San Antonio at Brooklyn 
Golden State at Chicago 
L.A. Lakers at Oklahoma City 
Miami at Milwaukee 
New York at Memphis 
Utah at Sacramento 
Denver at L.A. Clippers 

Thursday’s games 
Orlando at Cleveland 
Philadelphia at Boston 
Minnesota at Houston 
Indiana at Portland 

Friday’s games 
San Antonio at Toronto 
Miami at Brooklyn 
Sacramento at Memphis 
Washington at Detroit 
Phoenix at Denver 
Indiana at L.A. Lakers 
New York at Utah 


GB 

3'/2 

ll'/2 

13'/2 

17Vi 


13 

20 

20 

22 


Tuesday 

Nuisets 105, Mavericks 102 

DALLAS - Barnes 5-9 6-6 17, Nowitzki 
3-5 0-0 6, Kleber 1-4 1-2 3, Smith Jr. 11-18 
3-3 25, Matthews 3-12 2-2 10, Powell 2-6 
0-0 4, Mejri 2-2 1-1 5, D.Harris 5-11 2-2 16, 
Ferrell 5-10 2-4 13, Collinsworth 1-1 1-2 3. 
Totals 38-78 18-22 102. 

DENVER - Barton 9-15 2-4 22, Chan¬ 
dler 3-8 0-0 6, Jokic 11-23 7-10 29, Murray 
3-9 0-0 7, G.Harris 8-14 6-8 25, Craig 2-3 
1-2 5, Lyles 1-4 0-0 3, Plumlee 2-5 1-2 5, 
Beasley 1-5 0-0 3. Totals 40-86 17-26 105. 
Dallas 27 21 21 33-102 

Denver 30 31 25 19-105 

Three-point goals—Dallas 8-27 
(D.Harris 4-9, Matthews 2-8, Barnes 1-2, 
Ferrell 1-5, Nowitzki 0-1, Smith Jr. 0-1, Kle¬ 
ber 0-1), Denver 8-26 (G.Harris 3-6, Bar¬ 
ton 2-5, Beasley 1-3, Murray 1-3, Lyles 1-3, 
Craig 0-1, Jokic 0-2, Chandler 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 35 (Powell 
7), Denver 47 (Jokic 18). Assists—Dallas 
17 (Ferrell 7), Denver 23 (Jokic 7). Total 
Fouls-Dallas 24, Denver 23. A-14,097 
(19,155). 


PHOENIX - Jackson 4-12 0-0 8, Bender 
2-4 0-0 6, Chandler 0-2 3-4 3, Ulis 4-10 2-2 
11, Booker 14-29 10-10 43, Dudley 1-4 0-0 
3, Len 2-5 5-5 9, Canaan 4-10 1-1 10, Dan¬ 
iels 6-13 0-0 18. Totals 37-89 21-22 111. 

PORTLAND - Turner 6-10 0-0 12, Aminu 
5-12 0-0 14, Nurkic 4-9 1-2 9, Lillard 11-19 
5-5 31, McCollum 9-18 3-3 27, Harkless 0-0 
0-0 0, Davis 0-1 0-0 0, Leonard 0-2 0-0 0, 
Collins 2-4 0-0 5, Napier 5-9 0-0 11, Con- 
naughton 4-7 0-0 9. Totals 46-91 9-10 118. 
Phoenix 31 20 21 39-111 

Portland 36 30 26 26-118 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 16-41 
(Daniels 6-11, Booker 5-12, Bender 2-3, 
Dudley 1-2, Ulis 1-4, Canaan 1-5, Jack- 
son 0-4), Portland 17-35 (McCollum 6-10, 
Aminu 4-7, Lillard 4-8, Napier 1-1, Collins 
1-2, Connaughton 1-4, Turner 0-1, Leon¬ 
ard 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Phoenix 43 (Len 10), Portland 43 (Aminu 
9). Assists—Phoenix 21 (Booker 8), Port¬ 
land 21 (Lillard 7). Total Fouls—Phoenix 
15, Portland 16. Technicals—Booker, Har¬ 
kless. 


Pelicans 116, 

Celtics 113 (OT) 

NEW ORLEANS - Davis 16-34 13-15 45, 
Cousins 7-20 4-6 19, Holiday 9-16 2-4 23, 
Rondo 3-6 0-0 7, Moore 2-9 0-0 4, Miller 1- 

5 0-0 3, Cunningham 0-0 0-0 0, Clark 7-10 
0-0 15. Totals 45-100 19-25 116. 

BOSTON - Brown 7-14 0-1 16, Tatum 3- 

6 2-2 10, Baynes 2-6 0-0 4, Horford 5-9 0-0 
14, Irving 8-24 6-7 27, Morris 5-13 1-1 12, 
Ojeleye 0-0 0-0 0, Theis 2-3 2-2 7, Smart 5- 
14 3-3 16, Larkin 0-1 0-0 0, Rozier 3-11 0-0 
7. Totals 40-101 14-16 113. 

New Orleans 32 26 29 17 12-116 

Boston 25 23 32 24 9-113 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 7-27 
(Holiday 3-5, Rondo 1-2, Clark 1-3, Miller 
1-5, Cousins 1-6, Davis 0-3, Moore 0-3), 
Boston 19-50 (Irving 5-12, Horford 4-5, 
Smart 3-8, Tatum 2-4, Brown 2-7, Theis 
1-2, Morris 1-4, Rozier 1-7, Larkin 0-1). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New Or¬ 
leans 55 (Davis 16), Boston 53 (Horford 
9). Assists—New Orleans 28 (Rondo 8), 
Boston 27 (Horford 6). Total Fouls—New 
Orleans 14, Boston 24. A-18,624 (18,624). 


Magic 108, Timberwolves 102 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 4-12 1-2 9, Gib¬ 
son 9-16 0-0 18, Towns 6-13 2-2 15, Teague 
6-17 0-0 13, Butler 11-22 4-4 28, Bj'elica 1- 
1 0-0 2, Dieng 2-6 0-0 5, Jones 1-3 2-2 4, 
Crawford 3-8 0-0 8. Totals 43-98 9-10 102. 

ORLANDO - Fournier 12-22 2-2 32, Gor¬ 
don 5-17 3-3 14, Biyombo 3-7 4-5 10, Pay- 
ton 3-5 0-0 6, Simmons 2-9 0-0 4, Iwundu 
1-1 0-0 2, Birch 4-6 4-4 12, Augustin 6-9 4-5 
18, Mack 0-0 0-0 0, Afflalo 0-2 0-0 0, He- 
zonja 4-12 0-0 10. Totals 40-90 17-19 108. 
Minnesota 25 23 27 27-102 

Orlando 25 22 26 35-108 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 7- 
16 (Crawford 2-3, Butler 2-5, Dieng 1-1, 
Towns 1-1, Teague 1-3, Jones 0-1, Wig¬ 
gins 0-2), Orlando 11-31 (Fournier 6-12, 
Augustin 2-3, Hezonja 2-7, Gordon 1-7, 
Simmons 0-2). Fouled Out—Gibson. Re¬ 
bounds—Minnesota 37 (Towns 12), Or¬ 
lando 51 (Biyombo 16). Assists—Minne¬ 
sota 19 (Teague 6), Orlando 24 (Augustin 
6). Total Fouls—Minnesota 21, Orlando 
15. Technicals—Bjelica 2, Afflalo 2. Eject- 
ed-Bjelica, Afflalo. A-18,589 (18,846). 

Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT PTS AVG 

319 1132 32.3 
294 1161 28.3 
James, CLE 43 448 197 1172 27.3 

Davis, NOR 37 368 243 1005 27.2 

Durant, GOL 37 352 178 977 26.4 

Cousins, NOR 43 369 260 1092 25.4 

DeRozan, TOR 42 373 271 1065 25.4 

Booker, PHX 35 294 199 881 25.2 

Lillard, POR 37 301 219 925 25.0 

Westbrook, OKC 44 408 221 1098 25.0 



Charles Krupa/AP 

New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis, center, threads between Celtics Jayson Tatum, right, and 
Marcus Smart during the second half Tuesday in Boston. The Pelicans won 116-113. 

Roundup 


Pelicans top Celtics in OT 


Associated Press 

BOSTON—Anthony Davis and 
the New Orleans Pelicans eventu¬ 
ally were too big for the Boston 
Celtics. 

Davis had 45 points and 16 
rebounds as he and DeMarcus 
Cousins controlled the lane and 
led the Pelicans to a 116-113 over¬ 
time victory on Tuesday night, 
ending the Celtics’ seven-game 
winning streak. 

“It was a great win for us. They 
tested us,” said Davis, who just 
missed matching the 48 points 
he scored Sunday during a win in 
New York. 

Cousins added 19 points and 
15 rebounds, and Jrue Holiday 
scored 23 points. The trio com¬ 
bined for all 12 Pelicans points 
in OT as New Orleans handed the 
Celtics their first loss of 2018. 

Ian Clark added 15 points for 
the Pelicans, whose size inside 
ended up prevailing in overtime 
when Boston’s barrage of three- 


pointers stopped falling. 

Kyrie Irving led Boston with 
27 points, 24 after halftime as the 
Celtics rallied from a 12-point 
deficit and led by as much as five 
late in regulation. 

“For some reason tonight, the 
whole game we were a little care¬ 
less. It just carried over there at 
the end,” said A1 Horford, who 
had 14 points and nine rebounds. 
“We thought we had it. It just got 
away from us.” 

Marcus Smart and Jaylen 
Brown added 16 points apiece 
for the Celtics, who attempted a 
season-high 50 three-pointers. 
Rather than challenge Davis and 
Cousins inside, the Celtics lived 
outside and it cost them in over¬ 
time when they went just 1 for 4. 

Magic 108, Timberwolves 
102: Evan Fournier scored a 
season-high 32 points to help host 
Orlando break a seven-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

D.J. Augustin added 11 points 
and three assists in the fourth 


quarter, when the Magic scored 
35 points after trailing by two 
through three. 

Nuggets 105, Mavericks 
102: Nikola Jokic scored 29 
points and grabbed a season-high 
18 rebounds, Gary Harris hit two 
late free throws and host Denver 
led by as many as 23 points be¬ 
fore holding on for a victory over 
Dallas. 

Harris finished with 25 points 
and Will Barton added 22 for the 
Nuggets, who won for just the sec¬ 
ond time in six games. 

Trail Blazers 118, Suns 111: 
Damian Lillard scored 31 points 
and host Portland snapped a 
three-game losing streak with a 
victory over Phoenix. 

CJ McCollum had 27 points, 
including six 3-pointers, and the 
Trail Blazers led by as many as 
27 points in third quarter. 

Devin Booker had 43 for the 
Suns, who have lost three straight 
and five of their last six. 
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NBA/NHL 


NBA near 
end of 
Rockets 
inquiry 

By Broderick Turner 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — The NBA 
was expected to complete its in¬ 
vestigation Wednesday into the 
incident involving the Clippers 
and Rockets in which several 
Houston players entered the Clip¬ 
pers’ locW-room area following 
Monday night’s game at Staples 
Center, according to several NBA 
officials who were not authorized 
to speak publicly on the ongoing 
matter. 

The league still was interview¬ 
ing all the subjects that took part, 
members of the two teams and 
security. 

Rockets forward Trevor Ariza 
has been considered the “insti¬ 
gator” and could face the harsh¬ 
est punishment when the league 
makes it decision on whether to 
fine or suspend players, accord¬ 
ing to the officials. 

The officials said Ariza led 
teammates James Harden and 
Gerald Green down a hallway 
that connects both teams’ locker 
rooms. All three of them got into 
the Clippers’ training room be¬ 
fore they were stopped by securi¬ 
ty from entering the locker-room 
area where the Clippers were sit¬ 
ting, according to the officials. 

Former Clippers guard Chris 
Paul had followed his three Rock¬ 
ets teammates down the hallway, 
but he was on the “edge” of the 
locker room, according to one 
official. 

Ariza was at first trying to get 
at Clippers forward Blake Griffin 
and then the Rockets small for¬ 
ward wanted to confront Clippers 
guard Austin Rivers, who was 
mouthing off once he saw Ariza’s 
face in the doorway, according to 
one official. 

Ariza, Harden, Green and Paul 
all could be heard swearing at the 
Clippers, said the officials. 

Houston’s Tariq Black and Clint 
Capela also tried to get into the 
Clippers’ locker room, but were 
prevented from entering. 

The Clippers coaching staff 
was addressing the players after 
their win when they heard a “lot 
of noise” and then saw Ariza, 
Harden, Green and Paul, accord¬ 
ing to several officials who wit¬ 
nessed the happenings. 

Ariza, Harden and Green were 
“close” to getting into the area 
where the Clippers were finish¬ 
ing up their meeting, according 
to the officials. 

The game between the Clip¬ 
pers and Rockets took on an ugly 
tone in the fourth quarter when 
Griffin and Houston coach Mike 
D’Antoni exchanged words after 
the Clippers forward had scored 
while being fouled by Paul. 



Rangers defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk, left, and Flyers left wing 
Taylor Leier, center, look for the rebound as Rangers goaltender 
Henrik Lundqvist defends the goal during the first period Tuesday. 


NHL roundup 


Rangers rout Flyers 
with Nash’s 2 goals 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Henrik Lun¬ 
dqvist and Brady Skjei sat inside 
the Rangers’ dressing room after 
shellacking the Flyers, and sur¬ 
prisingly enough, their conversa¬ 
tion was all about defense. 

Even after Rick Nash scored 
twice in New York’s 5-1 win over 
Philadelphia, the Rangers were 
most pleased by what happened 
in their own end. 

“We both said that was our best 
collective defensive game in a 
long time, and we end up scoring 
five goals,” Skjei said. 

Jordan Weal put Philadelphia 
up 1-0 before Nash, J.T. Miller, 
Paul Carey and Michael Grabner 
combined to make it 5-1 by the 
end of the second period. Nash 
had the first and last goal for the 
Rangers. 

“That’s a testament to us play¬ 
ing good structurally,” Skjei said. 
“Good team defense first leads 
to good looks offensively. It was a 
good game all around.” 

New York snapped a three- 
game skid and improved to 23-17- 
5. Lundqvist made 25 saves for his 
20th win of the season and 425th 
career victory. Lundqvist became 
the first goaltender in league his¬ 
tory to win at least 20 games in 
each of his first 13 seasons. 

Philadelphia dropped to 20-16- 
8 with its first loss in four games. 
Brian Elliott gave up five goals on 
21 shots before being replaced by 
Michal Neuvirth in the third peri¬ 
od. Neuvirth stopped eight shots. 

“We weren’t competitive 
enough,” Flyers forward Wayne 
Simmonds said. 

Entering their first meeting of 
the season. New York and Phila¬ 
delphia were on significantly dif¬ 
ferent trajectories. The Flyers had 
won four straight by an aggregate 
21-11 margin, while the Rangers 
had scored two or fewer goals in 
eight of their last 10 games. 

Predators 1, Golden Knights 


0: Juuse Saros made 43 saves and 
Kevin Fiala scored eight minutes 
into the third period for host 
Nashville. 

Nashville played its first game 
in a week and has won three 
straight. The shutout was the 
third of the season for Saros and 
the fourth of his career. 

Blues 2, Maple Leafs 1 (OT): 
Alexander Steen tied it with 57 
seconds left and Vince Dunn 
scored 1:43 into overtime, lifting 
St. Louis over host Toronto. 

Connor Brown put Toronto 
ahead on a short-handed break¬ 
away midway through the third 
period, but Steen scored with 
goalie Carter Hutton pulled for 
an extra attacker by backhanding 
Alex Pieterangelo’s rebound past 
Frederik Andersen. 

Sharks 3, Coyotes 2 (SO): Joe 
Pavelski scored the only goal of 
the shootout to lift visiting San 
Jose over Arizona. 

Pavelski scored on San Jose’s 
first attempt, and Sharks goalie 
Aaron Dell was perfect through 
three rounds in his first NHL 
shootout. Dell also had 30 saves. 

Stars 4, Red Wings 2: Jason 
Spezza responded to being 
benched by scoring two tiebreak¬ 
ing goals on power plays, helping 
Dallas beat host Detroit. 

Spezza scored on a lunging one- 
timer below the left circle with 
5:52 left in the second period. His 
first goal came on a redirected 
shot midway through the first. 

Devils 4, Islanders 1: Damon 
Severson scored twice 1:26 apart 
in his team’s three-goal second 
period, and visiting New Jersey 
ended a six-game skid. 

Kyle Palmier! and Taylor Hall 
also scored for New Jersey, which 
was 0-3-3 since beating Detroit at 
home on Dec. 27. Keith Kinkaid, 
getting the start after Cory Sch¬ 
neider was a late scratch due to 
illness, stopped 25 shots. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

iBay 44 31 10 3 65 161 112 


Toronto 

Detroit 

Florida 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


44 18 19 
43 18 19 

18 20 
15 18 

11 24 


Metropolitan Division 


56 137 l._ 
54 147 133 
43 119 135 
42 122 141 
42 115 138 
39 117 149 
31 99 151 


Washington _ __ _ 

New Jersey 43 23 12 

Columbus 46 25 18 

N.Y. Rangers 45 23 17 

Pittsburgh 46 24 19 
N.Y. Islanders 46 23 19 

Philadelphia 44 20 16 

Carolina 45 20 17 


59 140 127 
54 137 131 
53 124 129 
51 137 130 
51 135 141 
50 159 168 
48 129 130 
48 126 140 


Western Conference 


Central Division 
-- ■ ■ OT Pts GF GA 

7 59 153 127 


58 132 114 
57 136 123 
55 140 126 

53 133 131 
51 142 126 
50 136 123 

61 145 117 

54 123 114 
54 131 125 
53 129 107 
49 122 125 
43 126 147 
42 119 147 
28 107 163 

point 


Winnipeg 46 26 13 

Nashville 43 26 11 

St. Louis 47 27 17 

Dallas 46 26 17 

Minnesota 46 24 17 

Colorado 43 24 16 

Chicago 45 22 17 

Pacific Division 
Vegas 43 29 11 3 

San Jose 43 24 13 6 

Calgary 45 25 16 4 

Los Angeles 44 24 15 5 

Anaheim 45 20 16 9 

Edmonton 46 20 23 3 

Vancouver 45 18 21 6 

Arizona 46 10 28 8 

Note: Two points for a wir.,_,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Dallas 3, Boston 2, OT 
Colorado 3, Anaheim 1 
San Jose 4, Los Angeles 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Montreal 4, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
St. Louis 2, Toronto 1, OT 
New Jersey 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Philadelphia 1 
Dallas 4, Detroit 2 
Nashville 1, Vegas 0 
San Jose 3, Arizona 2, SO 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Boston 
Pittsburgh at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at New Jersey 
Dallas at Columbus 
Toronto at Philadelphia 
Boston at N.Y. Islanders 
St. Louis at Ottawa 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
Vegas at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Nashville 
San Jose at Colorado 
Pittsburgh at Los Angeles 
Friday’s games 
Vegas at Florida 
Montreal at Washington 
Los Angeles at Anaheim 


Sharks 3, Coyotes 2 (SO) 

San Jose 110 0-3 

Arizona 011 0-2 

San Jose won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, San Jose, Thornton 11 
(HertI, Couture), 5:37 (pp). 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Boedker 5 
(Ryan, Burns), 0:34.3, Arizona, Martinook 
4 (Demers, Richardson), 16:05. 

Third Period—4, Arizona, Richardson 3 
(Ekman-Larsson, Cousins), 6:10. 

Shootout—San Jose 1 (Pavelski G, 
Tierney NG), Arizona 0 (Keller NG, Perlini 
NG, Stepan NG). 

Shots on Goai-San Jose 12-5-4-1-22. 
Arizona 10-6-12-4—32. 

Power-piay opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 2; Arizona 0 of 2. 

Goaiies-San Jose, Dell 10-3-2 (32 
shots-30 saves). Arizona, Raanta 6-12-4 
(22-20). 

A-11,961 (17,125). T-2:32. 


Predators 1, Golden Knights 0 

Vegas 0 0 0-0 

Nashville 0 0 1-1 

Third Period—1, Nashville, Fiala 11 
(Subban, Sissons), 8:00. 

Shots on Goai-Vegas 15-15-13-43. 
Nashville 9-11-7-27. 

Power-piay opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
4; Nashville Oof 2. 

Goaiies—Vegas, Fleury 9-3-2 (27 shots- 
26 saves). Nashville, Saros 5-3-3 (43-43). 

A-17,150 (17,113). T-2:31. 

Stars 4, Red Wings 2 

Dallas 2 1 1-4 

Detroit 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, Detroit, Daley 3 (Ber- 
tuzzi, Athanasiou), 0:44. 2, Dallas, Faksa 
11 (Klingberg, Lindell), 2:48. 3, Dallas, 
Spezza 6 (Radulov, Klingberg), 8:55 (pp). 

Second Period—4, Detroit, Athanasiou 
10 (Bertuzzi, Kronwall), 11:43. 5, Dallas, 
Spezza 7 (Benn, Radulov), 14:08 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Dallas, Hanzal 4 (Elle, 
Johns), 9:13. 

Shots on Goai-Dallas 10-13-3-26. De¬ 
troit 6-4-5-15. 

Power-piay opportunities—Dallas 2 of 
3; Detroit 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—Dallas, Bishop 20-12-2 (15 
shots-13 saves). Detroit, Howard 14-14-6 
(26-22). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:32. 

Bines 2 , Mapie Leafs 1 (OT) 

St. Louis 0 0 11-2 

Toronto 0 0 1 0-1 

Third Period—1, Toronto, Brown 11, 
10:10 (sh). 2, St. Louis, Steen 7 (Pietrange- 
lo, Stastny), 19:03. 

Overtime—3, St. Louis, Dunn 4 (Stast¬ 
ny), 1:43. 

Shots on Goai-St. Louis 14-12-14-2- 
42. Toronto 7-12-10-2-31. 

Power-piay opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 2; Toronto 0 of 1. 

Goaiies—St. Louis, Hutton 9-3-1 (31 
shots-30 saves). Toronto, Andersen 22- 
13-3 (42-40). 

A-18,951 (18,819). T-2:33. 

Deviis 4, isianders 1 

New Jersey 1 3 0-4 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 26, 
1:39. 2, New Jersey, Palmier! 8 (Johans¬ 
son, Vatanen), 15:20 (pp). 

Second Period—3, New Jersey, Sever¬ 
son 5 (Noesen, Gibbons), 12:58. 4, New 
Jersey, Severson 6 (Bratt, Lovej'oy), 14:24. 
5, New Jersey, Hall 16 (Bratt), 18:20. 

Shots on Goai—New Jersey 13-17-12— 
42. N.Y. Islanders 9-8-9-26. 

Power-piay opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 2. 

Goaiies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 6-3-2 (26 
shots-25 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 13- 
13-2 (42-38). 

A-12,695 (15,795). T-2:27. 

Rangers 5, Flyers 1 

Philadelphia 1 0 0-1 

N.Y. Rangers 3 2 0-5 

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Weal 6 
(Simmonds, Gudas), 2:06.2, N.Y. Rangers, 
Nash 10 (Buchnevich), 6:30. 3, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Miller 9 (Desharnais, McDonagh), 
16:50 (pp). 4, N.Y. Rangers, Carey 6 (Hol¬ 
land), 19:50 (sh). 

Second Period—5, N.Y. Rangers, Grab¬ 
ner 20, 10:48. 6, N.Y. Rangers, Nash 11 
(Staal), 17:28. 

Shots on Goai—Philadelphia 7-9-10— 
26. N.Y. Rangers 8-13-8-29. 

Power-piay opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 3; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 2. 

Goaiies—Philadelphia, Neuvirth 3-5-1 
(8 shots-8 saves), Elliott 17-11-7 (21-16). 
N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 20-11-4 (26-25). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:24. 



Mark Humphrey/AP 

Nashville Predators goalie Juuse Saros, left, gets a hug from fellow 
goalie Pekka Rinne after Saros stopped 43 shots to shut out the 
Vegas Golden Knights 1-0 on Tuesday in Nashville, Tenn. 














Thursday, January 18,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 29 


OLYMPICS 



Rick Bowmer/AP 

Halfpipe skier Torin Yater-Wallace poses for a portrait at the U.S. team media summit in Park City, Utah. 
In spite of many obstacles in his life, Yater-Wailace is on the precipice of making another Olympic team. 


Wrenching journey 


Skier has endured a lot chasing his dream 


By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 

F reestyle skier Torin 
Yater-Wallace has a sim¬ 
ple picture in his mind: 
his family all together in 
South Korea for the Winter Olym¬ 
pics and watching him compete 
in the halfpipe. 

His journey there has been 
much more complicated. 

The family has been through 
so much over the years — from 
dad serving time for a white-col¬ 
lar crime to mom dealing with 
colon cancer and, the scariest 
twist of all: Yater-Wallace spent 
10 days in a medically induced 
paralysis state in November 2015 
while fighting a life-threatening 
infection. 

There have been broken ribs, 
moves from house to house in 
Aspen, Colo., time the family 
spent on food stamps, all in the 
name of advancing a career that 
Yater-Wallace hoped might end 
up at the Winter X Games or the 
Olympics. 

“A lot of it sucked and a lot of 
it was some of the worst things 
to ever deal with and I couldn’t 
help but think, ‘Why again? Why 
me? Why another crappy thing? 
Why another damn, annoyance 
that comes up?’” said Yater-Wal¬ 
lace, who remains in the hunt 
after David Wise secured one of 
the up to four Olympic spots with 
a victory in a ski halfpipe quali¬ 
fier on Friday. “But I wouldn’t be 
the person I am today. I’m just so 
happy to have all my family in 
good health and back home.” 

The 22-year-old Yater-Wallace 



Sergei Grits/AP 


Torin Yater-Wallace competes in 
men’s ski half pipe qualifying at 
the Winter Olympics in 2014. 

offered an unflinching window 
into his travails in a documentary 
titled “Back to Life.” Written and 
directed by skier Clayton Vila — 
and produced by Matthew Brady 
— the film focuses on Yater-Wal¬ 
lace through his time in a Salt 
Lake City hospital fighting the ill¬ 
ness to coming back months later 
to win the 2016 Europe Winter 
X Games gold in Oslo, Norway. 
It will air Saturday on ABC and 
streams on Red Bull TV the rest 
of the month. 

“I’m not trying to make anyone 
shed a tear and feel bad for the 
things I’ve gone through,” Yater- 
Wallace said. “I just want people 
to know there is light is at the end 
of the tunnel — even if it’s a re¬ 
ally, really long tunnel.” 


His mom and dad were avid 
skiers. He was on skis in the back¬ 
yard as a toddler and in lessons 
by 2. Somewhere around third 
grade, his life changed. 

Ronald Wallace ran a busi¬ 
ness that specialized in collect¬ 
ible wines. Prosecutors said he 
promised wine futures to his cli¬ 
ents but rarely delivered. He was 
sentenced to five years of proba¬ 
tion, two years of home confine¬ 
ment and ordered to pay millions 
in restitution in February 2007. 
He ended up serving time in fed¬ 
eral prison for various probation 
violations. He was released in De¬ 
cember 2015. 

To make ends meet, Yater-Wal¬ 
lace, his mom and his sister lived 
on food stamps for a bit and moved 
10 times in a two-year span, in¬ 
cluding into the attic above a 
friend’s garage. His mom worked 
multiple jobs so he could ski. 

“We thought we were going to 
have to leave town,” his mom, 
Stace, said in the documentary. 
“I could tell it would pretty much 
kill him.” 

Soon after a sponsorship deal 
from Armada skis, he finished 
well at a Dew Tour stop. Later, 
along came a deal with Target 
and an invitation into the field at 
the 2011 Winter X Games, where 
as a 15-year-old he took second. 

“From there, our lives were 
completely turned around,” said 
Yater-Wallace, whose grandfa¬ 
ther is Renny Yater, the founder 
of Yater surfboards in Santa Bar¬ 
bara, Calif “Everything changed 
overnight, from barely affording 
rent to chasing this crazy dream 
of being a pro skier.” 


Coming out changes 
game for Kenworthy 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

PARK CITY, Utah — Gus Ken- 
worthy’s life has changed, and 
unlike most athletes who make it 
big at the Olympics, it’s only part¬ 
ly because of the medal he won. 

When he left Sochi four years 
ago, Kenworthy was known as the 
silver medal-winning, dog-saving 
freestyle skier who was part of 
a historic U.S. medals sweep in 
the first Olympic ski slopestyle 
contest. 

His supposedly perfect stay in 
Russia was something much less, 
however, mainly because of the 
secret he kept. He was gay but 
would not tell the world for al¬ 
most two more years. Now that he 
has gotten that out in the open, he 
feels a great sense of re¬ 
lief, but he also is aware 
that his newfound com¬ 
fort comes at a price. 

Fair or not, his next trip 
to the Olympics, next 
month in Pyeongchang, 
carries higher stakes. 

“I’ve got more eye¬ 
balls on me,” he said. 

“My platform’s a lot big¬ 
ger. I signed a bunch of 
Olympic sponsors and I 
have the LGBT audience 
watching me, and I want 
to do right by them.” 

Four years ago, there 
was a strange discon¬ 
nect between Kenworthy’s made- 
for-People-magazine story—man 
wins medal, then goes around the 
mountains saving stray dogs — 
and his unwillingness to embrace 
it, especially once he returned 
home. 

What most people didn’t know 
was that it was Kenworthy’s boy¬ 
friend at the time who was doing 
the heavy lifting with the dogs 
—getting their vaccinations, han¬ 
dling the paperwork and help¬ 
ing bring them home — and the 
boyfriend, along with everything 
else about Kenworthy’s private 
life, was still a secret. Kenworthy 
said his dream would have been 
to ski down the mountain, win the 
medal and rush into his compan¬ 
ion’s arms to celebrate. 


Didn’t happen. 

“I felt like I was already being 
so courageous with my body and 
my actions and the things I was 
doing in order to try to win and be 
the best,” Kenworthy explained 
in 2016, in discussing his coming 
out with The Associated Press. 
“Then, I was being such a cow¬ 
ard in this other way, where I 
wouldn’t let anyone know. So they 
were battling each other. I’m ex¬ 
cited where those two things can 
go hand in hand.” 

Kenworthy’s coming out has 
led to different expectations from 
different sections of the LGBT 
community. 

His opinion regarding Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump and a poten¬ 
tial post-Olympic White House 
visit that he would skip got more 
buzz than those of most, 
in part because Kenwor¬ 
thy is now seen as some¬ 
one unafraid to speak 
his mind, when many 
of his fellow Olympians 
might not. 

“I think me not going 
will make zero differ¬ 
ence, but it makes me 
feel I’m doing a little 
something, and I’d be 
proud not to go,” he 
said. 

His willingness to 
stand up, and stand out, 
has earned him wide¬ 
spread approval in the 
endorsement world. 

Olympic athletes have always 
had short periods to cash in on 
their once-every-four-years win¬ 
dow of fame. And more often 
than not, simply being a great 
swimmer or freestyle skier is not 
enough to carry the day. Given 
the messages of tolerance and 
equality the Olympics try to pro¬ 
mote, the 26-year-old silver med¬ 
alist quickly became a popular 
target for sponsors. Among those 
who signed him are Visa, Toyota, 
Chobani, Deloitte, Ralph Lauren 
and 24 Hour Fitness. There were 
other offers he turned down. 

It’s all part of a new world for 
the silver medalist — more com¬ 
plicated in some ways, but far 
more enjoyable in others. 


i lVe got 
more 
eyeballs 
on me. My 
platform’s 
a lot 
bigger. ^ 

Gus 

Kenworthy 

Silver 
medal-winning 
freestyle skier 



Andy Wong/AP 


Gus Kenworthy celebrates at the end of his second run in the men’s 
ski slopestyle final at the Rosa Khutor Extreme Park during the 
Winter Olympics on Feb. 13, 2014, in Krasnaya Polyana, Russia. 
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Koreas agree 
to unified team 


By Hyung-jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
rival Koreas agreed Wednesday 
to form their first unified Olym¬ 
pic team and have their athletes 
parade together for the first time 
in 11 years during the opening 
ceremony of next month’s Win¬ 
ter Olympics in South Korea, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The agreements still require 
approval from the International 
Olympic Committee. But they are 
the most prominent steps toward 
rapprochement achieved by the 
Koreas since they recently began 
exploring cooperation during 
the Olympics following a year of 
heightened tension over the North’s 
nuclear weapons program. 

During their third day of talks 
at the border in about a week, se¬ 
nior officials reached a package 
of agreements including fielding 
a joint women’s ice hockey team 
and marching together under a 
blue and white “unification flag” 
depicting their peninsula in the 
opening ceremony, Seoul’s Unifi¬ 
cation Ministry said. 

A joint statement distributed 
by the ministry said the North 
Korean Olympic delegation will 
travel to South Korea across their 
heavily fortified land border be¬ 
fore the Feb. 9-25 Pyeongchang 
Games. It said the delegation will 
include a 230-member cheering 
group, a 30-member taekwondo 
demonstration team, journalists. 


athletes and officials. 

Ahead of the Olympics, the 
Koreas will hold a joint cultural 
event at the North’s scenic Dia¬ 
mond Mountain and have non- 
Olympic skiers train together at 
the North’s Masik ski resort, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. It said 
the North also plans to send a 150- 
strong delegation to the Paralym¬ 
pics in March. The North earlier 
said it would send a 140-member 
art troupe. 

The agreements are highly 
symbolic and emotional. But it’s 
still not clear how many North 
Korean athletes will come to Py¬ 
eongchang because none are cur¬ 
rently qualified. South Korean 
media have predicted only up to 
10 North Korean athletes will end 
up being covered by an additional 
quota from the IOC. 

A pair of North Korean figure 
skaters qualified for this year’s 
Olympics, but North Korea 
missed a deadline to confirm 
their participation. The IOC said 
recently it has “kept the door 
open” for North Korea to take 
part in the games. IOC officials 
are to meet with sports and gov¬ 
ernment officials from the two 
Koreas and officials from the Py¬ 
eongchang organizing committee 
in Switzerland on Saturday. 

The two Koreas have sent joint 
teams to m^or international 
sports events twice previously, 
both in 1991. 


WSU QB Hilinksi dies 


Associated Press 

PULLMAN, Wash. — Wash¬ 
ington State quarterback Tyler 
Hilinski has died from an ap¬ 
parently self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, police said. 

The 21-year-old Hilinski was 
discovered in his apartment after 
he didn’t show up for practice 
Tuesday. A rifle “was recovered 
next to Hilinski and a suicide note 
was found,” according to the Pull¬ 
man Police Department. 

“We are deeply saddened to 
hear the news of Tyler’s passing,” 
Washington State coach Mike 
Leach said in a statement. “He 
was an incredible young man and 
everyone who had the privilege 
of knowing him was better for 
it. The entire WSU community 
mourns as thoughts and prayers 
go out to his family.” 

Hilinski was the presumptive 
starting quarterback going into 
next season. He started Washing¬ 
ton State’s Holiday Bowl loss to 
Michigan State after senior Luke 
Falk was unable to play due to a 
wrist injury. 

Hilinski appeared in eight 
games during his sophomore 


season, throwing for 1,176 yards 
and seven touchdowns. His most 
memorable outing came in the 
second week of the season when 
he led Washington State from a 21- 
point deficit in the fourth quarter 
to beat Boise State 47-44 in triple 
overtime. Hilinski threw for 240 
yards and three touchdowns com¬ 
ing off the bench, and was carried 
off the field after the victory. 

His only start came in the bowl 
game against Michigan State, al¬ 
though he played extensively in a 
loss to Arizona. 

Washington State’s players took 
to social media in reaction to Hil- 
inski’s death. 

“Ty you were a great team¬ 
mate, friend, brother anything 
we needed you to be. You brought 
smiles to the people around you. I 
am sorry I could not be there for 
you when you needed a smile for 
yourself Love you man,” defen¬ 
sive back Skyler Thomas wrote 
on Twitter. 

Fellow quarterback John Bled¬ 
soe also wrote on Twitter: “God, 
let Tyler find peace. Everyone 
please pray for the Hilinski fam¬ 
ily tonight. Heaven received a 
very special person.” 



Andy Brownbill/AP 


Grigor Dimitrov celebrates after defeating American Mackenzie McDonald 4-6, 6-2, 6-4, 0-6, 8-6 on 
Wednesday in their second-round match at the Australian Open. 

Dimitrov survives close call 


By John Pye 

Associated Press 


Australian Open scoreboard 


MELBOURNE, Australia — It 
was quite a predicament for Grig¬ 
or Dimitrov, still basking in his 
triumph at the ATP Finals as he 
entered his second-round match 
at the Australian Open against a 
young American who had never 
won a tour-level match before 
qualifying for the first mqjor of 
the season. 

Mackenzie McDonald is ranked 
186th and played college tennis 
at UCLA. He had never played 
anyone ranked better than No. 
69 before facing the third-seeded 
Dimitrov on Wednesday. 

McDonald broke Dimitrov’s 
serve three times in the fourth set 
and pushed the fifth beyond 12 
games — there’s no tiebreakers in 
fifth sets at the Australian Open 
— before his first double-fault of 
the set suddenly gave Dimitrov a 
match point. 

Dimitrov finished it off 4-6, 

6- 2, 6-4, 0-6, 8-6 as midnight 
approached. 

“Really the game wasn’t there 
today. I wasn’t feeling well on 
the court — fourth set was a dis¬ 
grace,” said Dimitrov, who took 
Rafael Nadal to five sets in a mar¬ 
athon semifinal in Melbourne last 
year. “But I won with what I had. 
That was my fighting spirit. 

“He played an unbelievable 
game [but] experience in the end 
really helped me.” 

That seemed to be a theme of 
Day 3. 

Second-seeded Caroline Woz¬ 
niacki had to save two match 
points and come back from 5- 
1 down in the third set to beat 
119th-ranked Jana Fett 3-6, 6-2, 

7- 5. Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, the 2008 
Australian Open finalist, rallied 
from 5-2 down in the fifth to over¬ 
come Denis Shapovalov 3-6, 6-3, 
1-6, 7-6 (4), 7-5. 

And 38-year-old Ivo Karlovic 
overcame Yuichi Sugita 7-6 (3), 
6-7 (3), 7-5,4-6,12-10. 

Nadal, the 2017 runner-up, 
didn’t risk any close calls. The 
top-ranked Spaniard made only 


Wednesday 


at Melbourne Park 
Melbourne, Australia 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Second Round 

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Leonardo 
Mayer, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Damir Dzumhur (28), Bosnia-Herze- 
govina, def. John Millman, Australia, 7-5, 
3-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Diego Schwartzman (24), Argentina, 
def. Casper Ruud, Norway, 6-4,6-2, 6-3. 

Aleksandr Dolgopolov, Ukraine, def. 
Matthew Ebden, Australia, 7-6 (0), 6-3, 
6-4. 

Pablo Carreno-Busta (10), Spain, def. 
Gilles Simon, France, 6-2, 3-0. 

Gilles Muller, Luxembourg, def. Malek 
Jaziri, Tunisia, 7-5, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 3-6, 6-2. 

Ryan Harrison, United States, def. 
Pablo Cuevas (31), Uruguay, 6-4, 7-6 (5), 
6-4. 

Marin Cilic (6), Croatia, def. Joao Sou¬ 
sa, Portugal, 6-1, 7-5, 6-2. 

Grigor Dimitrov (3), Bulgaria, def. 
Mackenzie Mcdonald, United States, 4-6, 

6- 2, 6-4, 0-6, 8-6. 

Andrey Rublev (30), Russia, def. Mar¬ 
cos Baghdatis, Cyprus, 6-4, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 
6-2. 

Nick Kyrgios (17), Australia, def. Viktor 
Troicki, Serbia, 7-5, 6-4, 7-6 (2). 

Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (15), France, def. 
Denis Shapovalov, Canada, 3-6, 6-3, 1-6, 

7- 6 (4), 7-5. 

Kyle Edmund, Britain, def. Denis Isto¬ 
min, Uzbekistan, 6-2, 6-2, 6-4. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, def. Ru¬ 


ben Bemelmans, Belgium, 7-5, 6-1, 6-3. 

Andreas Seppi, Italy, def. Yoshihito 
Nishioka, Japan, 6-1, 6-3, 6-4. 

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, def. Yuichi Sugi¬ 
ta, Japan, 7-6 (3), 6-7 (3), 7-5, 4-6, 12-10. 

Women’s Singles 
Second Round 

Luksika Kumkhum, Thailand, def. Be¬ 
linda Bencic, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-3. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Irina Begu, 
Romania, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Julia Goerg- 
es (12), Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Denisa Allertova, Czech Republic, def. 
Shuai Zhang, China, 6-4, 7-6 (5). 

Magda Linette, Poland, def. Daria Ka¬ 
satkina (22), Russia, 7-6 (4), 6-2. 

Marta Kostyuk, Ukraine, def. Olivia 
Rogowska, Australia, 6-3, 7-5. 

Elina Svitoiina (4), Ukraine, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 4-6, 6-2, 
6-1. 

Jelena Ostapenko (7), Latvia, def. 
Ying-Ying Duan, China, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Anett Kontaveit (32), Estonia, def. 
Mona Barthel, Germany, 6-3, 4-6, 6-3. 

Kaia Kanepi, Estonia, def. Monica Puig, 
Puerto Rico, 6-4, 6-3. 

Carla Suarez-Navarro, Spain, def. 
Timea Babos, Hungary, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2. 

Katerina Bondarenko, Ukraine, def. 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (15), Russia, 
6-2, 6-3. 

Magdalena Rybarikova (19), Slovakia, 
def. Kirsten Flipkens, Beigium, 6-4, 0-6, 

Kiki Bertens (30), Netherlands, def. Ni¬ 
cole Gibbs, United States, 7-6 (3), 6-0. 

Caroline Wozniacki (2), Denmark, def. 
Jana Fett, Croatia, 3-6, 6-2, 7-5. 


10 unforced errors and had just 
one hiccup — dropping a service 
game while serving for the match 
— in a 6-3, 6-4, 7-6 (4) win over 
Leonardo Mayer. 

In the match preceding Nadal 
and Mayer on Rod Laver Arena, 
Wozniacki felt like she was “one 
foot out the tournament” before 
winning six straight games to 
advance. 

“That was crazy,” Wozniacki 
said. “I don’t know how I got back 
into the match. I was like, ‘This is 
my last chance.’ 

“At 5-1, 40-15 ... she served a 
great serve down the T (and) it 
was just slightly out. I was kind of 
lucky.” 

Wozniacki won the next nine 
points, and 24 of the 31 points 
played from the first match 
point. 

She’ll next play No. 30 Kiki 
Bertens. 

After his enthralling come¬ 
back victory over Shapovalov, 


highlighted by a between-the- 
legs shot on an important point, 
Tsonga will meet 17th-seeded 
Nick Kyrgios in what shapes up 
to be an entertaining third-round 
encounter. 

Kyrgios had a 7-5, 6-4, 7-6 (2) 
win over Viktor Troicki, overcom¬ 
ing audio problems at Hisense 
Arena and complaining to chair 
umpire James Keothavong, who 
ended up turning off his micro¬ 
phone and later being hit in the 
head by a wayward tennis ball. 

At the other end of the experi¬ 
ence spectrum, 15-year-old qual¬ 
ifier Marta Kostyuk followed up 
her first-round win with a 6-3,7-5 
victory over wild-card entry Ol¬ 
ivia Rogowska. 

The Australian Open junior 
champion, who entered the sea¬ 
son-opening major ranked No. 
521, became the youngest player 
since Martina Hingis in 1996 
to win main draw matches in 
Melbourne. 
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NFL PLAYOFFS _ 

Go: Players were upset 
with Marrone’s changes 



Minnesota Vikings head coach Mike Zimmer waves as fans look into his post-game press conference 
following Sunday’s 29-24 win over the New Orleans Saints in a divisional playoff game. 

Resilient Vikings have 
taken cue from Zimmer 


FROM BACK PAGE 

His success is one reason the 
Jaguars (12-6) are in the AFC 
championship game against New 
England (14-3). 

The ping pong table was the 
first to go. Dominoes followed. 
The locker room stalls were over¬ 
hauled, too, with Marrone mixing 
and matching position groups and 
putting certain players next to 
veteran leaders and/or NFL role 
models. 

“We definitely threw a tan¬ 
trum,” Pro Bowl defensive tackle 
Malik Jackson said. “Went in 
there and talked to him about it. 
Definitely wasn’t happy. I learned 
just to be quiet, you know, and go 
with the flow. He’s been at it lon¬ 
ger than I have, and I’m just the 
football player. He says do this 
and I go do it. Just learn to follow 
him, and I’m glad I did.” 

Marrone saved the most sig¬ 
nificant changes for the practice 
fields. 

Marrone, top executive Tom 
Coughlin and general manager 
Dave Caldwell wanted a much 
tougher and more physical team. 
They drafted bruising running 
back Leonard Fournette and 
fiery left tackle Cam Robinson to 
complement a defense that was 
significantly beefed up in free 
agency with the addition of All- 
Pro pass-rusher Calais Camp¬ 
bell, Pro Bowl cornerback A.J. 
Bouye and veteran safety Barry 
Church. 

They also designed an off¬ 
season program that was more 
grueling than most players had 
experienced. Marrone’s message 
was clear: Go hard or go home. 

“You remember guys in camp 
talking about this took a few years 
off their lives,” Jackson said. “It’s 
pretty funny just to see us now. 
I guess he does know what he’s 
doing.” 

The Jaguars were in full pads 
nearly every day during training 
camp, a tortuous stretch in drain¬ 
ing heat and humidity that left 
rookies and veterans question- 
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ing the process and wondering if 
it would pay off. It was the NFL’s 
version of boot camp. Break them 
down, then build them up. 

It ultimately brought players 
closer, making them account¬ 
able to each other and causing 
them to care more for each other. 
Winning was the final piece, and 
thumping Houston 29-7 in the 
season opener was all the proof 
players needed. 

Jacksonville had lost 63 of 80 
games over the previous five 
seasons — the worst record in 
the NFL during that span — and 
had been through two coaching 
changes. 

Coughlin’s return was a key 
part of the team’s revival, and al¬ 
though the two-time Super Bowl¬ 
winning coach with the New York 
Giants gets much of the outside 
credit for the team’s turnaround, 
the reality is Marrone was the 
one pushing all the right buttons. 

Marrone has been other places 
where players resisted, prompt¬ 
ing personnel moves that would 
slow progress. That wasn’t the 
case in Jacksonville, and he cred¬ 
ited his players for being open to 
change. 

“They gave our staff the oppor¬ 
tunity to say, ‘This is what we want 
to do. This is what we believe in 
as coaches or as an organization. 
This is how we want to handle 
ourselves,”’ Marrone said. “We 
are still working toward that. It is 
not perfect by any means.” 


By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn, 
ike Zimmer was al¬ 
ready smiling more 
than usual, sporting 
a relaxed look of sat¬ 
isfaction rarely revealed in public 
during the NFL season, when he 
really let his guard down a few 
minutes into his postgame news 
conference deep inside Minneso¬ 
ta’s still-buzzing stadium. 

“Hey, let’s open these things 
up! ” Zimmer blurted out mid-sen¬ 
tence, prodding a Vikings official 
to push the button that removes 
the window shades and allows the 
premium ticket-holders in an ad¬ 
jacent lounge to peer in the room. 

His wish to interact with the 
customers who cheered the Vi¬ 
kings on to a last-play divisional 
round victory was granted. 

Zimmer then proceeded to 
slowly and rhythmically clap 
above his head, dignifying the 
ritual “Skol” chant performed 
by the purple-clad fans at each 
game honoring the area’s Scan¬ 
dinavian heritage and the team’s 
nickname. 

“You deserve it!” Zimmer said, 
again interrupting his own an¬ 
swer to acknowledge the crowd. 

From peers around the league 
to players in the locker room to 
people up and down the organi¬ 
zation, there’s a strong sentiment 
that Zimmer has earned this, too, 
pulling within one win of a Super 
Bowl appearance. 

The way the Vikings finished 
their 29-24 victory over New Or¬ 
leans on a last-chance 61-yard 



NFC championship 

Minnesota Vikings (14-3) 
at Philadelphia Eagles (14-3) 

AFN-Sports 

12:30 a.m. Monday GET 
8:30 a.m. Monday JKT 


touchdown pass from Case Kee- 
num to Stefon Diggs suggested 
they’re on some kind of charmed 
path, an uncharted territory 
for this championship-deprived 
franchise. Zimmer, for his part, 
has experienced his own share of 
painful setbacks. 

After being passed over for 
so many head coaching vacan¬ 
cies during a six-year run as 
Cincinnati’s defensive coordina¬ 
tor, Zimmer nearly canceled a 
second interview in Minnesota in 
2014 after a different team that 
considered him chose a different 
candidate. He ignored the dis¬ 
couragement in his head, instead 
accepting the offer to become the 
ninth head coach in team history 
at age 57. 

“Sometimes you wonder, but 
I have a lot of confidence in my¬ 
self,” Zimmer said at his intro¬ 
ductory news conference at team 
headquarters. “I feel like I was 
destined to do this.” 

That first season, the Vikings 
improved by two wins to finish 7- 


9 with rookie Teddy Bridgewater 
forced into action ahead of sched¬ 
ule at quarterback and running 
back Adrian Peterson absent for 
all but one game because of the 
child abuse case and subsequent 
NFL discipline dispute he was in¬ 
volved in. In 2015, they went 11-5 
and ended Green Bay’s four-year 
hold on the NFC North title. 

The potholes in the road were 
waiting, though. 

Blair Walsh’s 27-yard field-goal 
try went wide left at the end of the 
one-point wild-card loss at home 
to Seattle. 

The 5-0 start in 2016 was 
washed away by a torrent of sea¬ 
son-ending injuries, including 
Bridgewater, Peterson and sev¬ 
eral offensive linemen. 

Offensive coordinator Norv 
Turner resigned the day after 
Zimmer had the first of eight eye 
surgeries to address a torn retina. 
The third procedure forced him 
to miss a game for the first time 
in his career. 

The first quarter of the 2017 
season brought knee injuries to 
quarterback Sam Bradford and 
running back Dalvin Cook, who 
needed reconstructive surgery to 
repair a torn ACL. 

The Vikings didn’t blink, 
though, particularly with the ex¬ 
perience of 2016 so fresh. Case 
Keenum deftly took over for 
Bradford, and Jerick McKinnon 
and Latavius Murray became a 
productive backfield tandem. 

“We’ve got a bunch of fight¬ 
ers on this team,” Zimmer said. 
“They’ve been a resilient bunch 
all year long. I expect it to con¬ 
tinue to be that way.” 



Bob Self, Florida Times-Union/AP 


Jaguars fan John Taylor holds his player-signed “Win” sign as he 
waits in the stands for the Jaguars to return to Jacksonville after 
their 45-42 victory over the Steelers in the AFC divisional playoffs. 
Fans gathered at EverBank Field in Jacksonville, Fla., to celebrate 
the Jaguars earning a berth in the AFC championship game. 
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Close calls 

High-seeded players fend off 
strong challenges » Page so 
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GO HOME 

Jags praise Marrone 
for changing culture 


By Mark Long 

Associated Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 

J acksonville’s locker room was 
abuzz late last season. Four guys 
played table tennis while others 
crowded around a small table for 
dominoes. Two 80-inch televisions were 
tuned to a sports 


highlight show, 

and music blared They gave 

from one corner of oUf Staff the 

“Marrone, OpportunijK 

the team’s offen- to say, “This 

sive line coach at is what we 

the time, walked want to Ho 

through and shook IJ?. . 

his head This IS what 

“Can you believe we believe in 

this?” Marrone gg coacheS 

whispered. 

The Jaguars 

were in the middle organization, 

of a nine game Jhis is how 

losing streak that . 

would ultimately want 

cost coach Gus to handle 

Bradley his job. ourselves.” ^ 

Marrone had 

watched from afar Doug Marrone 

for two years, wit- Jaguars coach 

nessing an atmo¬ 
sphere he felt was too loose, too laid-back 
and too lenient amid losing. 

So when Marrone was hired to replace 
Bradley last January, high on his to-do list 
was to change the culture in Jacksonville. 
SEE GO ON PAGE 31 


Above: Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Blake Bortles, left, hands off to Leonard Foumette during the first half of Sunday’s 
divisional playoff game against the Steelers in Pittsburgh. Foumette rushed for 109 yards and three touchdowns. 

Right: First-year head coach Doug Marrone worked hard to fix a franchise he thought was too loose and too laid-back. 


Nash’s two goals lead Rangers in rout 
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